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CHAPTER 1

CAUT Letter to Rob Norris

ebruary 3, 2010

The Hon. Rob Norris
Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour
Government of Saskatchewan
Room 208, Legislative Building
2405 Legislative Drive
Regina, SK S4S0B3

Dear Minister:

Today is a sad day for everyone committed to First Nations’ education. We understand that, after waiting for almost
five years for the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations to act decisively to resolve the devastating governance
problems at First Nations University, the Government of Saskatchewan has lost patience and announced the end of
provincial funding as of April 1.

We had hoped that the chiefs at today’s FSIN Legislative Assembly would have realized that they were facing their
last chance to save First Nations University and agree to implement the governance recommendations of their own
All-Chiefs’ Task Force that provided an excellent recipe for solving the problems at FNUniv. Regrettably, the FSIN
Assembly failed to do so despite impassioned pleas by students, faculty and some of the chiefs.

Your government has made clear that it is working immediately with post-secondary partner institutions to deter-
mine the best way to support FNUniv students. But, there has been no mention of actions being planned to protect
the FNUniv faculty and staff who spent the past five years trying to ensure a good educational experience for the
students despite the troubles caused by the University’s administration and board. To allow these dedicated educa-
tors to be tossed aside is both immoral and the loss of a valuable educational resource.

We implore your government to take decisive action to support the FNUniv faculty and staff whose future is bleak
otherwise. Proper accommodation of FNUniv students by post-secondary partner institutions will only be possible
if those institutions make space for the students’ teachers and staff. Your government has an obligation to facilitate
the transition of FNUniv faculty and staff to other Saskatchewan post-secondary institutions.

The Canadian Association of University Teachers would be pleased to meet with you to discuss this matter. We
continue to hope that FSIN tomorrow will reverse its five-year refusal to act and will agree unconditionally to
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replace the University’s board with a smaller depoliticized board and will replace FNUniv’s dysfunctional adminis-
tration. But the likelihood is slim, so your government must continue its plan to protect the students and introduce
plans to protect the faculty and staff.

We ask you to advise us, the University of Regina Faculty Association, and the Academic Council of FNUniv of
your plans to assist FNUniv’s faculty and staff.

Yours sincerely,

James L. Turk, Ph.D.
Executive Director

cc: Prof. Randy Lundy, Chair FNUniv Academic Council
Prof. Janice Foley, President, University of Regina Faculty Association
Dr. Vianne Timmons, President, University of Regina
Prof. Peter MacKinnon, President, University of Saskatchewan
Chief Guy Lonechild, Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations
Dr. Penni Stewart, President, Canadian Association of University Teachers

2 Fund First  Nat ions Universi ty Now! Spring Equinox Edit ion



CHAPTER 2

Statement from University of Regina President and Vice-Chancellor, Dr.
Vianne Timmons

oday I want to talk to you about the importance of First Nations education in this province.

The Minister of Advanced Education Employment and Labour, the Honourable Rob Norris, announced that the
Saskatchewan government will withdraw $5.2 million in provincial funding from First Nations University of
Canada, effective April 1, 2010.

As the Minister stated, this is a regrettable decision - and one that obviously creates a challenging situation for First
Nations University.

Over the past few weeks a very public debate has taken place with regard to the future of First Nations University of
Canada.

I would like to take this opportunity to state that the leadership team at the University of Regina is firmly com-
mitted to the founding mission of First Nations University - “to enhance the quality of life, and to preserve, protect
and interpret the history, language, culture and artistic heritage of First Nations people.”

The Saskatchewan Indian Federated College was originally established in 1976 - and on National Aboriginal Day,
June 21 2003, became known as the First Nations University of Canada - for a very good reason. This institution
was created as an acknowledgment that together as a society, we must ensure that through post-secondary educa-
tion, Canada’s First Nations peoples can define and realize their role in society.

Achieving that aim comes fundamentally from providing opportunities for First Nations people to assume greater
direct control over their lives in building societies that reflect their values, their hopes and their aspirations for
future generations. The creation of First Nations University of Canada was a bold acknowledgment that education
has a foundational role in creating this new society.

The principle of respectful engagement underscores the independence of First Nations University in its federated
relationship with the University of Regina.

Let me be clear - while First Nations University is academically integrated with the University of Regina, it is legally
and financially independent. For that reason, the University of Regina respects the independence of First Nations
University.
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That being said, we are committed to supporting First Nations University as it works to ensure ongoing, effective
and accountable administration and governance of its operations.

To support this effort, and with particular regard for the success of our students, the University of Regina will con-
tinue to work with the provincial and federal governments and the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations to
build a positive future for First Nations students by supporting their academic studies.

In such matters, our primary responsibility - our duty of care - is to the students of First Nations University of
Canada. The continuity of quality post-secondary education for First Nations peoples continues to be our first pri-
ority.

My understanding is that the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations will deliberate on the Begay report once it
is released on February 18. Dr. Begay has said that he believes this report will allow some sense of relief for con-
cerned stakeholders - and I am optimistic that the report will provide a way for all partners to unite and rebuild the
partnership that will uphold the principles upon which First Nations University of Canada was founded.

As I said earlier, the founding mission of an independent First Nations University includes a commitment “to
enhance the quality of life, and to preserve, protect and interpret the history, language, culture and artistic heritage
of First Nations people.” This province has created a valuable resource in Indigenous knowledge through First
Nations University - we must not lose this resource.

Working together with our friends at First Nations University, the provincial and federal governments and First
Nations leadership as respectful partners committed to this common mission remains the goal of the University of
Regina.

There is a saying that “true friendship isn’t about being there when it’s convenient; it’s about being there when it’s
not.” That is the spirit that characterizes our commitment to the federation agreement with First Nations Univer-
sity, and this true friendship will continue to characterize our relationship in the future.

- 30 -
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CHAPTER 3

University of Regina Faculty Association (URFA) Statement

niversity of Regina Faculty Association (URFA) Statement - First Nations University

February 4, 2010

The University of Regina Faculty Association (URFA)[1] has listened to the media reports about the First Nations
University over the last few weeks with increasing dismay. We are deeply concerned about how the continuing gov-
ernance problems and the recently announced loss of $5.2 million in provincial funding will affect the faculty and
staff at that institution, as well as the students.

Our members play a critical role in the University’s ability to fulfill its mission of enhancing the quality of life, and
preserving and protecting the heritage of First Nations people. The knowledge base of the faculty is irreplaceable
and our members are to be commended for their unflagging dedication and commitment not only to their students
but to the institution itself, particularly in light of the challenges the institution has been facing since 2005.

URFA does not want to see the faculty and staff or the students suffer – they have not caused the current problems.

URFA will do its utmost to help our members maintain their employment, and in doing so, ensure that First
Nations University students receive the quality education they deserve. This is crucial to the future economic suc-
cess of this province and is in the best interests of the people of Saskatchewan and all Canadians.

We call on all parties to ensure that First Nations University can continue to fulfill its mandate into the future under
an appropriate governance model. In the event this cannot be achieved we urge the Federation of Saskatchewan
Indian Nations, the Government of Saskatchewan, the Government of Canada, and the University of Regina to pro-
tect our First Nations University members as necessary changes are introduced.

Contacts: for further information contact Dr. Janice Foley, Chair, URFA, 306-585-4731 or Paul Gingrich, Acting
Executive Director, URFA, 306-585-4586.

[1] The University of Regina Faculty Association (URFA) is the trade union that is the bargaining agent for four-
teen hundred academic, administrative, professional and technical staff at the University of Regina and its three
federated colleges. We represent 66 faculty members and 35 administrative, professional and technical employees at
First Nations University.
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CHAPTER 4

CAUT Press Release, February 5

tatement on developments at the First Nations University of Canada
For immediate release

(Ottawa, February 5, 2010) James Turk, Executive Director of the Canadian Association of University Teachers, has
issued the following statement on the situation at the First Nations University of Canada:

“The Canadian Association of University Teachers is heartened by news reports that the Federation of Saskatch-
ewan Indian Nations’ Legislative Assembly has dissolved the First Nations University Board of Governors and indi-
cated it would restructure the Board along lines recommended by the FSIN’s All-Chiefs’ Task Force.

Implementation of governance changes (including restructuring the Board) will require the FSIN to amend the First
Nations University Act. We have written to FSIN Chief Guy Lonechild today to congratulate him on the leadership
he has shown on this issue and to seek more specific information on the FSIN’s decisions and plans.

Once concrete steps have been taken to implement the necessary governance changes, CAUT will be in a position to
consider the possibility of lifting censure of the University and to join with the FSIN in lobbying the Provincial
Government to restore funding.”

- 30 -

For more information please contact James Turk, Executive Director, at mobile (613) 277-0488.
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CHAPTER 5

First Nations University needs to stay

n opinion piece by Leon Thompson in The Sheaf, The University of Saskatchewan student newspaper, on Feb-
ruary 5, 2010

Did you know that half of the Aboriginals in Saskatchewan are under the age of 21? Half. That makes 60,000 kids
with the potential to educate themselves, to want to go to post-secondary education facilities — a generation that
has the ability to change things for the better.

Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour Rob Norris seems oblivious to the fact, and announced
Feb. 3 that the provincial government would be cutting funding for FNUC after April 1. Not to mention the federal
government, who have remained tight lipped regarding the situation.

I’d like to leave you with a quote that has driven me over the last few years and I hope that it moves you in some
way. I’ll let the Office of the Treaty Commissioner explain: “When the Treaties were negotiated, they bestowed
rights and responsibilities on both First Nations and Euro-Canadian settlers – we are all treaty people.”

Read the full opinion piece in The Sheaf.
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CHAPTER 6

Faculty Press Release

irst Nations University of Canada
Faculty Press Release

February 7, 2010

Why the Governments of Saskatchewan and Canada Should Continue Funding the First Nations University of
Canada

As faculty of First Nations University, we believe in Indian control of Indian education and education as a treaty
right. As such, we strongly support the restoration of full funding to First Nations University. Like the students we
serve, we want our institution to continue. And, we have good reasons.

The FNUniv teaches more credit hours than any other federated college in the province, according to the University
of Regina’s Office of Resource Services figures. In fact, from 2006 to 2007, FNUniv faculty taught more credit hours
than Luther and Campion Colleges combined. Yes, our teaching activity has declined because of the blows our rep-
utation has suffered over the last five years, but the rate of decline is nowhere near as high as Indian and Northern
Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl claims.

Despite teaching more credit hours, the core funding that FNUniv receives is similar to that of the much smaller
Campion and Luther College and less than that of St. Thomas More at the University of Saskatchewan. The FNUniv
receives approximately $250,000 a month or about $3 million a year for core funding and targeted funding for spe-
cial programs such as Nursing.

So why do students continue to enrol in FNUniv courses? First, the reasons for establishing FNUniv 30 years ago
remain. Like religious colleges at both the University of Regina and Saskatchewan, we have many FNUniv students
who want to attend an institution where they have access to their own spiritual traditions and ceremonies.

It’s also because we offer courses and programs that students can receive nowhere else. These courses and programs
are unique to our university and not offered at any other university in the province.

But FNUniv is not just a “teaching college.” We have community-based research and special projects supported by
governmental and non-governmental institutions, such as Health Canada, the National Science and Engineering
Research Council, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council. Some of these projects have national and international components. To abandon FNUniv now would
throw away the significant investments made by all manner of funding organizations over a 35-year period.
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FNUniv is able to engage in research and to offer unique courses and programs because our faculty have the educa-
tion and the expertise. In fact, we have the largest concentration of expertise in Indigenous issues found anywhere
in Canada and that expertise has received international recognition. Throughout all the troubles of the past five
years, the FNUniv faculty’s quality of instruction and professionalism was never in question. Can Saskatchewan
afford to lose these valuable human resources?

FNUniv employees, like all employees in education whether First Nation or non-First Nation, contribute to the
economy of our local communities and our province from North to South. If FNUniv should close, our unique pool
of talented and capable faculty and staff, many of whom have come to Saskatchewan to work at FNUniv, will be
dispersed, lost to other institutions or provinces, and losing the valuable synergy that comes from so many Abo-
riginal academics working together. Also, many of our faculty and staff have mortgages and families with children
attending local schools in various communities. Does the Saskatchewan government really want to have former
FNUniv employees no longer contributing to the economy of this province?

As our students have been so articulate in declaring this last week, First Nations and Métis students continue to
come to First Nations University because faculty are their role models and their mentors. And, non-First Nations
continue to come to First Nations University because we provide them with an opportunity to learn with and about
Aboriginal people, knowledge essential for anyone who hopes to work successfully in Saskatchewan.

The First Nations University faculty know better than anyone the administrative and governance problems that our
institution has experienced over the last five years. We understand that our governance must change and are
hopeful that the process has begun. The federal and the provincial governments cannot close the door on First
Nations University of Canada now.

We simply ask that, instead of cutting our funding, the governments of Saskatchewan and Canada earmark money
to be set aside for us pending substantive and continuing progress in addressing governance and management
issues. We are confident that our institution has finally turned a corner and that progress is already in evidence and
well on its way to being realized.

For more information, contact:
Jo-Ann Episkenew
Director, Indigenous Peoples Health Research Centre (IPHRC)
jepiskenew@firstnationsuniversity.ca

Faculty Press Release 9



CHAPTER 7

University of Regina Faculty Association

EDIA RELEASE

University of Regina Faculty Association (URFA) - First Nations University
February 8, 2010

URFA is hopeful that the recent decisions by the federal and provincial governments to pull the funding from First
Nations University will be revisited once the governance reforms, already begun last week, are satisfactorily con-
cluded.

We believe it is essential that First Nations University continues to operate as an independent entity, whose mission
is to preserve the knowledge and culture of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples for future generations.

The faculty and staff at First Nations University are central to fulfilling this mission, and we expect every effort will
be made to preserve their jobs.

Aboriginal people will constitute an increasingly significant proportion of Saskatchewan’s labour force in the future.
We believe it is in the best interests of all the people of Saskatchewan and Canada to guarantee the future educa-
tional success of Aboriginal students by reinstating funding to First Nations University.

Contacts:
Dr. Janice Foley, Chair, URFA, 306-585-4731
Paul Gingrich, Acting Executive Director, URFA, 306-585-4586

- 30 -
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CHAPTER 8

Reason #1: Government accountability

ndian and Northern Affairs minister Chuck Strahl says First Nations University should be more accountable, but
he announced his funding cut while Parliament is prorogued, so Parliament cannot question his actions.  Where’s

the accountability in that?

The faculty at First Nations University are particularly concerned about accountability.  We are, and always have
been, accountable to our students, our funding agencies, and our degree-granting institutions and accrediting
bodies.  Our governance and administration are making moves to become more accountable.  Now it is time for the
Government of Canada to be accountable.  Do not make decisions affecting the livelihoods of hundreds of people
and the futures of thousands of students while Parliament is prorogued.  Restore funding to First Nations Univer-
sity now!

Write to Chuck Strahl expressing your opinion!
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CHAPTER 9

Stand-alone FNUC uncertain

y Murray Mandryk, StarPhoenix of February 9, 2010

It’s quite possible that the Saskatchewan government had a game plan for the First Nations University of Canada
that’s suddenly gone awry with Ottawa’s announcement Monday that it, too, was pulling its funding from FNUC.

However, a far more nefarious interpretation is also possible — that this has been an orchestrated effort by the Sas-
katchewan Party and Conservative governments to close down the university once and for all.

Read the rest of the article in the StarPhoenix.
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CHAPTER 10

U of R linguistics students attempt to save program

y Kerry Benjoe and Josh Campbell, Leader-Post of February 9, 2010

[Linguistics student Christina Mickleborough] said it was “nice” of the U of R president to assure students they can
finish their degrees, but said that wasn’t enough.

“I am really disappointed,” Lydia Ross, a single mother of two and chief of FNUniv’s Prince Albert campus student
association, said of the federal government’s decision to cut funding to FNUniv.

“They’re killing all of the buffalo on us again. They’re trying to starve us out.”

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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CHAPTER 11

The human costs of First Nations University’s failure

n The Crux of the Matter, February 9, 2010:

So, while it may have been necessary for the Conservative governments in Saskatchewan and Ottawa to pull the
public funding plug on FNU from an accountability point of view, as a former university teacher myself, I also want
to point out the human costs in terms of damaged futures, blighted careers and the destruction of institutional and
cultural memory.

Read the full posting in The Crux of the Matter.
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CHAPTER 12

Letter #1: Appeal from Wes Heber

o the Members of Parliament of Canada Dear Legislators:

I am a senior faculty member in the Department of Indigenous Studies, the Head of the Arts and Sciences Depart-
ment, and the Director of the Centre for International Academic Exchange at the First Nations University of
Canada (FNUniv). I am writing to you to appeal for support for the restoration of funding to the FNUniv, which
has been cut by the Province of Saskatchewan and by the Federal Government. These actions are doing great harm
to the viability of the FNUniv and to the future well being of First Nations and Aboriginal people of Saskatchewan
and Canada, and may have far reaching consequences for future relations between Aboriginal and other Canadians.
On February 2-3 of this year I attended the AUCC meetings in Ottawa, which brought together International
Liaison Officers from universities across Canada. There we discussed creating partnerships with developing coun-
tries for education exchange and community development, including Canadian support for establishing universities
overseas. Yet, at the same time plans were in place to dismantle the only Indigenous operated and controlled uni-
versity in Canada. This is unsupportable.

The First Nations University of Canada came into being 35 years ago through a desire by First Nations Chiefs and
Elders of Saskatchewan to provide their people with quality post-secondary education, combining both Western
and Indigenous perspectives within a First Nations social and spiritual environment. It was the first Indian con-
trolled university/college in the world, and is a model for Aboriginal education nationally and internationally. Yet,
today that reputation is being systematically destroyed. Such an action is a disgrace to our country, and is bound to
harm our national and international reputation. While alternatives are being put forward to take care of the stu-
dents within mainline universities, such a plan will not take the place of the FNUniv as a unique institution of
higher learning serving a largely disadvantaged and misunderstood segment of the Canadian population. These are
not viable solutions. The only solution is to put in place long-term and equitable funding support to ensure the
continuity of FNUniv for the benefit of the Province and society at large.

Respectfully Yours,

R. W. Heber, Ph.D.
Full Professor
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CHAPTER 13

Reason #2: The Students

askatchewan Minister of Advanced Education Rob Norris says he cares about the 800 students at First Nations
University.  He says he wants to do what’s best for the students.  Now it’s time to listen to what the students

think is best for themselves: they want their school, the First Nations University of Canada, to continue operating.

Rob Norris says that our students can go to the University of Regina and the University of Saskatchewan, but that is
not what our students want (otherwise they would have gone to those institutions already).  First Nations Univer-
sity was founded because mainstream institutions do not work well for many of our people.  Our students cannot
just “cross the street” to take their programs at another institution.  Our students in Prince Albert do not even have
another university in their city to attend.  Our students at all three campuses want the special programs, faculty, and
environment that they cannot get elsewhere.  Students in our many special programs (Environmental Health and
Science, Linguistics, Indigenous Studies, Indigenous Education, to take a small sample) cannot get the same pro-
grams anywhere else in the province, country, or in some cases, world.

Write to Rob Norris now, expressing your opinion.
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Letter #2: Appeal from Joan Sanderson

o Canadian Leaders,

I am an Associate Professor in the School of Indian Social Work at the First Nations University of Canada, and have
been teaching in this wonderful institution for over twenty years. The School of Indian Social Work is independ-
ently accredited by the Canadian Association of Social Work Educators, and has been since 1992. We offer a certifi-
cate, a bachelor’s degree and a Master of Aboriginal Social Work.

I am a non-First Nations person who has had the amazing good fortune to learn from many of the first peoples who
carry the knowledge of their ancestors. I give back what I can, but it will never compare to the gifts I have received
from Elders, colleagues, students, friends and relatives about the philosophies, the ceremonies and the deep under-
standings of what it means to be a good human being. Alongside the beauty within the many First Nations’ cultures
there is also the anguish and the trauma of our colonial past. The School of Indian Social Work and the First
Nations University of Canada, through our academic programs, address both the positive and negative realities of
‘pre’ and ‘post’ contact history. I believe that this institution is a model for creating a new Canada; a country where
historical trauma can be relieved and the beauty and depth of the first cultures can be honoured and restored.

Administrative problems can be solved, but if eradication is the governments’ solution it is so shortsighted. This
institution is so much more than the mistakes of a few; it is permeated with the vision and energy of wise women
and men who are no longer with us physically; it is infused with the love and prayers of our Elders; it palpitates with
the excitement of students who are finding their identity and their purpose; it is a place of holistic learning, healing
and growing.

I know there are many allies amongst you. Fight for justice with us. Do not let ‘the apology’ ring hollow.

With Respect

Joan Sanderson

T



CHAPTER 15

Students’ Voices on the Importance of the First Nations University of
Canada

y name is Joan Sanderson and as an associate professor in the School of Indian Social Work at First Nations
University I developed a research project to provide an opportunity for Saskatoon Campus students to share

the impacts that this unique university has had in their lives. Data gathering has begun. Willing students respond to
the following two questions, and have the choice of remaining anonymous or not. They were aware that their
responses would be used in a variety of public forums, which now includes this blog.

Research questions:

1. “What has been the importance of First Nations University of Canada in your life and the lives of your extended
family?”

2. “Summarize in about one sentence what has been the importance of First Nations University in your life?”

Participants’ Responses:

Anonymous

1. The First Nations University of Canada has been important in my life as well as my extended family. When I
first attended school here I was in a bad place in my life. I was confused, but with the help and guidance from
the faculty and staff and students I was able to leave a very unhealthy relationship and start to better the lives of
me and my children. Going here has made me have a whole new way of thinking about life and how to live a
balanced and holistic way.

2. First Nations University has been important to my life because it has been my support to finish my schooling
and to become a better person.

Crystal Moser

1. The First Nations University has made me look at myself and my past and I felt safe and comfortable to deal
with past issues. Because I was able to deal with my past issues, my life has done a complete turnaround, which
has impacted my family in a very positive way. Prior to First Nations University I was so hurt by my past, I was
on many medications and diagnosed with two mood disorders. Since I have been in school I have become com-
fortable dealing with my hurt … now I haven’t been on medication for 1-½ years and have never been more
healthy and happy.

2. First Nations University has been a powerful, life altering experience.

Damien Rogue
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1. The First Nations University has been the birthplace to my family receiving a post-secondary education in both
my mothers and fathers family. The First Nations University was the only school that I felt comfortable in. The
atmosphere of the students and teachers made it easy for learning. Without this school I do not know the life
that I would be living. This school was a place of learning and healing. This was also a place where I rediscovered
my culture. I feel that this school filled a void in my life.

2. It filled a huge void in my life.

Anna Hendry

1. FNUniv has been important in the following ways:
• Being able to learn more about my culture, identity and values.
• Learn and speak another First Nation language.
• Being able to participate in ceremonies such as: pipe ceremonies, feasts, smudging, and sweatlodge.
• Being able to participate in art classes and the First Nation University of Canada pow-wow.

2. Being accepted in the Faculty of Indian Social Work program and fulfilling my dream of becoming a social
worker.

Jocelyn Campbell Chaplin

1. This university has taught me the importance of my First Nations culture. It has taught me to be proud of who I
am. I have become more spiritual and I now live a very different life, a better life.

2. First Nations University helped me believe in myself.

Tod Red-Iron

1. The First Nations University of Canada has been one of the most important and crucial aspects of my life to
date. It has put in place the missing links to my past, and to who I truly am, a First Nations person. Without the
First Nations University of Canada, I am not sure I would understand myself, my people, and my culture as well
as I do.

2. FNU’s importance has been in providing a path for the lost, linking our current society to our past as First
Nations people, and helping to uncover my true identity.

Gladys R. Sinclair

1.
In most of my classes (for this term), we address each other from a circle and I learn that the majority of the
other students are mothers and fathers of families. Some of the students are grandparents. A fair number of
these students have been through the mill. Nevertheless, there we all sit in the circle, working towards degrees. I
have never experienced the circle method of teaching, nor have I ever seen this demographic across the river at
the U of S among all the young white 20 year olds.

There’s good reason why this is so. First Nations people are distinct peoples, and we have lost so much, and have
been so disrespected. We First Nations people need, absolutely need, our own “places”, our own institutions, our
own high school (and we have one in this city) and most importantly our own university. I want this First
Nations University to continue, because I have a “place” here and the University of Saskatchewan, however well-
intentioned, could not meet that need.

2. I chose to attend the First Nations University over the U of S because I “fit in” and I have never felt that sense of
“fitting in” at the U of S where I was often the only brown face in classrooms and lecture theatres.
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Wendy Jacklin

1. The importance of the First Nations University of Canada in my life is that it has given me healing within myself
to help guide me in my decision and my education to obtain a Bachelor of Indian Social Work. This impacts my
extended family in a positive way, because it helps heal my family dynamics as well. In saying this it is also
helping heal the people that I come into contact with, because the ignorance that surrounds First Nations people
and culture runs in many circles that I visit. The knowledge and respect that I am given at this University, infil-
trates the dealings that I have with others.

2. The importance of University has been it is showing me how to heal, so I am able to be a productive member of
society.

Anonymous

1. The staff and professors have been understanding when it came to family issues. There is a cultural aspect to the
course in Indian Social Work. (I can only speak to the BISW or ASW due to the fact it is the only course I have
taken). My daughter would like to attend the school following her completion of high school.

2. It helped me find my culture, my voice and assisted me in being a stronger family member along with a positive
member of the community. It gave me confidence.

Gilbert Kewistep

1. This University has been very important for my healing journey. I might add that five of my children have fol-
lowed me to this educational institution. They have attained their degrees here, but the most important factor
that they received here was their sense of identity. This University allowed them to reclaim their family values
and how important they are in the family structure. I find that very important for them and how they relate to
their families and other people in general. This University has allowed the students and myself the will to grow
and has empowered each and every one of us. The identity and history that we are taught here is immeasurable.
I am very fortunate to have been selected to do my Undergraduate here. I will take the education that I have
been taught here and help those that need it.

2. I am thankful for the traditional education and assisting me on my healing journey.

Crystal Saulteaux

1. The importance of this institution to me is that I honor the fact that our “education” came from visions and
sacrifice of the old ones. This is my main reason for attending from my Undergrad to Masters Level. Secondly, I
see what education has provided to my mom and now myself and consequently my children. I hear from my
children how they are proud of me and how my education has enriched their lives. On a larger perspective, it is
my inherent right as a treaty stakes person.

2. It enhanced my own essence and my understanding of my history; it gave me a way to continue to heal, grow
and develop.

This project was approved by the Research Ethics Board of the University of Regina. If you have any concerns
or questions about your rights or treatment as a participant 585-4775 or by e-mail at research.ethics@ure-
gina.ca.
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CHAPTER 16

Lesley Bear, Alumna

y name is Lesley Bear and I am First Nations University Alumni, Northern Campus. I love First Nations Uni-
versity and the vision behind it. I graduated in 2006 with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing, and I graduated

from the first crop of graduates from the nursing program, here in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.

I am currently faculty at First Nations University and was awarded this position in June 2009. I am proud to tell my
students that I am a First Nations University graduate. I am currently working toward my Master’s degree in
nursing which has been made accessible to us here at FNUC.

First Nations University has made education accessible which is not just nice to have for our urban First Nations
populations, it is a need to have. It deeply saddens me think that this valuable educational institution may be
coming to an end.

Sincerely, Lesley Bear R.N. BSN
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Letter #3: Appeal from Carrie Bourassa

ear Ministers, Leaders and Legislators: I am a Métis academic who has worked at the First Nations University
of Canada (FNUniv) for the past 9 years. I work alongside the most amazing colleagues in Canada and we are

the educational home to incredibly talented First Nations, Métis, Inuit, Indigenous and non-Aboriginal students.
While there is no question that our institution is in dire need of governance reforms and accountability, I am
appalled that the federal and provincial governments would see fit to withdraw funding at this critical time when
changes are finally being implemented. Not only has the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations implemented a
new board, but the resolution passed last week also calls for the full implementation of the recommendations from
the All Chiefs’ Task Force as well as the upcoming Begay report on governance. It may seem like a reasonable deci-
sion given the turmoil we’ve experienced since 2005 when sitting from afar, however, we have been in existence
since 1976 and have an incredible track record of graduating well prepared students. There are hundreds of incred-
ible alumni contributing to the Canadian workforce. If you spent one day on campus you would see the difference
that FNUniv makes in the lives of our students. You would see the success stories that go unnoticed by those who
are not here everyday. I have had First Nations students graduate who told me they never would have had the
courage to go to a mainstream university. They did not think they were smart enough and worthy enough but they
found the courage to come here because of our reputation … the Elder, faculty and staff support of students is
second to none. I have so many stories I could share, as could the rest of our faculty. The fact of the matter is that
although our society is changing and we see positive progress such as the apology by Prime Minister Harper for the
devastating effects of Residential School, there is still much healing to be done. Students who attend FNUniv come
here not only to get a quality education, but in many cases, to heal. FNUniv plays an important role that other uni-
versities cannot achieve. Moreover, we are educating not only First Nations students, but also non-Aboriginal stu-
dents. Our classes are often filled with non-Aboriginal students who know how important it is to learn about Abo-
riginal issues … many of whom learn about these issues for the first time in their lives. Indeed, FNUniv plays a vital
role in preparing students for the workplace - any workplace in Canada. While it has been suggested over the past
few days that FNUniv is no longer needed and that mainstream universities could take over our programs, I must
vehemently disagree. We are needed now more than ever in this era of truth and reconciliation. No one denies that
we need governance reform and greater accountability. In fact, faculty have been advocating for this since 2005,
however, assimilating our students and programs into mainstream institutions is not the answer. I fear that this
move will set Aboriginal education back 25 years. I urge you to advocate for reinstatement of our federal and pro-
vincial funding. We always say that the youth are the future. I fear that for many of our Aboriginal youth, their
educational future is at stake and that is something we should all be concerned about. Respectfully, Carrie Bourassa,
Ph.D. Associate Professor Indigenous Health Studies Dept. of Science First Nations University of Canada
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Liberals call on Harper government to help keep First Nations
University open

or Immediate Release February 10, 2010 Liberals call on Harper government to help keep First Nations U open
OTTAWA – Liberal Aboriginal Affairs Critic Todd Russell is calling on the Harper government to work with

the First Nations University of Canada (FNUC) to resolve its governance issues, rather than simply washing its
hands of it by taking away its funding. “Everyone recognizes that there continues to be serious financial and gover-
nance problems at the University, but taking this approach – removing all its funding as punishment – is only going
to hurt Aboriginal peoples who are trying to get an education,” said Mr. Russell. Mr. Russell pointed out how a new
interim board of governors has been appointed at the school to try and deal with the issues plaguing the institution,
and rather than simply pulling the more than $7.3 million the school relies on to stay open, the Conservatives
should appoint someone to work with the new board. “Coming up with long-term solutions to the economic and
social challenges facing First Nations people and communities is something that has eluded federal governments for
generations. This school has the potential to help meet that challenge, which is why the Harper government should
be doing everything possible to keep it open.” The withdrawal of government funding for FNUC will impact stu-
dents, families and faculty who have dedicated themselves to providing a culturally-sensitive and respectful learning
environment for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students alike. “The Harper government has failed to show leader-
ship and needs to put students and families first. All parties need to come together to work in a transparent and
accountable manner, particularly given the importance of FNUC as a Canadian institution with a vision that
respects and recognizes First Nation’s values, cultures, and traditions,” said Mr. Russell. -30- Contact: Office of
Todd Russell, MP: 613-996-4630
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Reason #3: Indian Education is a Treaty Right

ndian education in Canada is not a benefit, it is a treaty right, in force as long as the grass grows and the rivers
flow, among many rights earned by the transfer of over 1.2 million square miles of land, and the associated use

and mineral rights, from Indian ownership to the British Crown.

According to Treaty 6: “And further, Her Majesty agrees to maintain schools for instruction in such reserves hereby
made, as to her Government of the Dominion of Canada may seem advisable, whenever the Indians of the reserve
shall desire it;”

The Government of Canada has already issued an apology for past grievous errors in the area of education for First
Nations people (residential schooling). Their current course of action, withdrawing funding to the First Nations
University of Canada, is another grievous error and flies in the face of our Treaty right to education: education for
all our students, not just those who can succeed in mainstream universities. Supporting this University supports our
young people to become educated, free from poverty, and contributing members of society.

Let’s hope the next generation of Canadians does not have to apologize for the actions of the Harper government
today. Write to your MP today expressing your dismay at the Chuck Strahl’s withdrawal of funding for First
Nations University.
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Thursday, February 11 Events

lease attend the following events if you can.

• 10 am to 11 am: Monthly Pipe Ceremony in the ceremonial tipi, Regina Campus
• 1 pm: Rally at the Provincial Legislature, Regina
• 1 pm: Simultaneous march starting at First Nations University Saskatoon Campus
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Reason #4: First Nations University Northern Campus

ress Release – February 11, 2010 First Nations University of Canada, Northern Campus The Northern Campus
of the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) has provided programs in Prince Albert for the past 16

years. Currently 440 students are registered here. The University is open to both Aboriginal and non Aboriginal
students. Approximately 4500 students have attended the Northern Campus, which is comprised of two depart-
ments—Community Development and Health Sciences. The Department of Community Development offers pro-
grams in Arts, Human Justice, Administration, Indian Social Work, and Indigenous Education. Classes are deliv-
ered to students in Prince Albert, Black Lake, Southend, and Lac La Ronge. The Health Sciences Department over-
sees the Northern Health Sciences Access Program, the Nursing Education Program of Saskatchewan (NEPS), and
the National School of Dental Therapy. The Department of Community Development has delivered programs in
Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario, and British Colombia and will continue to do so upon request from First Nations com-
munities across Canada. Having the Northern Campus in Prince Albert is integral to the educational needs of local
residents and communities throughout northern Saskatchewan. The social and economic impact is undeniable.
Offering post secondary education to students in Prince Albert means students do not have to relocate away from
their families and communities. Furthermore, students feel supported taking programs at the Northern Campus
and appreciate the unique sense of belonging created by the faculty, sessional lecturers, and staff. Elders provide
further support for students through traditional customs and teachings. Withdrawal of federal and provincial
funding jeopardizes the future of the First Nations University of Canada. We feel very strongly that it is an educa-
tional and cultural obligation that the Northern Campus of FNUniv remains in Prince Albert. If you recognize the
unique role of Northern Campus in serving the educational needs of this region and its peoples, we encourage you
to contact your communities and/or your MLA to ask that resources be allocated to ensure that the University can
continue to fulfill its mandate. Contact Information: Carrie LaVallie, Co-manager, Northern Campus, Director
Health Sciences Telephone: (306) 765-3333 ext. 7505; Email: clavallie@firstnationsuniversity.ca Carmen Forrest,
Co-manager, Northern Campus, Director Community Development Telephone: (306) 765-3333 ext. 7530; Email:
cforrest@firstnationsuniversity.ca Sheila Ahenakew, Assistant Director, National School of Dental Therapy Tele-
phone: (306) 763-8888; Email: sahenakew@firstnationsuniversity.ca
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Event: Rally in Prince Albert

irst Nations University of Canada Students
“Walking for the Future”

Thursday February 11th, 2010

Itinerary
11:00am- “Break the Winter Blues” FREE Turkey Lunch at #23 11 street west.
12:00pm- Carmen Forrest & Carrie Lavallee to address students @ 2nd site.
1:00pm Walk from the 2nd site to Main Campus and back. Opening speaker Dwain Lingenfelter Provincial Leader
of the NDP

Why join this walk?

• To show your support to the continuing education of both native and non-native post secondary students.
• Let our students dream of success be a reality.
• Education is vital to the development and growth of any community.
• First Nations University is vital to Saskatchewanʼs future.
• The closing of Canadaʼs first Aboriginal run and focused university will effect not only the students but the

economy for the entire city of Prince Albert.

Facts about First Nations University in Prince Albert

• Offers Unique programming such as Registered Nursing.
• Dental Therapy which is the only program of its kind in Canada.
• Indian Social Work offers an essential multi-cultural component for all clientele that combines other cultural

beliefs and practices with contemporary social work practice.
• Welcoming to people of all race, creeds and colour.
• A supportive environment for students who would otherwise not access Post-Secondary education in many

cases.
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Rallies Today! Thursday, February 11 at 1 pm

Regina: rally at 1 pm at the Provincial Legislature

Saskatoon: march to Rob Norris’s constituency office starting at 1 pm at the First Nations University campus on
Duke Street

Prince Albert: march down Central Avenue starting at 1 pm at #23 11 Street West
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Statement by Ralph Goodale

ebruary 11th, 2010

Statement by The Honourable Ralph Goodale, PC, MP (Wascana)
RE: First Nations University of Canada

The events surrounding First Nations University of Canada are deeply troubling.

There is no doubt that the problems in governance and management are serious and absolutely must be properly
and credibly fixed. Responsible remedial action has been too long in coming. But the drastic response of the federal
government – to throw the baby out with the bath water – is wrong.

It smacks of a government looking for an excuse to flush away an institution it never believed in. Such an approach
is short-sighted and destructive.

For more than 30 years, FNUniv (and its predecessor SIFC) have provided culturally attuned post-secondary educa-
tion opportunities for thousands of young people who want to learn in an environment that respects and fosters
their spiritual values and traditions. They want to equip themselves to “give-back” to their First Nations communi-
ties and to Saskatchewan and Canada as a whole. And beyond teaching, FNUniv is also a valuable centre of research
and community-based outreach.

Newly-elected Chief Lonechild and the First Nations leadership of Saskatchewan are striving to come to grips with
the governance and management issues. They are taking decisive steps to correct past problems. To cut them off at
the knees now would be premature to say the least, and possibly bordering on bad faith.

Dedicated faculty at FNUniv have always worked very hard, both now and in the past, to demonstrate high stand-
ards of instruction and educational professionalism. The students of the university have been extraordinary in
seeking the best for their institution – from government funders, yes, but also from First Nations leaders too.

This whole effort – rooted in real needs and in a noble idea three decades ago – should not now be destroyed. Egos,
self-interest and politics should be set aside. The hopes and aspirations of the students (present and future) must be
front-and-centre.

I have heard from students, staff and faculty. I have spoken with both Minister Norris and Minister Strahl. In par-
ticular to the federal Minister, I have emphasized his overarching fiduciary responsibility with respect to First
Nations people.

F



In my view, fulfilling that responsibility requires Minister Strahl to bring the authority, the engagement, the good
will and the resources of the Government of Canada to help repair and restore First Nations University of Canada –
in collaboration with all its partners and supporters. Fix it; don’t kill it! And we should all do our best to help.

-30-

Contact: (613) 943-4995
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Reminder: Rallies Today, February 11, 2010

Regina: rally at 1 pm at the Provincial Legislature

Saskatoon: march to Rob Norris’s constituency office starting at 1 pm at the First Nations University campus on
Duke Street

Prince Albert: march down Central Avenue starting at 1 pm at #23 11 Street West
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CAUT Condemns Federal Government Decision

AUT condemns federal government decision to end funding for First Nations University of Canada

(Ottawa, February 8, 2009) The Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT) is condemning the federal
government’s decision to end funding for the First Nations University of Canada four days after long-called for
reforms have been initiated.

Chuck Strahl, Minister for Indian and Northern Affairs, announced today that funding would cease as of March 31,
2010.

“We are in disbelief,” said CAUT executive director James Turk. “We’ve written to Minister Strahl to urge him, in
the strongest terms, to reverse this destructive decision.”

“For the past five years, we’ve been the most vocal critic of what has been happening at First Nations University,
even taking the extraordinary step in November 2008 of censuring the institution’s administration – the first uni-
versity we have had to censure in almost 30 years,” said Turk. “In that time, the federal government has been silent.”

Strahl’s announcement came just four days after the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations acted to correct the
governance problems at the institution by dissolving the Board of Governors and indicating that it would imple-
ment the recommendations of its 2005 All-Chiefs’ Task Force – a move long called for by CAUT and the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan.

“If the decision to end funding isn’t reversed, the government will be shutting the doors of the First Nations Univer-
sity of Canada at the very moment that positive change is finally underway,” said Turk.

“Destroying the First Nations University serves no one, as no other university fulfills the same function or has the
same relation to First Nations peoples.”
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Letter #4: Student Counselor in Prince Albert

ear Minister Strahl and Premier Wall:

As a student counselor at the FNUniv Northern Campus in Prince Albert, SK, I have personally witnessed how
attending an Indigenous institution affects First Nations and Métis students. Faculty and staff fulfilling the FNUniv
mission statement in everyday actions gives the students a feeling of collective belonging, which is so important in
First Nations and Métis culture. Often, FNUniv is where students are able to reconnect with their cultural traditions
and language, something that has been taken from their families through residential schools and colonization. Stu-
dents are reassured that educational success is within their reach when they have Indigenous role models sur-
rounding them in every area of the university. Many times, students have told me that they are so glad to be able to
attend FNUniv because they did not feel like they belonged at the other universities.

FNUniv is about so much more that the actions of a few people. Yes, I work at FNUniv, but you know what, I can
get a job anywhere….but I choose to work here. It is not about me, it is about the current students and future gener-
ations of students to come…..

Respectfully,

Jackie Nixon
Student Counselor
Health Sciences
First Nations University of Canada
Northern Campus
1301 Central Avenue
Prince Albert, SK S6V 4W1

Tel: (306)765-3333 Ext. 7135 Fax: (306)765-3330/3331
jnixon@firstnationsuniversity.ca
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Letter #5, to the Provincial NDP

ello Opposition,

Your voice has been thundering with quiet. I have to ask - Are you in support of the financial strangulation of
FNUniv? You were frustrated with the slow progress back in ‘07. I get that. As a faculty member I have been frus-
trated, too. In my heart I have to believe, however, that the NDP would have maintained a commitment to the sur-
vival of First Nations U, and would not have embraced an agenda of destruction with a dose of ‘Divide and Con-
quer’. I have to believe that most of you understand the incredible importance of this institution.

First this institution was dreamed by the grassroots first people who knew that education would provide a good life.
Leaders arose who knew these things, too. Their children and grandchildren had to have the same opportunities,
but they knew that ‘same’ does not look the same. The higher education institution that their children needed
would emulate the old wisdom of their grandparents; it would feel like a circle; it would smell like sage; it would
beat like the drum.

Then partners were found - allies who could experience the sweetness of the dream. The president of the U of R was
one such true friend, as is our current president, I believe. And many of you are our true friends. Smell the sweet-
ness of the dream again. It is just over there beyond the mistakes and the procrastination of the past few year. Is this
institution wounded? Yes. But is it also magnificent? YES.

Our institution and our province needs the platform of reconciliation that your party represents. Fight the good
fight with us. Demand that we change, but demand that we stay.

With Respect,

Joan Sanderson
Associate Professor
School of Indian Social Work
First Nations University of Canada
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Saskatchewan NDP press release

all Government Must Support First Nations University

NDP First Nations and Metis Relations Critic Warren McCall said today the Wall government should listen to stu-
dents and faculty at First Nations University (FNUniv) and restore funding to their institution. “Since the board has
been dissolved and reforms are being made, as requested, the Wall government must indicate their support for this
institution,” McCall said.

“This is particularly important in light of the federal government’s announcement today that they will follow the
Wall government’s lead and withdraw more than $7 Million in funding FNUniv. Funding from both governments
comprises nearly half of the university’s operating budget, and if this is not reinstated, the viability of the institution
will be at stake.”

“One has to ask: Did the Wall and Harper government want to get this valuable institution back on track, or were
they looking for an excuse to shut down this university for good?” McCall asked.

“The mission of the First Nations University is as valid today as it was 34 years ago at the founding of the Saskatch-
ewan Indian Federated College, or when Prince Edward attended the grand opening of FNUniv in 2003,” McCall
said. “First Nations University has been a critical partnership for building Saskatchewan’s future—one that has seen
the education of thousands of students and the development of First Nations capacity. At its best, it has brought the
people of Saskatchewan closer together in understanding and respect. It should be strengthened and supported, not
scrapped.”

“The Canadian Association of University Teachers has indicated that they are encouraged with progress that is
being made and that they are prepared to lift their censure of the university. The FSIN has indicated a very strong
commitment to addressing concerns around governance and financial accountability. Most importantly, the stu-
dents at First Nations University have demonstrated their dedication, commitment, and overwhelming desire for
the continuation of the institution,” McCall said.“Unfortunately, recent remarks by the Premier suggest that the
government is looking for an excuse to dismantle the First Nations University for good. This would be a mistake.
The Wall government must show their support for the students and the faculty and staff at First Nations University
and commit to reinstating funding. And they should call on their federal Conservative cousins to do the same,”
McCall concluded.
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For further information, please contact:Sandra Jackle at the NDP Caucus Office - (306) 787- 6349
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CHAPTER 30

Lorena Lynn Cote, alumna

y name is Lorena Lynn Cote. I am a Saulteaux Lecturer with the Department of Indian Languages, Literatures
and Linguistics at First Nations University of Canada. I received my BA from Saskatchewan Indian Federated

College (predecessor of First Nations University) in 2002 in Saulteaux Language Studies. In my last semester of
classes I had the opportunity to teach introductory Saulteaux as a sessional and this is how my interest in teaching
my language began. In 2005 I was accepted in Graduate Studies through the University of Regina. I have completed
two classes through U of R Grad Studies and since transferred to the Canadian Plains Research Center. In July 2006
I gained employment with the First Nations University of Canada as a Level I Lecturer for Saulteaux. I have been
teaching full time since my hiring in 2006 and as a sessional since 2002.

The reason I chose to attend SIFC was that I wanted to learn about myself and my people. Where else can we learn
about things like that? They are not taught in schools or in the home. This also got me interested in continuing my
studies, my intended completion of my Masters is 2010. The main reason for continuing my education and teaching
at this institution is because of the uniqueness of the courses, faculty, students and support staff. Where else in the
world can I go to learn my language and about my people? Everyone should be allowed to learn about themselves.
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CHAPTER 31

Letter #6: The Canadian Association of University Teachers

ebruary 8, 2010

The Hon. Chuck Strahl
Minister of Indian & Northern Affairs Canada
House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

Dear Minister:

We are in disbelief at your announcement today that the Federal Government is cutting off funding for the First
Nations University of Canada. We urge you, in the strongest terms, to reverse your decision.

For the past five years, the Canadian Association of University Teachers has been the most vocal critic of what has
been happening at FNUniv. During that time, the Federal Government said and did virtually nothing. We took the
extraordinary step of censuring the board and administration of FNUniv – the first university we have had to cen-
sure in almost 30 years.

Finally, last Thursday, the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations acted decisively to correct the governance
problems at FNUniv – dissolving the Board of Governors and indicating that it would implement the governance
recommendations of its 2005 All-Chiefs’ Task Force. This is what we and the Government of Saskatchewan had
been pressing them to do.

Three days later, you announce that the Federal Government is cutting off funding to the institution. Had you taken
action any time in the past five years when the FSIN was refusing to address the serious governance problems at
FNUniv, your action would have been understandable and would likely have helped bring about necessary change.
But to cut off FNUniv funding after FSIN takes decisive action to solve the problems serves no useful purpose what-
soever, except perhaps to divert that money to Mr. Flaherty’s deficit reduction program.

We urge you in the strongest terms to reconsider your decision. If you do not, you are ensuring the destruction of
the First Nations University of Canada at the very moment when the FSIN took the necessary steps to get the Uni-
versity back on its proper path. Destroying the First Nations University serves no one, as no other university in
Canada fulfills the same function nor has the same relation to Canada’s First Nations peoples.

It will be solely your choice as to whether the First Nations University lives or dies, as the Federal Government is the
principal funder of the University and has lead governmental responsibility for First Nations education. Unless you
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reverse your decision, the University will most certainly die. It would be bitterly ironic for that to happen after the
FSIN has relented and created the circumstances for the FNUniv to be what you, the Government of Saskatchewan
and we have long wanted.

We await word of your willingness to reconsider.

Yours sincerely,

James L. Turk
Executive Director
/mmp

cc: The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada
The Hon. Rob Norris, Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour
Chief Guy Lonechild, Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations
Prof. Randy Lundy, Chair, FNUniv Academic Council
Prof. Janice Foley, Chair, University of Regina Faculty Association
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Letter #7: Ben Schenstead to the National Aboriginal Achievement
Foundation

O: Roberta Jamieson, President & CEO
National Aboriginal Achievement Awards (NAAA)

P.O. Box 759
2160 Fourth Line Rd.
Six Nations of the Grand River
Ohsweken, ON, N0A 1M0

C.C. Mr. Andre Morriseau, Secretariat NAAF Awards

Dear Roberta:

We haven’t met, but allow me to introduce myself — I performed at the NAAF Awards Shows in Winnipeg in 2003
and in Ottawa in 2004, on classical guitar, when Jon Kim Bell was CEO. Many years earlier, I had applied to the
NAAF for an arts grant which enabled me to attend a masterclass in Montana in 1989. I am thankful to the NAAF
for supporting my career, and giving me not one, but two wonderful opportunities to perform to large televised
audiences. These are among the highlights of my performing career and I will always be indebted to the NAAF for
these. I am just one of many across Canada who have benefited from your grant programs, and the various educa-
tional/career programs which you offer.

The reason I am writing today, however, is not concerning myself, but the university which I have the privilege of
teaching at over the last few years —the First Nations University of Canada. I am currently an Assistant Professor of
Education in the Indigenous Education department.

You have no doubt heard recent reports regarding FNUniv and the questions regarding its viability. The Saskatch-
ewan government announced on Feb 3rd it is pulling funding for FNUniv effective April 1, $5.2 million. This was
immediately followed by the Federal Government announcing on Feb 8th that it would also cancel its funding, $7.3
million. This amounts to $12. 5 million, more than half of FNUniv’s operating budget. We are particularly disap-
pointed that funding was pulled while long-awaited changes were finally being done, namely, the dissolving of the
Board of Governors by Chief Lonechild of the FSIN, on Feb 4, 2010.

Although talks are currently underway with the province and the University of Regina (through which our degrees
are awarded), the future of FNUniv is uncertain. Our students in recent days have lobbied government, staging pro-
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tests and rallies calling for reinstatement of funding. They are demanding that FNUniv stay open so that they may
finish their courses in the university where they enrolled.

The First Nations University of Canada was the first Indian controlled university/college in the world, and is highly
regarded nationally and internationally as being a model for Aboriginal education. FNUniv honours both Western
and Indigenous perspectives within a First Nations cultural environment. Although most of our students are First
Nations, we have many students who are non-First Nations, who attend our university because they consider Indig-
enous perspectives important to them personally and professionally. FNUniv offers a wide range of programs with
main campuses in Regina, Saskatoon, and Prince Albert, and with extension courses being taught throughout
Northern Saskatchewan and in other provinces.

The NAAF Awards Show will be held in Regina, March 26, at the Conexus Centre, just a stone’s throw away from
the beautiful First Nations of Canada building. The NAAF has always stood for education, and for assisting Abo-
riginal youth who aspire to make a difference. The NAAF has enabled countless individuals to follow their dreams,
by providing grants and bursaries to deserving Aboriginal people. The NAAF has honoured First Nations Univer-
sity faculty and staff through its awards; recipients of the National Aboriginal Achievement Award include former
President of FNUniv, Dr. Eber Hampton, and Cecil King (Education), and the Rev. Stan Cuthand (lifetime achieve-
ment). There are a number of other award recipients, including Maria Campbell (arts) who have also taught at
FNUniv.

With the NAAF show being in Regina this year, I would ask whether it might be possible for you to consider sup-
porting First Nations University at this time of need. This may be through including a public appeal, or statement of
support at the show itself, on media and local publicity, on your website, or by having you or your staff write letters
of support to legislators in both the federal and provincial governments. There may be other ways that the NAAF
can support us which you may know of.

I am attaching a link to our faculty’s blog which contains the latest activities, press releases, letters of support,
addresses of legislators, and other information regarding the current situation at FNUniv.

http://fnuniv.wordpress.com/

While changes are needed at FNUniv, this process has already begun. Both the provincial and federal governments
must put in place long-term and equitable funding support to ensure the continuity of FNUniv for the benefit of the
Province and Canada. We hope that as long-time friends of FNUniv, the NAAF may be able to add its voice to our
cause so that this unique university may fulfill its mandate.

Thank you and best wishes for another successful Awards Show!

Ben Schenstead, Assistant Professor
Department of Indigenous Education
First Nations University of Canada
1 First Nations Way
Regina, SK S4S 7K2
306-790-5950 ext. 3257
Toll-free: 1-800-267-6303

Letter #7:  Ben Schenstead to the National… 41



CHAPTER 33

Letter #8: Federal NDP Aboriginal Affairs Critic

ebruary 11, 2010

The Honourable Chuck Strahl, MP
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs
607 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6
BY FAX (613) 944-9376

Dear Minister,

It was with a heavy heart that I heard the news you were withdrawing funding from the First Nations University of
Canada in response to the province of Saskatchewan choosing to withhold funding.

The events of the last few years certainly have raised questions about the governance of the university. Faculty and
students alike have asked for changes. It was heartening to see the Federation of Saskatchewan Indians finally real-
izing that changes needed to be made to protect the viability and standing of FNUniv. Chief Guy Lonechild should
be congratulated for showing leadership and stepping down from the Board of Directors which encouraged all
Chiefs to take the necessary steps to change that body.

The FNUniv, like First Nations Technical Institute before it, is not like mainstream post-secondary institutions in
Canada. It offers a range of programs that is focused on rural and remote communities and the skills students need
to live and prosper there.

This institution offer programs that no other post-secondary institution does in Saskatchewan. On a recent visit to
Saskatoon I met with two nursing instructors from FNUniv who spoke to me about their goals. They said that
FNUniv was unique because it recruited First Nations students with the intent of training them to return to their
home communities. Given the state of health care in remote and rural communities and the lack of access to serv-
ices, that role is invaluable.

While they spoke, I also understood what they were not saying. That they were proud to be supporting their com-
munities; that they were proud to be surrounded by First Nations and Métis students; and that they were proud of
their school.
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Minister Strahl, we have disagreed in the past on your government’s responsibilities around post-secondary educa-
tion for First Nations, Inuit and Métis students. Your decision to withdraw the funding from FNUniv now is not
just a repudiation of the governance of that institution; it will effectively destroy any chance of FNUniv continuing
as a stand-alone school.

My concern is that you see this as an opportunity to devolve responsibility for post-secondary education of Abo-
riginal students to the provinces. That should be a separate issue from the governance issues at FNUniv. New Dem-
ocrats do not support the federal government devolving responsibility for Aboriginal post-secondary education to
the provinces.

That is why I am calling on you to re-instate the funding for First Nations University immediately but with the
condition that the new Board of Governors work with your department to develop an action plan to address the
governance issues. That is the best option for the students, the instructors and the institution. Now is not the time
to wash your hands of this responsibility, now when concrete steps are finally being taken to re-establish First
Nations University’s pre-eminent position as an institution of higher learning for Aboriginal students.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours truly,

Jean Crowder, MP
NDP Aboriginal Affairs Critic
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Reason #5: The Centre for International Academic Exchange

Centre for International Academic Exchange
First Nations University of Canada
Report of Activities 2006-2010

Introduction:

The First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) has, as part of its mission, a mandate to promote and support
international Indigenous education and community development through the building of international partner-
ships for academic exchange.  International Indigenous academic exchange supports the United Nations Working
Group on Indigenous Populations (WGIP) with its focus on Indigenous peoples and education. The FNUniv is in a
unique position to contribute to international Indigenous education while enhancing its own profile as a leader in
education and research for Indigenous peoples around the world.

Background:

The First Nations University of Canada, (formerly the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College, SIFC) began
working internationally in 1982 in the areas of academic exchange, political and human rights advocacy, and cross-
cultural Indigenous education programs.  Much of the early history of international work at SIFC/ FNUniv was
carried out through the Indigenous Centre for International Development (ICID).  In 2005 the Centre for Interna-
tional Academic Exchange (CIAE) was established at FNUniv to advance International exchange, and to date has
established linkages with 32 universities and research institutes to advance Indigenous International Academic
Exchange.

Activities in International Exchange at FNUniv: 2006-2009

Between 2006-2009 the CIAE at FNUniv worked to build positive international relations with academic institutions,
Indigenous organizations, and Indigenous peoples in the Asia Pacific Region and in the Americas.  The following is
a list of these ongoing activities.

International Exchange Agreements:

• 2009. Formalized an exchange agreement with the Universidad De La Frontera, Temuco, Chile.
• 2008. Formalized the academic exchange agreement with Beifang Ethnic University, Yinchuan, People’s Republic

of China. December, 2008.



• 2008. Renewed academic exchange with partner institution, the Central University of Nationalities, (now the
Ethnic University of China), Beijing December, 2008.

• 2008, Formalized an Academic Exchange Agreement with the Universidad Intercultural Maya de Quintana Roo,
Mexico. August, 2008.

• 2007. Signed an exchange agreement with the North University for Ethnics, (now the Beifang Ethnic University),
Yinchuan, People’s Republic of China. July, 2007.

• 2007.  Signed an exchange agreement with the Department of Indigenous Cultures, The National Dong Hwa
University, Taiwan July, 2007.

• 2006. Finalized an exchange agreement with Charles Darwin University, School of Australian Indigenous Knowl-
edge Systems, Darwin, Australia October, 2006.

• 2006.  Finalized an exchange agreement with the Institute of Aboriginal Health, Tzu Chi University, Taiwan at a
signing ceremony at FNUniv July, 2006.

Academic Exchange:

• 2009. Hosted a visiting researcher to FNUniv from the Universite Blaise Pascal, France to carry out research into
First Nations Spirituality, January-July, 2009.

• 2009.  Hosted a visiting researcher to FNUniv from the College of Foreign Languages, Chongqing University of
Posts and Telecommunications, People’s Republic of China to carry out an eleven-month research under a grant
from the Canada-China Scholars’ Exchange Program into Aboriginal Women and Education in Canada (super-
visor, Prof. Miriam McNab). March, 2008-February, 2009.

• 2008 Hosted one student to FNUniv from our partner institution, the Universidad Intercultural Maya de Quin-
tana Roo, Mexico to take classes in Indigenous Studies as visiting students. August, 2008.

• 2008 Hosted two medical students to FNUniv from our partner institution, the Tzu Chi University, Taiwan to
carry out a one month residency into Aboriginal Medicine in Canada through the FNUniv. August, 2008.

• 2007 Hosted visiting Researcher to FNUniv from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing to carry out a
ten month research at FNUniv under a grant from the Canada-China Scholars’ Exchange Program into Cana-
dian embassy, Beijing into Aboriginal Education in Canada’. January 1 to December 31, 2007.

• June-August, 2007: Two students from FNUniv carried out visiting exchange to our partner institution, Tzu Chi
University, Taiwan.

Workshops:

• 2009. Attended AUCC Workshop Bringing an International Dimension to the Curriculum of Canadian Universi-
ties: Policies and Practices Leading to Effective Change. Ottawa, January 27-28, 2009.

• 2008. Attended AUCC Workshop Learning and Success. Winnipeg, Nov. 25, 2008.

Conferences and Conference Proceedings:

• 2010. Co-Hosting the 6th International Conference on Indigenous Education: Pacific Rim to be hosted by the
Catholic University of Australia and the Charles Darwin University in Cairns, Australia, December 18-20, 2010.

• 2009. Hosted the 5th International Conference on Indigenous Education: Pacific Nations. Honolulu, May 26-30,
2009.

• 2009. Publication of Proceedings from the 5th International Conference on Indigenous Education: Pacific
Nations: Indigenous Education: Pacific Nations, Robert Wesley Heber (ed.), October, 2009.

• 2008 Publication of Proceedings from the 4th International Conference on Indigenous Education: Asia/ Pacific
titled: International Issues in Indigenous Education. Robert Wesley Heber (ed.), March, 2008.

• 2007. Hosted The 4th International Conference on Indigenous Education: Asia/ Pacific. Vancouver, Canada. July,
2007.
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Adjunct Professor, CIAE/ INDG studies:

• 2009 Chairman of the Indigenous People’s Sustainable Development Association (IPSDA) from the Kalibuan
Village, Bunun tribe, Nantou County in Taiwan was appointed Adjunct Professor in the Department of Indige-
nous Studies at the First Nations University of Canada.

International Developments, CIAE:

• 2009. Development of an English as Additional Language (EAL) program at FNUniv to commence spring of
2010 at FNUniv, Saskatoon.

• 2009. Developing a class through the Department of Indigenous Studies at FNUniv (INDG 496) Selected Topics
in Indigenous Studies to be held through IPSDA in Taiwan, July, 2011.

• 2008-2009. Advancing the Consortium for International Exchange (CIE) with international partners and
national and international Indigenous programs.
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CHAPTER 35

Letter #9 from Darlene Juschka

o Rob Norris, Saskatchewan Minister of Advanced Education, and Bill Hutchinson, Saskatchewan Minister of
First Nations and Métis Relations:

I am writing in response to your recent decision to withdraw funding from First Nations University. I understand
that there have been some difficulties with some of those in leadership and turmoil coming from this at First
Nations University over the last several years. However, I do not agree with imperiling First Nations University and
its self-governance in light of these difficulties. The University of Regina has also managerial issues and fiscal irreg-
ularities particularly at the end of Dr. David Barnard’s tenure as president to the tune of a deficit 1.2 million dollars.
I note in this instance that the government did not step in and question Dr. Barnard’s leadership, financial services
at the U of R, and not was the university’s funding imperiled. My point here is that there are many kinds of gover-
nance problems, issues, irregularities in white-settler universities across Canada, and First Nations University is not
unique in this. What is unique, however, is the surveillance and disciplining that is applied to First Nations Univer-
sity. This is I find highly problematic. Furthermore, it seems to me that you folks should not be punishing First
Nations University, its faculty and staff; rather I might suggestion you focus your attention on a few questionable
people in management positions at First Nations University.

So please decease and desist from this path you have chosen, and consider working with and empowering those
people who care about and work at First Nations University.

Sincerely
Darlene Juschka
Associate Professor Women’s and Gender Studies and Religious Studies University of Regina
Regina, SK
S4S 0A2
306-585-5280
Darlene.Juschka@uregina.ca
http://www.arts.uregina.ca/womens-gender-studies
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Letter #10: Open Statement to Premier Wall and Prime Minister Harper
to Restore Funding to the First Nations University of Canada

y name is Dr. Herman Michell. I am a person of Woodlands Cree/Dene/Inuit heritage. I grew up in a trapping
family in a small northern Saskatchewan community (Kinoosao). I am an Associate Professor with tenure at

First Nations University of Canada. I have been with this institution for 10 years. When the opportunity arose for
me to come and work at First Nations University, it was like coming home after a long absence. I had finally found a
place where I could work directly with my own people in order to make a difference in their lives. The following
may not reflect the perspectives of all my colleagues. I ask readers to take what they need and leave the rest.

As a professor of First Nations heritage, I know first hand what our students go through on a daily basis. It takes a
special kind of empathy of having lived the life of a colonized person to reach and connect with them. We have the
highest concentration of Aboriginal faculty at First Nations University of Canada. I have gone through the entire
education system myself. I have studied at four mainstream universities. I have three university degrees. I know
what it is like to be the only brown face sitting in a classroom. I know what it feels like to be isolated and alienated in
an institution that does not honor your cultural heritage and worldview. I know what it feels like to have to educate
professors because they have no clue how you think and why we see the world in a different way. I know what our
First Nations students go through because I am one of them. I know what it is like to struggle for survival on band
funding. My own children suffered while I went to university because I could not afford the little things that other
kids enjoy. Every time our students walk out that door, they face many forms of racism, some blatant and some
hidden but otherwise felt. You have no idea how humiliating it is to be followed by store security because of the
color of your skin. You have no idea what it feels like for your institution to be openly attacked in the media because
you don’t quite have your ‘affairs in order’ or that you just don’t quite ‘measure up’ to Euro-settler society and how
they run their institutions. This is a ‘First Nations-based’ university that requires a ‘First Nations-based’ governance
system in order for it to be truly ours. Why is this so hard to understand? First Nations University of Canada is a
safe place where students are able to find themselves and learn amidst an increasingly chaotic world. It is a place
where they are free to explore Indigenous knowledge systems that do not require validation from Euro-centric
frameworks. It is a place where we can freely practice our traditional spiritual practices. I came to work at First
Nations University of Canada so that no brother or sister of mine will ever have to go through what I went through
in the Canadian education system. I suffered horrific abuses and torture as a five-year old boy in Residential School.
This was an educational policy that successive governments had in place to wipe out every aspect of who we were as
First Nations people. Let’s not forget about this history. History is there so that we do not repeat the mistakes of the
past.

I was shocked the Province and Federal government would take such drastic steps in pulling the funding. Why?
There are other universities and colleges who have management and governance problems. This is the nature of
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places of higher learning. Educational change includes periods of stability, instability, and transformation. Policies
are made, challenged, and changed. First Nations University of Canada is going through normal organizational
development. We are facing major changes and we need to have both governments taking active measures to be a
‘champion’ of our institutional growth. To pull funding is not only adversarial and punitive in nature, it also does
not make economic sense. I think it represents on-going paternalism and residual colonial thought. How can these
actions possibly reconcile ‘right relations’ in this country after over five hundred years of oppressive governance?
How can First Nations people prosper and be self-reliant without their own post-secondary institutions? We should
have at least one First Nations University in each province. Why is our funding being pulled when mainstream uni-
versities are getting bailouts by governments because of mounting debts?

Furthermore, closing down First Nations University would be a huge blow to Canada’s multi-cultural policy. Our
institution is a model for true multi-cultural inclusion. Our philosophies that guide our teaching practices are based
on a deep respect for all nations regardless of racial origin. We are all related, that’s what our Elders teach us. We
have international linkages with other Indigenous institutions. Our work as faculty includes making connections
between Indigenous countries and Canada through our Center of International exchange. We have tremendous
opportunities for intellectual and business exchanges. The Province of Saskatchewan and the Federal government
have an obligation to ensure that First Nations people have access to post-secondary education that respects their
unique worldview, cultures, languages, values, and knowledge systems while learning the very best that Canadian
higher education has to offer. Do the right thing now by investing long term stable funding for First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada. Lets show the world what we can do when we come together to invest in the lives of First Nations
people through education.

First Nations people have made many contributions in this country. The pullback of $12 million dollars in funding
is a drop in the bucket compared to how much we have lost. We have shared our land and resources so that new-
comers and their families can prosper and have a safe and peaceful place to live. Yet we are still the most poverty-
ridden groups in Canada. This is sad given that our First Nations war veterans went to war voluntarily in order to
fight for our fundamental freedoms we all enjoy as Canadian citizens. Our graduates from First Nations University
of Canada are making valuable contributions in both the private and public sectors. We have many non-native stu-
dents that take our courses because they know they will have to work with my people in the future. We also have
nation-to-nation treaties that are now being taught in classrooms thanks to the visionary work of First Nations edu-
cators from Saskatchewan. We have a lot to be proud of in this province because of First Nations people.

Many advances have been made in Aboriginal education since the early 1970s. We have made major strides at all
levels of the education system as a result of the collaborative work of both native and non-native people who
strongly believe in education, social justice, and equality. We cannot afford to take three steps backwards in the
momentum that we have built by pulling funding from a place that has become a powerful vehicle for change. We
have non-native professors who have come to work for our institution because they believe in making a difference
in the lives of my people. On June 11, 2008, the federal government made a public apology to all residential school
survivors. My heart was full of hope. For the first time in my life, I thought the country had finally realized what
they did to us. The announcement was supposed to usher in an, ‘era of reconciliation’ and ‘right relations’. This
apology was dealt a huge blow when the Province and the Federal government announced they had pulled back
funding from First Nations University of Canada. The hope that I had in my heart turned to sadness, re-victimiza-
tion, hurt, and cultural insult.

It will be a profound mistake if the funding at First Nations University of Canada were not restored. For over thirty
years we have been under-funded considering the type of mandate we have and the work we do. Our institution
came into existence out of the ashes of the Residential School System in which our children were cut off from their
culture and languages. It is also a system in which they suffered mental, spiritual, emotional, physical abuses at the
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hands of people that were entrusted to care for them. The trauma and intergenerational impacts in our communi-
ties are clearly observable in the high rates of ill health, alcohol and drug abuse, crime, gang violence, youth suicide,
family, and relationship problems. These high statistics translate into huge costs for Canada that will only continue
to increase without a focus on education and healing initiatives. Demographics indicate that Aboriginal youth make
up the fastest growing population in the country.

First Nations University of Canada came into existence in response to the complex psychosocial, cultural and edu-
cation needs of First Nations people. We have an open door policy, however our priority is First Nations students.
We provide degree, diploma, and certificate programs aimed at the restoration of whole families and communities
through education, cultural revitalization, and healing. Our work is focused on the strengths and gifts that our stu-
dents bring to our institution. I have watched miracles happen when students are given proper nurturing and sup-
port. I have seen students and faculty come out of the most horrid circumstances only to thrive at our university. It
has taken a long painstaking process to arrive at the stage we are in terms of being able to offer unique cultural-
based programs and services for our students who have suffered the ravages of colonization and multiple oppres-
sions.

I have watched my colleagues work into the wee hours of the morning with shoestring budgets and sometimes out
of their own pocket in order to serve the needs of our students. I have seen them drive out in the middle of the night
and in stormy weather in order to help students who are in need. I have seen my colleagues fund raise for faculty
and students with health problems. I have seen my colleagues roll up their sleeves to write research proposals only
to be turned down by granting agencies in favor of larger universities who have no direct contact and no interest in
First Nations people. Whereas in our institution our focus is on community development and community-based
research. We provide a home-away-from-home environment for our students in every sense of the word. We are
finally beginning to see our people come to our school just out of curiosity. This is something that was unheard of
until recently because school was a place where you were hurt. We have a strong presence of First Nations Elders on
each one of our 3 campus locations that teach us the importance of looking after the interests of the others first. We
use specialized teaching methods based on First Nations ontologies, epistemologies, and methodologies that are not
widely available in mainstream institutions. We have faculty expertise in diverse disciplines. We do not always agree
with each other. However, this is what makes a vibrant intellectual engaging place to work. Our professors are grad-
uates from some of the most prestigious universities in Canada and abroad. Their collective wisdom, teaching and
research work provides graduates with a well-rounded university knowledge base.

It is a horrible mistake to try and close our university down in a time when we really need to educate our people so
that they can take control over their own lives. Give us an education so that we can feed our own families. Fix the
larger system. Don’t focus on our small-scale university governance. There are bigger systemic problems that
require systemic solutions when it comes to serving the needs of the 73 First Nations communities in Saskatchewan.
Our leaders have been saying this since the signing of the treaties. Studies after studies, report after report, royal
commissions, and inquiries have been done which point to the importance of post-secondary education for First
Nations people. Many of these documents sit on shelves collecting dust. The most recent one was the multi-million
dollar 1996 Royal Commission Report with very little recommendations implemented. If there were anything that
was ‘wasteful’, it would be the inaction of the government in implementing the recommendations. The pulling of
Provincial and Federal funding from First Nations University of Canada because two reports are deemed to be late
is something that requires ‘a serious rethinking’. Our troubles began way before 2005. Quit playing politics with us
and please quit using our university as a political pawn. The bigger picture is the fact that First Nation communities
require a major influx of funding in order to end the prevailing reign of poverty, hopelessness, and dependence.
Restore funding back to First Nations University of Canada because we already have a proud record of graduates
who are contributing their knowledge and expertise back to society. We have been building capacity for three dec-
ades in this province.
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The key to health, prosperity, and self-reliance for any nation is based on access to quality post-secondary educa-
tion. I call on the Federal and Provincial governments to reinvest in our institution and be a ‘champion’ of our
inherent right as First Nations people to control our own lives in an era of reconciliation and ‘right relations’. Do
the right thing and restore the funding back to First Nations University of Canada. Let us do our job in peace. And
please leave us alone for a change.
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Governments clearly colluded to torpedo FNUC

n the StarPhoenix of February 12, 2010, Doug Cuthand writes:

“The timing of the provincial and federal announcements is passing strange. Both came within a week of each other.
Both failed to recognize that the chiefs had voted for change and the process was still unfolding. It’s clear the two
governments acted in collusion.”

“It’s as if they had to hurry up to destroy the university before it had a chance to reform. This is not an issue of
money despite what the governments may say. The provincial contribution of $5.2 million and the federal contribu-
tion of $7 million is chump change to the governments. The federal budget is close to $200 billion, so this won’t
make a dent.”

Read the full article in the StarPhoenix.
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Faculty Profile #1: Alfred Young Man

Dr. Alfred Young Man, Professor and head of the Department of Indian Fine Arts. Dr. Young Man taught for
thirty years at the University of Lethbridge and was Chair of the Native American Studies Department there for six
years.  He has been teaching at First Nations University since 2007, attracted by the opportunity to effect a real
change in First Nations art education.  Dr. Young Man served as Chair and Board member of the nationally known
Society of Canadian Artists of Native Ancestry which is instrumental in arguing for the inclusion of First Nations
art at the National Gallery of Canada; the relatively recent retrospectives of Norval Morrisseau and Daphne Odjig
were among SCANA’s many objectives and successes.  Dr. Young Man is custodian of First Nations University’s
First Nations Art collection of over 1500 art objects and overseas the Native Heritage Foundation Collection (188
pieces) which contains many art objects by artists such as Allen Sapp, Bob Boyer, Joane Cardinal Schubert, Carl
Beam, Gerald Tailfeathers and other prominent Canadian First Nations artists nationally and locally in Saskatch-
ewan.  Dr. Young Man has written the first ever art book on First Nations art written entirely from the Native per-
spective, to be published in April 2010 by the Aboriginal Issues Press at the University of Manitoba.
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Reason #6: The Economics of Aboriginal Higher Education in
Saskatchewan

pinion Piece edited by Robert Wesley Heber, Ph.D.

The recent announcements by the Province of Saskatchewan and the Government of Canada to remove funding for
the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) does not make economic sense, and will have dire consequences
for the future of the Saskatchewan economy. At a time when Canadian economists and policy makers (Sharpe,
Arsenault and Lapointe, 2007; Sharpe, Arsenault, Lapointe and Cowan, 2009, Chisholm Consulting, April 2009;
Richards, 2008) are recognizing that it is necessary for Canada to put more resources into the education of First
Nations and Métis people, the government has chosen to withdraw funding from the FNUniv. In May of last year,
Sharpe, Arsenault, Lapointe, and Cowan (2009, iv) concluded,

Improving the social and economic well-being of the Aboriginal population is not only a moral imperative; it is a
sound investment which will pay substantial dividends in the coming decades. Aboriginal education must be a key
component in any such effort”. [1]

Further, in their analysis, Sharpe, et. al. (2009: 71) assert that “Aboriginal Canadians are without a doubt one of the
groups where the potential benefits of increasing educational attainments clearly outweigh the costs”. They state that
this is one of the rare public policies with no equity-efficiency trade off .

Conway (2004: x) has cautioned that “…far too few First Nations and Métis people are graduating with university
degrees for Saskatchewan to fully participate in the “new knowledge economy of today and tomorrow.” Sharpe et. al.
(2009: x) conclude that: “given the importance of Aboriginal Canadians to the labour force and employment in these
two provinces, [Manitoba and Saskatchewan] it is imperative that their level of education increase or else Manitoba
and Saskatchewan could be left with a large wave of new entrants to the labour market that do not possess the neces-
sary skills or education to thrive in the new economy. Keeping Saskatchewan Aboriginal youth in school and pro-
viding opportunities for Aboriginal people to get a post-secondary education are the dual challenges facing policy
makers in the next few years.

If we assume that an investment of one dollar in First Nations post-secondary education has a direct dividend of
five dollars, then the withdrawal of the 7 million dollars of funding to the FNUniv will result in the direct loss of a
sure return of $35 million dollars. Not very good economic thinking in today’s investment climate. Beyond the
return on investment at 500%, it has been shown that higher education is the surest way to break the welfare cycle.
The impact of dollars spent is not just for this generation. The federal government is concerned about employing
individuals. Predictions for Saskatchewan point to the fact that the population of working age individuals of Abo-
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riginal ancestry is going to explode in the next few years. In 2003, the Aboriginal proportion of this age group in the
Saskatchewan population was 12%. In 2017, it will be 17% and by 2023, 21%, in other words, one in five of the
potential workforce.[2] Doug Elliot has called the Aboriginal youth, “Saskatchewan’s competitive advantage.” For
these individuals to take their places in the workforce, between now and then they must be trained. These are the
future tax payers of Saskatchewan.

A well educated, independent, self-sufficient Aboriginal youth population can become an integral part of Saskatch-
ewan’s economic development and future tax payers. An undereducated, unemployed Aboriginal youth population
can become a permanent frustrated underclass that will require lifetime support from the government.

There are a few ways to look at the numbers around the issue. It costs approximately the same for an individual on
Social Assistance for one year as it does for one year of post-secondary education. One year of education increases
the value of the individual towards a self-supporting wage earning and tax paying member of society. Education is
an investment. Each dollar spent on post-secondary education gives a return of five dollars. In the 2003-4 fiscal
year, the provincial portion of the operating budget of the FNUniv was $1.8 million. This was equivalent to $3.71
per student per day over the 242 day term from September to April. In one year the government of Saskatchewan
paid $125.75 per day to keep an inmate incarcerated in jail, and the vast majority of inmates in Saskatchewan
prisons are Aboriginal. Each inmate cost the government $30,431.50. For the 1,171 inmates in Saskatchewan insti-
tutions in 2003-4, the government invested $35,635,286.[3] The cost of housing an inmate for one day in a federal
penitentiary is much higher and far outstrips the amount spent by the federal government on each student in Uni-
versity.

It has been suggested that the other universities in the Province will pick up the slack should the FNUniv close.
However, retention rates at First Nations University and Métis-run programs such as SUNTEP and SIIT retain stu-
dents because they are environments that are comfortable and welcoming, related to the cultural and spiritual sup-
port of the Aboriginal student; an environment that is found at the FNUniv. There is a great need for more pro-
grams that are successful for First Nations students. This is not the time to close institutions. This is the time to
expand investment into programs that have a success record in student graduation.

It is time for the government to reassess their decision to pull funding from the First Nations University of Canada.
It is time for the government to look at the long-term economic consequences of their action. It is time to look at
investing in education for First Nations and Métis people because it makes good economic sense.

Reference

Conway, John B. “Improving Access to Affordable University Education in Saskatchewan”, Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives-Saskatchewan, November 2004.

[1] Andrew Sharpe, Jean-Francois Arsenault, Simon Lapointe and Fraser Cowan, The Effect of Increasing Abo-
riginal Educational Attainment on the Labour Force, Output and Fiscal Balance, May, 2009, p. iv

[2] Doug Elliot, “The Demographics of the Saskatchewan Labour Market” a presentation to the Saskatchewan Cen-
tennial Summit, January, 2005, pp. 6-8.

[3] Adult Correctional Services, Average Count of Offenders in provincial, territorial and federal programs, Sas-
katchewan
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Faculty Profile #2: Arok Wolvengrey

Arok Wolvengrey, Associate Professor, Linguistics; Coordinator and Head of the Department of Indian Lan-
guages, Literatures, and Linguistics. Professor Wolvengrey is a leader in the field of Algonquian lexicography. He
has published the most comprehensive dictionary of the Plains Cree language and is an active contributor to the
Online Cree Dictionary project, in which First Nations University is an integral partner. He has also spearheaded
the First Nations Language text publishing agreement between FNUniv and the Canadian Plains Research Center
and is expanding his department’s focus to address the needs of the seriously endangered Nakota and Dakota lan-
guages. Professor Wolvengrey has an international reputation and has research ties to the Department of Linguis-
tics at the University of Amsterdam.
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Letter #11: Roy Kwiatkowski

hief Guy Lonechild
c/o First Nations University

Regina, Saskatchewan

February 11, 2010-02-11

Dear Chief Guy Lonechild:

I have been reading with interest the latest news releases regarding the First Nations University. Unfortunately,
many of these reports have expressed concerns about the University and its staff. I thought I would take this oppor-
tunity to indicate to you that not everyone shares this opinion and to express my person support for the teachers
and staff at the University.

Though the opinions expressed in this letter are strictly my own, I can not help but think that sometimes a lone
voice can, on occasion, have a significant impact, and I am hopeful that this will be the case with this letter of sup-
port.

My office, the Environment Health Research Division, within Health Canada has had many opportunities to work
with FNuniv professors and staff over the last 5 years. I personally have worked closely with Dr. Carrie Bourassa on
a special project, Health Impact Assessment (HIA). HIA is used in over 100 countries internationally to assess the
health impacts of development projects, programs and policies. Indigenous communities within Canada and inter-
nationally, though often supportive of development, express significant concerns about the impacts of development
projects, programs and policies on their local environment, their cultural and their spiritual beliefs. Development of
an indigenous focused HIA tool, in my opinion, is extremely helpful to indigenous communities in assessing the
impacts of development projects, programs and policies and in community decision-making with regards to the
necessary trade-offs necessary for projects, programs and policies to proceed. Dr. Carrie Bourassa, along with a
number of others (Elder Ken Goodwill, Carmen Buschow, Barb Frazer, Brenda Hackl, Dr. Arzu Sardarli and Jackie
Bates) has contributed time, effort and insight into the development of an Indigenous HIA course within the
FNuniv. The team’s hard work has led to the development of two separate but interrelated courses – one an interna-
tional Indigenous HIA intensive course, the other a web-based semester HIA course. Both were scheduled for roll
out in 2010.
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I hope that this letter of support provides you with information which balances the many negative letters and
inquires which I am certain you have received recently. I also hope that the University, its professors and its staff
realize that their hard work has been noticed (positively) and appreciated.

Sincerely

Roy E. Kwiatkowski

cc: Dr. Carrie Bourassa
FNuniv Faculty
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Reason #7: Indigenous linguistics

irst Nations University (in cooperation with the University of Regina) offers the only full program in Linguis-
tics between Winnipeg (University of Manitoba) and Calgary (University of Calgary). There are rump pro-

grams in Brandon, Saskatoon and Lethbridge, but none of these offers the full complement (Minor, Major, Hon-
ours, and Master’s) that FNUniv/UofR offer. Should FNUniv be forced to close its doors, Saskatchewan would join
Prince Edward Island in being the only province without a full Linguistics program.

Our program in Linguistics is unique in that it is the only Linguistics program in Canada in which all full-time
Faculty members (Professor Arok Wolvengrey, Dr. Jan Van Eijk, and Dr. Olga Lovick) have extensive expertise in
First Nations languages, and have contributed voluminously to the study and preservation of this vital aspect of
North America’s cultural heritage. Examples include Professor Wolvengrey’s massive Cree-English and English-
Cree dictionary (nēhiyawēwin: itwēwina / Cree: Words, published in 2001 by the Canadian Plains Research Center);
Dr. Van Eijk’s Grammar of Lillooet (published in 1997 by the UBC press); and Dr. Lovick’s documentation of
Upper Tanana Athabaskan (numerous recordings in the Alaska Native Language Archive).

These research interests feed directly into First Nations language programming. Professor Wolvengrey is cooper-
ating with the Miyo Wahkohtowin Community Education Authority on the Online Cree Dictionary, and with the
Canadian Plains Research Centre on various volumes of texts in First Nations languages. We are also expanding our
programs in Dakota, Nakota, and Dene.

Over the years we have trained a large number of students who, after graduating from our program, have gone on
to Master’s or Ph.D. studies in Linguistics, but also other fields, with Speech Pathology being the most popular
choice. Given the plans to start up a Speech Pathology program in Saskatoon, it would be a shame if an important
feeder program into Speech Pathology, such as we currently offer, would disappear. Since the beginning of 2008, 21
students have graduated from our program; 6 of them with a B.A. Honours, another 6 with Linguistics as their
Major. The Linguistics program also produced a Rhodes scholar: Lindsay Morcom (Weichel) has just successfully
completed her Ph.D. at Oxford University. Only in the last year, one of our students (Jeanette Peters) was awarded
the U of R Legacy Scholarship.

These student successes as well as the results from our research will be lost to the U of R if First Nations University
were to fold.
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Reason #8: The First Nations University art collection

message to faculty from Alfred Young Man, Department Head of Indian Fine Arts and curator of the FNUniv
Art Collection:

In looking towards a bleak future, and as custodian of the FNUniv Art Collection and affiliated artworks, it is my
duty to explain to you what will happen to the art collection should FNUniv become non-existent. But first, some
background information is in order.

Student research assistant Brenda Stevenson and I have been doing an extensive inventory, survey, photographing
and appraising how many art objects FNUniv has in its collection. This project has been ongoing since 2007 under
the direction of then Senior Financial Officer Murray Westerland and is still ongoing. (Mr. Westerlund was a key
supporter of the collection.) We are now researching and writing an art collection policy and charting a future for
how to deal with such matters as donations, exhibitions, lending, storage, security, curatorship and so on. That
policy is now in a final draft form, nearly complete and ready for action by Academic Council, Senior Management,
and the Board of Governors.

As of 2009, Ms. Stevenson and I have cataloged the whereabouts of over 1500 art objects valued at approximately
$1.2 million dollars, a dollar figure that Mr. Westerlund used in his annual report to the Board of Governors audi-
tors in 2009 as assets. So long as these objects were on “exhibition” albeit in offices and walls everywhere, the finan-
cial value held. The vast majority of the art objects are now hanging or sitting in the Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada (INAC) offices upstairs, hanging on walls or sitting on desks, or are hanging in the atrium of FNUniv; many
are in the Legislative Assembly Building across the way, others are in Luther, Campion and other offices at the Uni-
versity of Regina, and many are in offices in the northern campuses of Prince Albert and Saskatoon. These objects
are the real property of FNUniv; they do not belong to INAC or any other government agency. Artists whose work
are in the collection include some of Canada’s most celebrated painters including Henry Beaudry, Bob Boyer, Joane
Cardinal Schubert, Carl Beam, Allen Sapp just to list a few illustrious names. Numerous other artists who may be
lesser known on the world stage, but who are important to Saskatchewan’s First Nations art history, are included.

Here is the rub: legally, should lack of funding our university completely kill this beautiful dream of First Nations
control of Indian education, I will be forced to recall all those artworks for security and posterity’s sake. This impor-
tant collection of the past four decades and more of Native art history in Saskatchewan and Canada cannot simply
be left to the wolves out there, where without a qualified custodian appointed full-time to look after the collection,
there will be theft on a grand scale which can and will inevitably take place no doubt - this has happened before in
the past three decades to other art collections of Native art elsewhere that were entrusted to INAC through its sub-
organizations. INAC has a history of throwing Native art collections to the wind and past INAC administrations
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and their leaders have proven themselves to be amazingly irresponsible when it comes to the art of those people
whom they claim to have “their best interests at heart”. This is a historical fact. Ironically, whenever the Canadian
government’s Department of State wants to put on a good face through its embassies overseas in Europe, Australia,
the USA and such, the first place they go to enhance their foreign image abroad is to Native art and artists. Look at
the Vancouver Olympics. Vancouver would have no image were it not for Native art.

What are the consequence? One of the main priorities of any new Board of Governors, whether interim or actual,
should be to consider how I, as custodian, should warehouse this collection immediately if FNUniv is closed down
and failing that, I will be forced to resign my position as custodian since I do not want to be held accountable nor
responsible for the absolute abuse and irresponsible actions of a group of politicians - this includes Indians and
white politicians alike - who for the past five years at any rate, evidently knew next to nothing about Native educa-
tion and Native art specifically, who have not bothered to consider the ultimate consequences of their, some would
say, reckless political actions.

Needless to say, it appears that if the province and INAC do not restore funding to FNUniv, there are going to be
hundreds of bare walls out there since it would not only be immoral but it would be just plain unethical and per-
haps even illegal for the Board of Governors to leave the art works unattended, indeed, for anyone with FNUniv
Native art hanging on their walls now, to try to keep that art which would amount to theft on a grand scale. At least
this is my reading of the situation as it stands.

aboriginally yours,

Alfred Young Man
Department Head
Indian Fine Arts
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Letter #12: Carmen Robertson, Native Heritage Foundation

ative Heritage Foundation of Canada

February 8, 2010

Dr. Alfred Young Man
Department Head, Indian Fine Arts
First Nations University of Canada
Regina, SK

RE: Native Heritage Foundation of Canada Collection

Dear Dr. Young Man:

As custodian of the First Nations University of Canada’s art collection I wish to express the concerns of the Native
Heritage Foundation of Canada (NHFC) regarding the art collection housed at your institution. In November 2004
the NHFC entered into an agreement with your institution to transfer our collection of 188 art works by Aboriginal
artists to First Nations University of Canada where the works could be displayed and utilized for both pedagogical
and exhibition purposes. This agreement, we felt, would ensure that the mandate of the NHFC to gather, preserve,
and display outstanding works by Aboriginal artists would be fulfilled.

The NHFC was established in 1979 as a non-profit organization founded expressly for the purpose of encouraging
and celebrating the artistic heritage of Aboriginal artists in Canada. Since that time works by leading artists
including Bob Boyer, Alex Janvier, Norval Morriseau, Daphne Odjig, Bill Reid, Arthur Shilling, Gerald McMaster
and Allen Sapp have added to the cultural value of this collection. The Foundation’s board continues to maintain an
active role in supporting your efforts to fulfill the mandate with regard to the collection. The Foundation acquired
the collection through donations by individuals, corporations, as well as artists themselves and as a non-profit cor-
poration we assumed the responsibility to protect the legacy of these works.

With recent events unfolding at First Nations University of Canada the NHFC Board would like to extend our
appreciation for you as custodian of the art collection as part of your role as Department Head of Indian Fine Arts
in your unflagging efforts to maintain and secure the collection. The NHFC Board of Governors continues to mon-
itor the situation and will work with you to help maintain the security of this significant art collection.

As president of the Board of Governors of the Native Heritage Foundation of Canada I am happy to provide assis-
tance in any way in maintaining and fostering support for the works in the foundation collection.

N



Sincerely,

Dr. Carmen Robertson
President, Native Heritage Foundation of Canada
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Faculty Profile #3: Jan van Eijk

Dr. Jan van Eijk, Professor of Indian Languages and Linguistics. Dr. Van Eijk is a specialist in First Nations lan-
guages of the Salish family spoken in western North America. His dissertation (published in 1997 by UBC Press)
describes in detail the grammatical structure of Lillooet, a Salish First Nations language spoken in British Columbia.
Since he was hired by FNUniv in 1989, Professor Van Eijk has published (in addition to his dissertation) eight chap-
ters in books, eleven articles in peer-reviewed journals, and a number of papers in conference proceedings. He has
also supervised almost fifty students who have gone on to careers in Linguistics, Speech Pathology, Audiology,
Library Science and other fields.
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Uncertainty of FNUniv like ‘death of a dream’

rom an article by Kerry Benjoe in the Leader-Post of February 9, 2010

“It’s just about why we should continue to exist,” said Episkenew. “We’re the largest federated college … We offer
the broadest array of programs and those programs are important to the province.”

“Yes, don’t bring the money back until there’s clear repair of the governance and the administrative problems, fair
enough,” said Episkenew. “But to totally close it … that will hurt the province. It won’t help it. All the inroads that
they’ve made with aboriginal communities will be done.”

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Reason #9: The Indigenous Garden project

ndigenous people have been given special responsibilities to care for the environment, the land, the plants, and
the animals. With those duties in mind, a group of faculty from First Nations University and Luther College (our

immediate neighbors at the University of Regina) came together when construction of our new Regina campus was
completed in 2003 to establish the Indigenous Garden Project on the north side of the building. Over the past seven
years, a native prairie ecosystem has been carefully established on the site consisting mainly of native prairie grasses
and flowering plants, lovingly tended and hand-weeded by faculty and student assistants. The project represents an
investment of not only several hundred thousand dollars, mostly provided by external donors, but is a potent
symbol for our relationship to the earth, how the duties and responsibilities we have had since time immemorial
can be met in a modern context, and of how Indigenous peoples can work together with newcomer peoples to ach-
ieve something good for us all.

In addition to the grasses and flowering plants required for a healthy ecosystem, the garden is home to numerous
species of animals, insects, food and medicinal plants, and art works. Food plants, particularly heritage species, are
grown in a special community garden section of raised planting boxes built on the east side of the site by com-
munity volunteers and tended by students, community members, and Aboriginal youth who in turn donate a share
of the produce for the most needy. Medicinal plants grow naturally throughout the site, but are concentrated on a
special medicine wheel garden planting on the west side of the garden. The medicine wheel is carefully organized
and documented with signage, and is used by elders and traditional teachers to teach our students about the identi-
fication and appropriate use of medicinal plants. Art works in the garden include a memorial to missing Aboriginal
women with a protector spirit to help the vulnerable.

The Indigenous Garden project is more than a chunk of land on the north side of our building. The entire project,
including not only the plants, but also faculty, students, volunteers, community members, hired landscapers,
donors, artists, and elders and traditional teachers, is itself a fragile ecosystem. Recent bombastic actions by admin-
istrators, politicians, and governments have threatened not only the ecosystem on the land but also the nascent eco-
system of ideas which supports everything we do. The investments of all involved may, in the worst case, simply
become grown over by invasive weeds if our institution should fail. Express your dismay at the current situation by
writing your MP and MLA today.

I



CHAPTER 48

Faculty Profile #4: Bettina Schneider

Dr. Bettina Schneider, Assistant Professor, School of Business and Public Administration. Dr. Schneider holds a
Ph.D. in Native American Studies and an M.S. in Community Development from the University of California,
Davis. Her area of specialization is Community and Economic Development. Dr. Schneider is a Canada-U.S. Ful-
bright recipient. She was granted a Fulbright fellowship in 2006 to conduct her dissertation research on Aboriginal
and Native Financial Institutions in Canada and the United States. She is currently involved in the following
research projects with numerous scholars throughout Canada: Urban Aboriginal Economic Development Learning
Circle, Urban Reserves Research Project and Case Study, First Nations Financial Reporting and Accountability
Research Project and Case Study. Dr. Schneider is also involved in other research proposals and community
projects, such as the School of Business and Public Administration’s Aboriginal Youth Entrepreneurship Camp, all
of which would be severely jeopardized should funding to First Nations University be cut.
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Letter #13: Jacqueline Marie Heber

am confused and disappointed by the government of my country. The opening ceremonies of the Olympics in my
city of Vancouver expressed the persistence of First Nations culture and values. There is a youth conference

nearby in Squamish for native youth to focus their attention and encourage them about the value of sport and edu-
cation in their lives. At the same time and despite the efforts and money spent on these two high profile events, the
government declares it will eliminate funding to a key educational facility for First Nations in Canada. I am cer-
tainly unimpressed with the ironic disappointment I feel, yet again, as a Canadian.

Jacqueline Marie Heber
English Teacher
Seycove Secondary School
North Vancouver, B.C.
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FNUC as we know it is over

rom an article by Rory Maclean in The Sheaf, the University of Saskatchewan student newspaper, February 10,
2010.

After several weeks of violent restructuring, the fate of the First Nations University of Canada looks grimmer than
ever.

In the fallout over allegations of misspending and wrongful dismissal from Murray Westerlund, former chief finan-
cial officer of FNUC, funds have been cut from the federal and provincial government, amounting to over $10 mil-
lion — or about half — of the university’s budget. Further, the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, the
parent of FNUC, removed its board of governors.

The next step could see the school renamed and rebranded, or even dissolved. According to Rob Norris, provincial
minister of education, all the options are still on the table, but to restore funding would require drastic changes.

Read the full article in The Sheaf.
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Faculty Profile #5: Arzu Sardarli

Dr. Arzu Sardarli, Assistant Professor of Mathematics and Physics and Acting Department Head of Science;
Adjunct Professor, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, University of Regina. Dr. Sardarli has worked for
twenty years in leading research institutions of Canada, Russia and Ukraine. He has been working for First Nations
University of Canada since 2007. His current research interest is the mathematical modeling of processes in social
and ecological systems. In 2008-09 he coordinated a research project on the mathematical modeling of water quality
in two First Nations communities (Peepeekisis and Kahkewistahaw) within the National First Nations Environ-
mental Contaminants Program (NFNECP) supported by Health Canada. Recently Dr. Sardarli received a Social Sci-
ences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) grant for modeling the contribution of Aboriginal
People in the labour market of Saskatchewan. Dr. Sardarli coordinates the Wiseman Mathematical Contest, sup-
ported by the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC PromoScience) for
2009-2011, which is in its second phase. He is developing two online courses within Technology Enhanced Learning
grant program (University of Regina). All three projects would be severely jeopardized should funding to First
Nations University of Canada be cut.
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FNUniv needs careful rebuilding, not some hasty repair job

rom an editorial in the Leader-Post of February 11, 2010.

We sympathize with Lonechild, who became FSIN chief last year and has inherited an almighty mess at FNUniv. All
credit to him for helping persuade FSIN chiefs last week to take the belated step of dissolving the old board.

In calling for funding to be reinstated, Lonechild, students, CAUT and other FNUniv supporters have their hearts
in the right place and we believe, as they do, that the dream of a First Nations University cannot be allowed to die.

Read more in the Leader-Post.
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Busy week at FNUniv

rom an editorial by Bruce Johnstone in the Leader-Post of February 13, 2010.

As for the feds, that too remains to be seen. Indian Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl has been silent on the latest devel-
opments, but statements from his ministry suggest that the $7.3 million of federal funding would be available to
First Nations students through another program.

The province needs an institution like FNUniv if it’s going to advance into the 21st century as a place where equality
of opportunity is a fact, not just a slogan.

Saskatchewan needs a well-educated aboriginal population if it is going to succeed economically and, more impor-
tantly, as a society. With FNUniv, the province has that chance; without it, not so much.

For more, see the Leader-Post.
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Faculty Profile #6: Joan Sanderson

Joan Sanderson, Associate Professor, School of Indian Social Work. Over the twenty years of her tenure at First
Nations University Ms. Sanderson has maintained an interest in healing from trauma, and in particular healing
from colonial induced trauma. Joan brings the theory of somatic experiencing to the classroom, to individual stu-
dents, and most recently to a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) research project, “Somatic
Experiencing, a Unique Approach to Trauma Work: Exploring its Capacity for Healing from Residential School
Trauma”.
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Faculty Profile #7: Olga Lovick

Dr. Olga Lovick, Assistant Professor of Linguistics and Dene Language Studies. Dr. Lovick specializes in the
study of Athabaskan/Dene linguistics. She obtained her Ph.D. in General Linguistics in 2006 at the University of
Cologne (Germany). Prior to her current appointment, she was a University of Alaska Fairbanks Presidential Post-
doctoral Fellow at the Alaska Native Language Center, documenting the severely endangered Upper Tanana Atha-
baskan language. Dr. Lovick is currently involved in the development of a Dene Suline Linguistics class to be taught
at FNUniv and is continuing her research on Upper Tanana Athabaskan.
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Reason #10: Our Donors

n current conversations about the future of First Nations University, stakeholders mentioned students, staff, fac-
ulty, governments (provincial, federal, and Indian). So far, however, a major stakeholder group has remained

unrepresented: its donors. Donors, both individual and organizations, have donated millions of dollars to First
Nations University over the years, both for our capital campaigns and for special projects.

Capital from donations includes much of the massive Regina campus project, from donations for the Department
of Science and its labs alone totaling nearly six million dollars (from organizations and government funding agen-
cies such as the Canadian Foundation for Innovation (CFI) and the Province of Saskatchewan), the two million
dollar Veterans’ Memorial Teepee project, down to a few hundred dollars in payroll deductions from employees
who generously gave what they could because they believed in the vision of our institution. Donors for the building
project are honoured in the atrium of the Regina campus. First Nations University has similarly benefited from the
generosity of many other individuals and organizations, who have donated scholarships and bursaries for students,
books for our libraries, exercise equipment for our Saskatoon campus, and art works of all sorts, and on and on.
Special projects such as our Indigenous Garden project, our summer camps for Aboriginal Youth, and even our
feasts and our Thanksgiving and Christmas hamper programs for students again depend on the generosity of our
many donors.

Government withdrawal of funding from First Nations University has endangered the entire project. If our institu-
tion does indeed collapse, the value of every dollar donated to the institution could be rendered instantly worthless
as our valuable and hard-won equipment is decommissioned for scrap and signs are torn down. Even if the institu-
tion does not collapse, governments have called into question the viability of the project, reducing the confidence of
stakeholders and hence the value of previous donations and the ability of our institution to raise money through
donations in the future.

It is not only donations made to First Nations University that are threatened by the governments of Saskatchewan
and Canada. If this can happen to First Nations University, it could potentially happen to any organization in the
country. If our governments do not do their utmost to preserve the value donations made to an organization
dependent on government funding, potential donors will think much more carefully about donating to anything at
all. Help reverse our governments’ reckless course by writing to your MPs and MLAs today.

I
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Faculty Profile #8: Wes Heber

Dr. Robert Wesley Heber (B.A., M.E.S, Ph.D.), Professor of Indigenous Studies, and Coordinator of Indige-
nous Studies and Head of the Department of Arts and Science at the Saskatoon campus. Dr. Heber is the
Director of the Centre for International Academic Exchange and the University Research Officer. He holds an
Undergraduate Honours Degree in Anthropology from Saint Mary’s University, a Masters in Environmental
Studies from Dalhousie University, and a Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of Manitoba. He has been
teaching anthropology and Indigenous studies for 25 years and has been at the First Nations University since 1991.
Dr. Heber has been active for the past ten years in promoting international academic exchange for Aboriginal/
minority peoples by carrying out research, organizing conferences, and supporting international student and
researcher exchange for the advancement of international Indigenous education. He can be contacted by email at
wheber@firstnationsuniversity.ca.
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Faculty Profile #9: Linda Goulet

Dr. Linda Goulet, Associate professor, Department of Indigenous Education. Dr. Goulet has over thirty years
experience in Indigenous teacher education. Her current collaborative research projects include an examination of
the impact of the “Elders in Residence program” on student engagement and the exploration of health issues with
First Nations youth through drama, funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. Her publications include
journal articles on Indigenous education, chapters in books on anti-racism, health and drama, and a co-edited book
on collaborative research in education. Dr. Goulet has just completed co-editing a book on the role of adults who
work with Indigenous and marginalized youth. She is currently preparing a manuscript for UBC Press entitled,
“Indigenous pedagogy: Classroom Realities”. With Indigenous and non-Indigenous colleagues, her research has
identified best practices for Indigenous student educational achievement and the necessity of building strong rela-
tionships.
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Reason #11: The Faculty

he sixty-six faculty members of First Nations University form the largest concentration of experts on Abo-
riginal issues in the country, including the largest concentration of Aboriginal university professors in the

country. Many of the individuals on faculty at First Nations University are distinguished in their fields who could
easily hold academic positions elsewhere, but are dedicated to the mission of the institution and to the concept of
Indigenous education.

If First Nations University were to fail, most of our faculty would quickly find jobs elsewhere, likely outside of Sas-
katchewan. The investment that the province has made in the development of faculty would be lost, as would be the
synergy of so many dedicated experts on Indigenous issues working together. Every day that the uncertainty con-
tinues, it becomes harder to recruit and retain excellent faculty. Write to Rob Norris now, expressing your dismay at
the withdrawal of funding to First Nations University and its impact on the faculty.

T
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Faculty Profile #10: Fidji Gendron

Dr. Fidji Gendron, Assistant Professor of Biology, Department of Science, and Coordinator of the Bachelor of
Arts in Resource and Environmental Studies (BARES) Program. Dr. Gendron is manager of the Indigenous
Garden and Community Garden projects on the Regina Campus of First Nations University and has developed lit-
erature on the subject of native plant species and their importance to First Nations peoples. She also co-manages the
annual Health and Science Camp for Aboriginal Youth at the Regina Campus.
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Faculty Profile #11: Willie Ermine

Willie J. Ermine, (M.Ed) Ethicist / Researcher with the Indigenous Peoples Health Research Centre (IPHRC),
and Assistant Professor with the First Nations University of Canada. As a faculty member with the First Nations
University of Canada, Willie lectures in the areas of Humanities, Indigenous Studies and research methods. He has
published numerous academic articles and contributed recent reports to the Tri Council Panel on Research Ethics.
He has presented at various venues nationally and internationally and various national knowledge symposiums on
the topics of education, research and in particular the nature of Indigenous thought. Willie has worked extensively
with Elders in his research. His primary duty as an Ethicist / Researcher is to promote ethical practices of research
involving Indigenous Peoples with particular interest is the conceptual development of the ‘ethical space’ – a theo-
retical space between cultures and world views.
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Reason #12: Our Mission

he mission of the First Nations University of Canada is to enhance the quality of life, and to preserve, protect
and interpret the history, language, culture and artistic heritage of First Nations.

The First Nations University of Canada will acquire and expand its base of knowledge and understanding in the
best interests of First Nations and for the benefit of society by providing opportunities of quality bi-lingual and bi-
cultural education under the mandate and control of the First Nations of Saskatchewan.

The First Nations University of Canada is a First Nations’ controlled university-college which provides educational
opportunities to both First Nations and non-First Nations university students selected from a provincial, national
and international base.

T
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Faculty Profile #12: Jo-Ann Episkenew

Dr. Jo-Ann Episkenew (B.A. (with distinction), Hons. Cert., M.A. (Regina), Ph.D. magna cum laude (Ernst-
Moritz-Arndt University, Greifswald, Germany)), Director of the Indigenous Peoples’ Health Research Centre
at the University of Regina and Professor of English. Dr. Episkenew (Métis) has served the First Nations Univer-
sity of Canada as Head of English and Academic Dean. Jo-Ann is a Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR)
funded researcher and is part of a research team that uses theatre to help Indigenous youth to examine decisions
that affect their health and explore alternatives. Their findings were published in “Rehearsing with Reality:
Exploring Health Issues with Aboriginal Youth Through Drama” that appears in a collection called Passion for
Action: Building on the Strength and Innovative Changes in Child and Family Services – Voices from the Prairies
(2009). Another article “Forum Theatre: An Opportunity for Examining and Re-creating Indigenous Identity
Through Performance as Play” is forthcoming in Children Under Construction: Play as Curriculum. Jo-Ann’s book
Taking Back Our Spirits: Indigenous Literature, Public Policy, and Healing (2009) won the Saskatchewan Book
Award for Scholarly Writing. Jo-Ann is past-president of the Association for Bibliotherapy and Applied Literatures
and Prairie Region representative for the Canadian Association for Commonwealth Literatures and Language
Studies.
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Faculty Profile #13: Edward Doolittle

Dr. Edward Doolittle, Associate Professor of Mathematics, Department of Science. Dr. Doolittle is a Mohawk
from the Six Nations reserve in southern Ontario and is the only First Nations mathematician in Canada. He earned
his Ph.D. in pure mathematics from the University of Toronto in 1997, has taught at the University of Toronto,
York University, Queen’s University, and the University of Regina, and has been on the faculty of First Nations
University since 2001. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including a Governor General’s Gold Medal, and has
been recognized as one of the “Great Minds of the University of Toronto”. Dr. Doolittle is currently engaged in a
critically needed comprehensive research program on Aboriginal mathematics education in Canada, supported by a
SSHRC Aboriginal Development Grant application and numerous other grants, is a program that would be severely
jeopardized should funding to First Nations University be cut.
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Reason #13: Our Vision

e, the First Nations, are children of the Earth, placed here by the Creator to live in harmony with each other,
the land, animals and other living beings. All beings are interconnected in the Great Circle of Life.

As First Nations, we treasure our collective values of wisdom, respect, humility, sharing, harmony, beauty, strength
and spirituality. They have preserved and passed down our traditions through countless generations.

The Elders teach us to respect the beliefs and values of all nations. Under the Treaties, our leaders bade us to work
in cooperation and equal partnership with other nations. The Elders’ desire for an Indian institution of higher edu-
cation led to the establishment of the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC).

The First Nations University of Canada provides an opportunity for students of all nations to learn in an environ-
ment of First Nations cultures and values. The university is a special place of learning where we recognize the spiri-
tual power of knowledge and where knowledge is respected and promoted. In following the paths given to us by the
Creator, the First Nations have a unique vision to contribute to higher education. With the diversity and scope of
the First Nations degree programs, the university occupies a unique role in Canadian higher education. The univer-
sity promotes a high quality of education, research and publication.

At the First Nations University of Canada, First Nations students can learn in the context of their own traditions,
languages and values. Rooted in their own traditions, our students will walk proudly and wisely today. The univer-
sity, through extension programming, reaches out and welcomes First Nations peoples to use its resources for the
enrichment of their communities.

The university requires facilities which reflect the uniqueness, values, dignity and beauty of the First Nations it rep-
resents. It will include appropriate recognition and integration of the role of the Elders, cultural symbols and the
First Nations connectedness to the land.

W
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Native university pulled back from brink

rom an article by Patrick White in the Globe and Mail of Tuesday, February 16, 2010.

Under the new structure, the University of Regina or a similar post-secondary institution would take over certain
administration and management roles at the school, Canada’s only aboriginal-run university. In addition, both the
federal and provincial governments could be granted voting power on the school’s board of directors, currently
controlled by the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN).

The federal and provincial government would then reroute their grants through the University of Regina rather
than writing First Nations University a cheque.

With a new tone of conciliation emerging between the province and the school, Mr. Lonechild said that the two
governments may have misjudged the university’s revered status among Canada’s First Nations.

“I felt that there was a lack of understanding in how important this institution is,” he said. “I’m leery of vindictive-
type responses from the federal government. It was almost like they wanted prove a point based on partisan politics
and short-term decision-making.”

Read the full article in the Globe and Mail.
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UofR President Vianne Timmons to meet with First Nations University
faculty and staff

CURRENT STATUS

The President of the University of Regina will engage in discussions with faculty and staff who teach our students,
to hear concerns and to better understand the implications of the current situation on them.  She will also meet with
community leaders in the cities that house FNUniv campuses to provide them with an overview of the situation. 
She has invited a meeting of the stakeholders, initially to discuss the funding implications and now to pursue the
ideas presented by Minister Norris earlier this week.

Tuesday, Feb. 16

FNUniv Campus Dialogue  1:00 p.m.
Stakeholder meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 17

FNUniv Saskatoon Campus Dialogue   10:30 a.m.

Thursday, Feb. 18

FNUniv Prince Albert Campus Dialogue  10:30 a.m.
City of Prince Albert meeting
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Statement from the University of Regina

ebruary 11, 2010

The University of Regina has not changed its stance – we are committed to the principles that form the foundation
of First Nations University of Canada – that First Nations people are the ones to define how education will be pro-
vided.

We are pleased to continue working with our federated college, the First Nations University of Canada, and FSIN’s
Chief Guy Lonechild to discuss all options that will support that college in pursuit of its mission.

A few days ago we invited the stakeholders – FSIN, the Government of Saskatchewan and the Government of
Canada to meet next week to discuss the implications of the funding situation and we are pleased that the meeting
will occur with all parties involved.

F
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Faculty Profile #14: Anthony de Padua

Anthony de Padua, Assistant Professor, Department of Community Development and Health Sciences.
Anthony de Padua is an Assistant Professor at First Nations University, Northern Campus, in the Department of
Community Development and Health Sciences. He joined the University in 2003 as the University became one of
the three academic partners in the Nursing Education Program of Saskatchewan (NEPS). He earned both his BScN
(Nursing) and his MSc (Community Health and Epidemiology) from the University of Saskatchewan and is pres-
ently working on his PhD (Nursing) from the University of Alberta. In 2003 he and his co-workers from the Prince
Albert Sexual Health Clinic were presented with a Healthcare Excellence Award from the Government of Saskatch-
ewan and in 2005 he was individually honoured with an award from the Spirit of the Heart Harm Reduction Coali-
tion for his commitment and dedication in the area of harm reduction. In 2009 he was awarded a 3 year Canadian
Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) Doctoral Award as well as receiving a scholarship from the Mahatma Gandhi
Foundation for World Peace. He has been invited to present his works at numerous local, provincial, and national
workshops and conferences. In 2009 he was a guest grant peer reviewer for CIHR and a peer abstract reviewer for
the 19th Annual Canadian Conference on HIV/AIDS Research (2010). He is a dedicated teacher who greatly enjoys
facilitating his students’ academic and personal growth through the use of humour and technology.
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Group has 2 weeks to fix First Nations University

rom an article in CBC News.

A working group has two weeks to formulate plans for what officials are saying would be a new “more robust” rela-
tionship between the University of Regina and the troubled First Nations University of Canada.

The latter is on the brink of folding as roughly half of its budget, some $12 million, is set to be eliminated April 1.

Lonechild said he was not bothered that First Nations were losing control over the operations of the school.

“I’m a fair believer that no one’s ever really in control,” Lonechild said. “Our Creator’s in control.”

Read the full article in CBC News.
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Reason #14: Our Graduates

irst Nations University has 3,027 graduates worldwide, including 120 indigenous graduates in Central and
South America. We have alumni who are doctors (one is a heart surgeon), nurses (71 in the last five years),

lawyers, social workers, teachers, dentists, dental therapists, public health inspectors, professors, accountants, busi-
ness leaders, and so on. We have educated over 400 civil servants for the federal and provincial governments, from
managers to a deputy minister, and we have educated over 1,000 civil servants for Indian government.

Our graduates have won major awards, including a Rhodes Scholarship, the prestigious $50,000 CBC Canada’s Next
Great Prime Minister award, and just this year one of our students won the National Red Cross Youth Humani-
tarian Award.

Over 32,000 individuals have taken at least one course from our institution. Unfortunately, due to the way our fed-
eration agreement works with the University of Regina system, many graduates (particularly those in graduate
school programs) are not listed among our official graduates. For example, we have had over 100 graduates from
our Linguistics program, but for the most part they do not show up as First Nations University students in our stats.

If you value the positive impact that First Nations University has had and can continue to have, write to Rob Norris
today.
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Faculty Profile #15: Margaret Cote

Margaret Cote, Assistant Professor and Coordinator of the Saulteaux Language Program, Department of
Indian Languages, Literatures and Linguistics. Ms. Cote is a member of the Cote First Nation. she started out as a
student at the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College in 1981 and she taught Saulteaux as a sessional lecturer, prior
to which time she taught Saulteaux in her home community. She has taught her Saulteaux language for a total of 31
years, and she now teaches the senior Saulteaux classes. She is the author of several books on the Saulteaux Lan-
guage. She is presently working on a Saulteaux Dictionary, the revision of the Nahkawewin - Saulteaux (Ojibway
Dialect of the Plains). She is also working on a collection of Nenapohs Legends as well as other funny Saulteaux
stories that will be published by the Canadian Plains Research Centre. She has dedicated half her life working for
First Nations Education.
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Letter #14: Harley Weston

ear Mr. Norris,

I wish to add my voice to those supporting the students, faculty and staff at the First Nations University of Canada
and calling for the reinstatement of its funding. I will single out one program and one faculty member as illustra-
tions of the richness that this institution brings to our province.

In the last two years I have worked with past and present students and staff in the Indian Communications Arts
Program at FNU. This is a two-year certificate program that prepares students to work as professional journalists
and my experiences working with students and staff in this program have been extremely positive. The mass media
plays an important role in our lives and it is crucial that Aboriginal people take a prominent place in this industry to
tell their stories and bring their insights to our joint experiences and history. Whether these students go directly to a
career in the media or proceed to a degree in journalism it is imperative that their voices be heard. This program
cannot be allowed to die.

The faculty member is Dr. Edward Doolittle. Edward is a mathematician. Edward is also a Mohawk. His is the only
first nations person in Canada with a Ph D in mathematics. His credentials are impressive and I encourage you to
read his profile in the Faculty Profiles section of this blog. In recent years Edward has intensified his focus on math-
ematics education. His education and heritage give him a unique perspective on mathematics education. We in Sas-
katchewan are extremely fortunate to have Edward here amongst us.

The governance and administration of the First Nations University of Canada present challenges to our provincial
and federal governments. Cutting the funding is not facing these challenges, it is running away from them. The
governments must find a way to address this challenge and restore the funding. Every day that this uncertainty per-
sists damages the reputation of the institution, its students and its faculty.

Sincerely,

J. Harley Weston
Professor Emeritus
Mathematics and Statistics University of Regina
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Back from the brink: making FNUniv work

rom an opinion piece by Murray Mandryk, February 17, 2010, in the Leader-Post:

There’s little question that Lonechild’s overture to Norris a week ago came with significant risk to the FSIN chief’s
own political future. Whether Norris and his government fully realized it or not, they were putting at risk the credi-
bility of a new-generation, reform-minded chief, but also its long-term relationship with Saskatchewan’s First
Nations people.

But what may be needed more than anything is time for everyone to reboot. Both sides need to focus on long-term
objectives and perhaps avoid unproductive comments like Lonechild’s suggestion that the federal and provincial
governments were behaving vindictively when they pulled their funding.

What’s certainly been lost since the recent revelations by former chief finance officer Murray Westerlund of ques-
tionable financial practices is that this remains a conceptually solid and needed institution for First Nations stu-
dents.

Read the full piece in The Leader-Post.
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Faculty Profile #16: Lorena Lynn Cote

Lorena Lynn Cote, Lecturer, Department of Indian Languages, Literatures and Linguistics. Ms. Cote received
her BA from Saskatchewan Indian Federated College in 2002 in Saulteaux Language Studies. In 2002 she was hired
as a sessional at First Nations University. In 2005 she was accepted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of
Regina, and is currently a Master’s student in the Canadian Plains Research Centre. In July 2006 she was hired full
time by the First Nations University of Canada as a Level I Lecturer for Saulteaux.
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Letter #15: Cam Broten, Provincial NDP Critic for Advanced Education,
Employment, and Immigration

ear Dr. Heber:

Thank you for the email you sent last week, voicing your support for the First Nations University of Canada. It has
certainly been an eventful week.

I have been encouraged to see the groundswell of support for First Nations University from students, faculty and
the broader public. For more than 34 years, this institution has done great work in educating students and pro-
moting First Nations culture. The NDP Official Opposition has been clear in its position that the Wall government
must support the university. In case you missed it, here is a link to a News Release issued by MLA Warren McCall,
Critic for First Nations and Métis Relations.

As talks continue between Chief Guy Lonechild, the UofR and levels of government, it is my hope that the end
result will be a strengthened university where students’ needs are paramount. The NDP Opposition will continue to
work towards this goal.

Thank you again for taking the time to write.

Sincerely,

Cam Broten MLA
Saskatoon Massey Place
Critic for Advanced Education, Employment and Immigration
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Reason #15: Indigenous language education

he Department of Indian Languages, Literatures and Linguistics (DILLL) of the First Nations University of
Canada is a vital part of First Nations University. In addition to the Linguistics program previously mentioned

in this blog, DILLL offers First Nations language classes in all the languages spoken by First Nations people in Sas-
katchewan: Cree, Saultaeux, Dene, Nakota, and Dakota. We offer Bachelor of Arts degrees in Cree and Saulteaux
and our students can also work on a minor in Nakota and Dakota. DILLL offers classes in First Nations literatures,
oral and written, traditional and new, and recently developed classes for interpretation and translation. DILLL also
works in collaboration with the Department of Indigenous Education to offer the Certificate in Extended Language
Studies (for those who have a BEd) and the First Nations Language Instructors Certificate program (for teachers of
First Nations languages who have had no formal education). DILLL and the Deptartment of Indigenous Education
also recently developed a Bachelor of Education – Cree Immersion which was ready for first offering in the 2010 fall
semester.

These are program offerings that are not available at any other university in the world. The loss of funding to our
institution will effectively end these programs and severely impede any progress we have made in sustaining our
languages and our cultures during our history as a post-secondary institution. If you are concerned about the pos-
sible loss in Indigenous languages that may result from withdrawing funding from First Nations University, write
Rob Norris today.
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Faculty Profile #17: Carrie Bourassa

Dr. Carrie Bourassa, Associate Professor of Indigenous Health Studies. Dr. Bourassa is a Métis scholar who
earned her Ph.D. in Social Studies from the University of Regina in 2008 and has been working for First Nations
University since 2001. Dr. Bourassa has a strong track record in Indigenous Community-based Health Research.
She is the Co-Principal Investigator on several tri-council funded grants including the Indigenous Peoples’ Health
Research Centre (IPHRC) where she is currently an Associate Director. She is also well known for her work with
Aboriginal communities regarding end of life care and culturally safe health care. Dr. Bourassa is highly regarded
for her research regarding Métis health status. Her work which reveals the paucity of Métis specific health data as
well as the poor health and socio-economic status compared to the Canadian population has been presented to a
special Senate Committee on Aboriginal Health. Dr. Bourassa is a member of the Riel Métis Council of Regina.
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Faculty Profile #18: Carl Beal

Dr. Carl Beal, Professor of Indigenous Studies. Dr. Beal has been at First Nations University for 25 years. He
authored “Aboriginal Economic Development in Canada” for the recently published Volume 2, “Indians in Con-
temporary Society”, of the Smithsonian Institution’s prestigious Handbook of North American Indians. He received
a policy fellowship award with the Saskatchewan Institute of Public Policy in 2007–08. He has been an expert wit-
ness in economic history in First Nations several court cases and specific claims. He has authored commissioned
papers for the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba on “The Manitoba Treaties and the Right to Livelihood.”
Dr. Beal has extensive experience in specific claims negotiations, and played a part in the development of new
methods of calculating compensation in long-lived land claims, especially pre-confederation claims.
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Canada’s only First Nations college likely to close after losing funding
from both provincial and federal governments

ear the story on National Native News. National Native news is the only daily news and information program
produced from a Native perspective that can be heard on public radio stations in the U.S. and in Canada.H
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“On guard for taxpayers”: Chuck Strahl responds to the Globe and Mail

letter by Chuck Strahl in the Globe and Mail of February 18, 2010.

In your article Native University Pulled Back From Brink (Feb. 16), you speculate on a possible new funding
arrangement for the institution, and the participation of the federal government in any new arrangement. While I
continue to remain an active participant in these discussions, I want to be clear that the government will no longer
directly fund First Nations University. We will continue to work with our partners to ensure that the university’s
students are able to complete their current academic year.

The decision not to renew funding for this institution was based on many attempts to help make its governance
accountable and its spending transparent. Unfortunately, these efforts proved to be unsuccessful, and the decision
to discontinue funding as of March 31 was necessary to protect taxpayers’ money. Our government remains com-
mitted to helping first nations students access and complete their education - no matter what university they choose
to attend - but we must also be accountable to all Canadians.

While no decision has been made on how funds will be reallocated, I can confirm that they will be used to support
first nations learners to ensure that they continue to enjoy the same educational opportunities as other Canadians.

Chuck Strahl
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
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Letter #16: Restore FNUC Funding by Norlane Jensen

rom a letter by Norlane Jensen published in the StarPhoenix of February 18, 2010:

It is crucial that the federal government now reinstates funding and urges the province to do the same. This will
confirm this governments’ commitment to First Nations’ innovation in aboriginal education.

It will confirm for Saskatchewan’s First Nations community that its commitment to reform and accountability is
valued. It will confirm that long and difficult struggles can be ultimately resolved by the checks and balances within
a democratic process.

Read the full letter in the StarPhoenix.
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Faculty Profile #19: Del Anaquod, Chief Operating Officer

el C. Anaquod

Diploma of Aviation (Mount Royal College)
B.A. (Carleton University)
M.Ed. (Harvard University)
n.d.c. (National Defence College)

Del is a full Professor with the First Nations University of Canada where he teaches upper level Indigenous Studies
courses.

Summary

Del’s past and present involvements/accomplishments are many:

• Graduate-Harvard University (International education/administration)
• Founding Board member and Vice-Chairman of the International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic

Development (Rights and Democracy)
• Established the First Nations Bank of Canada…Canada’s 11th domestic bank
• Founder and Chair of the Saskatchewan Indian Equity Foundation and later Chair of SIEF Investments
• Board member- National Parole Board of Canada
• Council Member- Statistics Canada’s National Statistics Council
• President –Saskatchewan Indian Federated College
• Chair-Rupertsland Holdings- the largest First Nations’ owned investment consortium in Canada
• Privy Council Office
• National Executive Director-National Association of Friendship Centres
• Established Bold Eagle (over 2,000 youth graduates)
• Author of various publications
• Only Saskatchewan citizen to hold the Cabinet/military designation n.d.c.

Background

A member of the Muscowpetung Saulteaux First Nation in southern Saskatchewan, Del attended the Qu’Appelle
Indian Residential School for seven years. He began his professional pursuits by attending Mount Royal College’s
Aviation Program in Calgary followed by several years of employment as a pilot/radio operator in the high Arctic
Islands.

D



Del held a number of senior positions in Ottawa. He served as one of the youngest ever appointed Privy Council
Officers in the PMO/Office of the Secretary to Cabinet for Federal/Provincial Relations in Ottawa. He was respon-
sible for the coordination of specific inter-provincial policies and programs and compiled the first ever Inventory of
Federal/Provincial Programs and Activities.

Prior to this he was a senior Program Manager for the Department of Secretary of State and then as National Execu-
tive Director of the National Association of Friendship Centers (NAFC) representing today over 100 centres across
Canada. As well, prior to this period, Del was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree from Carleton University (Soci-
ology/Anthropology). He later attended Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts and completed a Masters
of Education degree (1980) with a specialization in international education/administration.

After an absence of ten years from Saskatchewan, Del returned in 1980 and held the position of Senior Policy
Adviser to the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN), as well as Assistant Professor at SIFC (now
FNUC). He was instrumental in a number of new initiatives such as founder/Chairman of the Saskatchewan Indian
Equity Foundation; Canada’s first Aboriginal controlled Capital Corporation. This later became a model for over
forty such lending institutions across Canada.

1982 witnessed the first World Assembly of First Nations, an international gathering of Indigenous peoples from
around the world. As Executive Director of this event, Del was responsible for coordinating staff as well as estab-
lishing and maintaining contact with all participants and delegates from over twenty-five countries.

From 1983 to 1986, Del served as President of SIFC (now the First Nations University of Canada), the only First
Nation’s controlled University/College in North America. In this position he transformed SIFC from an FSIN pro-
gram to a stand-alone university institution through the SIFC Act and its own Board of Governors, finances and
policies while obtaining core funding and AUCC accreditation with an enrolment of over 750 students. Following
his Presidency at SIFC, Del had the unique opportunity of attending the National Defense College in Kingston,
Ontario. He obtained the cabinet/military designation of n.d.c. and one of few in Canada and the only one in Sas-
katchewan.

Throughout his life, Del has traveled extensively (40 + countries) and during his tenure with SIFC, he was instru-
mental in facilitating over ten educational exchange agreements with several countries, including the People’s
Republic of China, the Navajo Nation (USA), Mexico, Russia, and Chile. Shortly thereafter, he was appointed Board
member and Vice-Chairman of the International Center for Human Rights and Democratic Development (Rights
and Democracy), Montreal, Québec on whose board he served for four years.

In 1992, Del was again seconded to FSIN where he served two years as Executive Director of Education. In this
position, he was instrumental in initiating a summer militia program (Bold Eagle) and a new direction for First
Nations’ education emphasizing business development and the promotion of science/math based professions.

From 1996-1999, Del was the Director of the Indigenous Centre for International Development (SIFC) where he
initiated and coordinated projects in Mexico, Costa Rica and Guatemala.

As a founder of the First Nations Bank of Canada, (Canada’s 11th domestic bank) Del continues to be involved in a
variety of political, educational and business developments.

Author of numerous publications — his recent “Contributions of Indigenous Peoples of the Americas” to the world
was printed in six languages (four First Nations) and distributed across Canada to all Aboriginal schools (2,000).
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Del continues to instruct advanced courses in Indigenous Studies at the First Nations University of Canada. His
recent involvements include the Chair of Rupertsland Holdings Ltd., the largest First Nations’ owned investment
consortium in Canada. Rupertsland was owned by 156 Bands in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Yukon and the NWT. He
was also Chair of SIEF Investments and a board member of the National Parole Board of Canada and the National
Statistics Council.

Del and his wife, Diane have two children: a daughter, Dawn (HR Office, Canada Post in Ottawa), and a son, Derek
(Cpl) presently deployed in Afghanistan.
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Professor assigned COO at First Nations University

rom an article by CBC News on February 16, 2010.

Del Anaquod, a professor at First Nations University of Canada, has been assigned as chief operating officer to
oversee day-to-day operations at the troubled institution.

“I think we need some sort of normalcy and stability,” Anaquod said to reporters at the campus on Tuesday. He
said his main priority will be to “protect the academic integrity of the institution.”

“It’s a great institution,” he added. “It’s too valuable for all of us in Saskatchewan to lose. We all lose.”

Read more on CBC.
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First Nations University of Canada Governance Plan (Begay Report)
released

egay Report on First Nations University governance

An Opportunity to Lead the World in First Nations Higher Education

Executive Summary

The task of the First Nations University of Canada Ad-Hoc Committee: Governance of the First Nations University
of Canada Board of Governors is to move deliberately, without delay, forward in establishing a governing structure
reflective of the vision, goals and objectives of First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv).

In fulfilling the expressed directive, the Ad-Hoc Committee requested M. A. Begay II & Associates, LLC (MABII) to
conduct an analysis of FNUniv governance and to recommend changes that could strengthen its organization and
performance. In completing this task, MABII researchers closely followed First Nations traditions, spirituality, cul-
ture, and governance as mandated in the Terms of Reference and by Elders.

As such, five Pipe Ceremonies and one Sweat Lodge Ceremony were conducted and led by ceremonial Elders, spe-
cifically to find governance answers and directions for this project. In addition, MABII researchers carried out
interviews with, among others, Elders, Chiefs, current and former students, administrators, Councilors, First
Nation veterans, commissioners, provincial and federal authorities, managers, faculty and staff, and citizens of var-
ious First Nations. We reviewed documents about FNUniv governance, business operation, history, and relations
with federal and provincial governments and institutions. We conducted a university- and community-wide survey,
and researched four traditional historical First Nation governments and global higher education standards. We also
benefited from numerous meetings and related sessions in and out of the FNUniv communities. This report pro-
vides an analysis of the background and current environment of FNUniv, traditional historical governing structures
of four First Nations in Saskatchewan, global higher education standards, and uncovers key success factors in the
governance of FNUniv. It also presents commendations of practices FNUniv must continue, provides a summation
of Sounding Board comments, and makes recommendations of changes we deem FNUniv must make to improve
its governance system. Finally, it outlines a transition plan that FNUniv must take to create develop an effective and
efficient FNUniv governance model.

While FNUniv has many challenges to overcome, it is clear that it has the potential to become a world-class higher
education institution. FNUniv and its representatives have hopes and dreams that FNUniv will become a higher
education institution that serves its constituents well. Among other things, FNUniv wants to build on the hard work
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of its founders by becoming an institution that can help strengthen First Nation cultures, languages, and core
values. FNUniv also wants to cultivate students who will become strong members of the international academic
community, learn how to conduct excellent research for major publications, and provide leadership for its First
Nations peoples worldwide. It wants to help rebuild healthy First Nation communities throughout Canada and else-
where. It wants to be a financially stable and independent education institution that makes decisions for its future
based on the teachings of Elders.

The vision and goals are admirable. FNUniv’s record is impressive, given the tremendous amount of complex con-
straints it has had to deal with. It has accomplished a great deal. But it bears the burden of a politicized governing
institution that is not, for the most part, of its own design and based on its vision and goals. Most importantly, it is
not designed to build the future it wants.

Any model of governance must serve the primary goal of meeting the needs of the organization as expressed in their
vision and mission statements. In the case of FNUniv, that means: Does the current governing structure allow for
the promotion and active maintenance of First Nations cultures, languages, and core values? We think the answer
is, not at the moment, but that it can promptly meet and exceed this vision and goals with appropriate governance
support and structure.

Read the full Dr. Manley Begay FNUniv Board Governance Report.
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Begay Report Completed, Will Be Addressed in Chiefs Assembly

Saskatoon, SK) FSIN Chief Guy Lonechild will seek direction from the Chiefs in Assembly regarding the Dr.
Manley Begay Report on the First Nations University of Canada. A special FSIN Legislative Assembly has been

called for March 8 and 9, 2010 in Saskatoon at the Saskatoon Inn at which time the Chiefs will be asked to ratify the
report.

“The future of the First Nations University of Canada has been uncertain. With the release of the Begay report we
now have certainty in regards to the $1.2 million funding block that was withheld by INAC. Once the Chiefs ratify
the report a new level of stability will be achieved,” says Chief Lonechild.

“The key stakeholders need to provide direction regarding the implementation of the Begay Report,” says Chief
Lonechild. “We need to consider the Begay report alongside the All Chiefs Task Force Final Report 2005 before we
can determine the future of FNUniv. We will also need input from the Federal and Provincial governments. It’s
integral to our process to hear from every stakeholder.”

The FSIN forwarded the report to the interim Board of Governors of FNUniv. Please go to the First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada website to read the Begay Report. www.firstnationsuniversity.ca

The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations represents 74 First Nations in Saskatchewan. The Federation is
committed to honouring the spirit and intent of Treaty, as well as the promotion, protection and implementation of
the Treaty promises that were made more than a century ago.

-30-

For More Information Please Contact:
Mervin Brass, Executive Director of Communications Direct: 306.956-1026
Cellular: 306.220-7187
Facsimile: 306.665.0115
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First Nations University in ‘precarious’ state

rom an article on CBC.ca, Friday, February 19, 2010.

A consultant’s report on the troubled First Nations University of Canada says the Regina-based school is in a dire
straits and faces some difficult choices. “Declining enrolments and the lack of transparency and stability with FNUC
has led to a precarious financial position,” the report from the Arizona consultant Manley Begay and Associates
says. “Without strong subsidization of grants from federal and provincial sources, FNUC will be forced to liquidate
assets, such as the Saskatoon campus facility.”

Read more on CBC.ca.
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Letter #17: Suzie Nilson

would like add my voice of support for First Nations University of Canada. I would like to add my voice to those
individuals that feel that FNUC plays a significant role towards the education of Indigenous peoples and all peo-

ples. I firmly believe that the institution that is FNUC can come back to a place that is recognized once again as a
‘gem’ in Canada and beyond. In my communications with one FNUC Elder, I was informed that high school stu-
dents are now asking about whether there will be a First Nations University for them. FNUC is important to them.
First Nations University plays an important role in providing a culturally supportive and inclusive environment,
that includes resident Elders, ceremonies, feasts and INCLUSIVE post-secondary university courses, certificates and
degrees ranging from Science to First Nations Studies. As an adjunct FNUC faculty member I continue to work in
collegial relationships with FNUC faculty and continue to work for Indigenous initiatives in the field of Science.
This work stems from my research and curriculum work initiated at First Nations University of Canada in partner-
ship with Elder Bea Lavallee. More work is needed in this area and I hope from my heart that our institution,
FNUC, will be further supported so that contributions to our Saskatchewan youth by our institution can continue
to change lives in a good way and for the better.

Very respectfully yours,

Suzie Nilson, Ph.D.
Dept. of Biology, Vancouver Island University, Nanaimo, British Columbia
Adjunct faculty member, First Nations University of Canada, Saskatchewan
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Report urges small board, no chiefs

rom an article by Jason Warick in the Leader-Post of February 20, 2010.

A long-awaited report for First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) is recommending a slimmed-down board
of elders and technical experts, and devoid of First Nations chiefs.

The report provides yet another road map for FNUniv’s overhaul, including policies to encourage accountability
and transparency.

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Faculty Profile #20: Janice Acoose

JANICE ACOOSE / Miswonikwekesik (BA Hon; MA; PhD (ABD)) is Bonais Doodomag from Sakimay (Anishi-
naabe) First Nation. Acoose, an internationally recognized Indigenous literary critic, has been a professor of Eng-
lish with the First Nations University for 17 years. A scholar activist, she has devoted her life to empowering First
Nations people by calling attention, both in and out of the classroom, to the power politics of literary criticism and
by critically engaging with contemporary story carriers of First Nations knowledge. Currently, she is finalizing her
PhD dissertation entitled “Minjimendaamowin Anishinaabe: Reading and Righting All Our Relations in Written
English.” Acoose is a highly visible scholar of First Nations literatures whose work is included in Canada’s only two
anthologies of First Nations Literary Criticism by First Nations critics, [Ad]dressing Our Words and Looking at the
Words of Our People. Her first book Iskwewak – Kah’Ki Yaw Ni Wahkomakanak: Neither Indian Princesses Nor
Easy Squaws is the first full-length book of literary criticism by a First Nations critic in Canada. She has also con-
tributed to Reasoning Together: The Native Critic’s Collective, a critical anthology that gathered prominent Indige-
nous scholars from both Canada and the United States. Before devoting attention to her doctorate, Acoose was Sas-
katchewan’s first Native Affairs Columnist, a film producer, and newspaper journalist. Most recently she worked
with NFB film director Christine Welsh to make Finding Dawn, a film that documents stories of Canada’s missing
and murdered Indigenous Women.
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Milton Tootoosis, Alumnus

was a very unmotivated student in high school. The Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC; predecessor of
First Nations University) changed my attitude towards learning almost 360 degrees. 24 years have passed since I

graduated from SIFC. Now in my mid life I look back and realize that the U, with its caring staff, elders, and faculty
was the key ingredient. I met hundreds of other indigenous and non-indigenous students during the early 80’s and
we all motivated each other to succeed. The alternative was a lifetime of poverty and social problems back home.
The province of Saskatchewan and Government of Canada must look at the longer term benefits of this still young
institution versus the alternative. The investment, the treaty guarantee to education, etc. must be retained and ful-
filled if we are see more First Nations as productive citizens, living successfully in a multi-cultural global village
without assimilating and losing our culture. The U gave me and thousands of others that same opportunity. I want
my own children and grandchildren (yet unborn) to have that same opportunity I had. I could go on but I will stop
there. The academics and others on this blog have said it best.

Milton Tootoosis, B.A. (‘86)

I



CHAPTER 92

University talent pool runs deep

rom an article by Jason Warick in the Leader-Post of February 19, 2010.

Much of the recent focus on FNUniv has centred on allegations of misdeeds of various administrators, the vulner-
able students and the high-level negotiations underway attempting to salvage the institution.

But something else is at stake. Although many accomplished professors have fled or been chased from FNUC in
recent years, the talent pool on each of its three campuses — Regina, Saskatoon and Prince Albert — remains deep.
FNUniv is a unique source of both traditional and cutting-edge aboriginal research in art, education, social work,
health, linguistics and other fields.

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Winds of change blow through FNUniv

rom a letter by student Adam Martin to the Leader-Post, February 19, 2010

It was clear they left behind a renewed confidence in the leadership of FNUniv. The day after the meeting, many
were happily met with smiling faces and witnessed the return of bursts of laughter from far off corners of FNUniv.

Read the full letter in the Leader-Post.
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Education is the key to aboriginal (and Canadian) potential

rom an opinion piece by Shawn Atleo, National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations, in the Globe and Mail
of Sunday, February 21, 2010.

Our agenda is about building strong First Nations that will see Canada fulfill its economic potential. The centre of
this agenda is education. First Nations youth are the youngest and fastest-growing segment of our population. Their
share of the labour force will triple over the next 20 years. First Nations youth who complete high school are twice
as likely to be employed, and those who get university degrees triple their earning potential. Increasing their gradu-
ation rates to match those of other Canadians would inject an additional $71-billion into Canada’s economy over
the next 10 years. This would help eliminate the employment gap, adding another $160-billion to the economy over
a 10-year period.

Every other education system in Canada has a secure, legislated base for funding. First Nations education is not
secure and is subject to policy change, reallocations and reductions. This is not acceptable – we seek a commitment
to a sustainable funding framework.

Read the full piece in the Globe and Mail.
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Reason #16: The Indian Communication Arts Program

atch Inside the Circle, a television news program produced by the students in the Indian Communication
Arts (INCA) program at the First Nations University of Canada. Segments on the program include

• Indian Communication Arts (INCA) program
• First Nations University convocation, and valedictorian Angela Severight
• Department of Indigenous Education
• Elders at First Nations University
• First Nations University Powwow
• Intercultural Leadership Program (ILP)
• On-line Cree Language Education
• Environmental Health and Science (ENHS) Program
• Indigenous Governance Program
• Indigenous Land Claims Research
• Proposed Changes to Indian Postsecondary Education Funding
• Veterans Memorial Teepee
• Lionel Peyachew of Indigenous Fine Arts
• First Nations University Art Gallery
• Jo-Ann Episkenew of English, and the Residential School Literature class
• Profiles of Indigenous Communication Arts (INCA) students

Watch Inside the Circle on the INCA channel.
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Letter #18: Grandmothers Caring for Grandchildren

ear Mr. Norris,

We are grandmothers living in Regina that are presently raising some of our grandchildren. We belong to The
Grandmothers Caring for Grandchildren organization at the University of Regina’s Center for Continuing Educa-
tion. We have met and discussed at length the implications of the withdrawal of provincial and federal funding
from the First Nations University of Canada.

Collectively speaking, we agree that:

1. It is essential to have funding restored to the First Nations University of Canada as soon as possible. Not only
are the needs of students that are midway through their semester in jeopardy of not being able to write their
exams in March, but Faculty wages are in jeopardy at the end of this month. Students will also need funding
throughout the summer in order to complete their classes. That is just for the short term.

2. It is time that the First Nations University of Canada received stable funding on an ongoing basis. The First
Nations University of Canada’s sister colleges, Campion College and Luther College, receive stable funding
through transfer payments. So too should the First Nations University of Canada receive stable funding. The late
Dr. Oliver Brass always said that the SIFC/FNUniv needed stable funding in order to grow. When he was presi-
dent of the SIFC/FNUniv he referred to this funding question 20 years ago when he stated, “Now is the time,
this is the place, and we are the people.” Stable funding will enable the First Nations University of Canada to
become stable and finally, mature.

3. We want our grandchildren to have the opportunity to retain their First Nations languages. The First Nations
University of Canada is where the five languages of Saskatchewan’s First Nations are taught. No other university
in the world has faculty capable of delivering such a program. Therefore, it is essential to retain the First Nations
University of Canada.

4. The faculty of the First Nations University of Canada is of the highest caliber and deserves the stability and
assurance of continued employment. The faculty and their families are solid contributing members to the cities
of Regina, Saskatoon, and Prince Albert; the province of Saskatchewan; and Canada. We cannot lose the exper-
tise of these professors and their contributions to teaching, research, and community building.

Recently, the University of Regina promised to assist in seeing that the students would not fall through the cracks
after your government and the federal government decided to pull funding from the First Nations University of
Canada. As of today, your promise to channel the five million dollars in funding through the U of R in order to
cover costs thereby ensuring the students and faculty do not suffer because of decisions beyond their control, has
not been forthcoming.
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In fact, we understand that the province has asked the University of Regina and the University of Saskatchewan to
cut their budgets by 5%. How on earth can these universities expect to pick up the pieces of the First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada? There is no doubt that these universities have the best intentions as they themselves recognize
the value and uniqueness of the First Nations University. They know, for example, that the linguistics program at
the First Nations University of Canada is the only one outside of Ottawa and British Columbia. The three highly
qualified professors in the Linguistics Department at the First Nations University of Canada have produced more
publications about First Nations languages than any other linguistics program in Canada who, I might add, have
more personnel.

The irresponsibility of some uneducated FSIN chiefs, vice-chiefs, and their unqualified collaborators has been
taking its toll on the First Nations University of Canada for the past five years. What a shame nothing was done
sooner! This does not have to continue. The new chief of the FSIN, Guy Lonechild, has had only three months in
office to turn things around. He needs time, as I am sure you can appreciate. The short sightedness of some First
Nation politicians need not be exacerbated by the short sightedness of any provincial or federal politicians, as I am
sure you can also appreciate. Our children deserve more resolve now from all levels of government than they have
ever received in the past!

We the grandmothers do not want our grandchildren to miss out on the First Nations centered education that they
deserve! Jails are not an option for the future of our youth, as I am sure you will agree. We also know that education
is a Treaty right for First Nation peoples. We recognize that meeting obligations of Treaty is the very basis of our
Canadian foundation. Land was exchanged for education and medical coverage. This is a living obligation for today
not some obligation past as some would like to believe.

Mr. Norris, at this time in history, your understanding and integrity as a committed public servant gives us hope
that you will diligently address this issue with an attitude of cultural cooperation, empathy and patience. We the
grandmothers know that education is the key to creating a wise and prudent population that puts Canada in good
standing. To enhance the education of our Saskatchewan population, be they aboriginal or non aboriginal, is the
wisest decision for any politician to follow. Reinstating funding for the university is an investment that far out-
weighs the terrible consequences of throwing the baby out with the bath water. Many people’s lives and futures, and
the lives of generations to come, depend upon your wisdom in reinstating the provincial funding to the First
Nations University of Canada.

Mr. Norris, please do what you can to also have federal funding reinstated to the First Nations University of
Canada. The First Nations University of Canada was world renowned prior to the former FNUniv BOG Chairman
and FSIN Vice Chief Morley Watson’s inappropriate takeover of the university five years ago. Now is the opportu-
nity to save a dream ensuring your name goes down in history as one who brought sanity back to an insane situa-
tion. Saskatchewan has always been a world leader. Let’s continue that leadership by reinstating the funding to
another Saskatchewan first, First Nations University.

Respectfully,

Sheila R. Brass
for
The Grandmothers Caring for Grandchildren
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High school students plan to attend FNUC

rom an article by Jason Warick in the StarPhoenix of February 23, 2010.

Many of the high school students who toured the Saskatoon campus of the First Nations University of Canada
(FNUC) Monday say they’d like to attend in the fall, in spite of the institution’s uncertain future.

“It would be nice to come here because it’s all indigenous. It seems like it’d be a good place to come,” said 26-year-
old Robert Badger, who returned to high school recently and will receive his diploma in the spring.

“The instructors seem like they really care.”

Read the full article in the StarPhoenix.
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Sweeping changes coming for First Nations University

New report recommends governing board should be depoliticized.

From an article in Macleans.ca, February 22, 2010.

A new report says the troubled First Nations University of Canada (FNUC) should become openly financially
accountable and be run by people who are not in a conflict of interest. The report by consultants Manley Begay and
Associates warns that without such changes the Regina-based school will not get the federal and provincial grants it
needs and will have to sell its Saskatoon campus and other assets.

Read the full article in Macleans.ca.
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Message from the President of the University of Regina

essage from Vianne Timmons, President of the University of Regina

These have been a difficult few weeks for many of us at the University of Regina – but even more so for our collea-
gues at First Nations University of Canada. During that time, there has been a lot of uncertainty, and there has been
a lot of sadness as well. I have felt it myself on campus and in the larger community, and I have heard it in the words
of many of you – particularly in the dialogue sessions held in mid-February at the University of Regina and the First
Nations University campuses in Regina, Saskatoon and Prince Albert.

But with that sadness, I have seen a lot of hope and pride – and that’s something we have to remember and build on
in the weeks and months ahead. We have all seen First Nations University students doing everything they can to
save their beloved institution – meeting with their leaders, holding public demonstrations, and serving as a strong
reminder that students must be the first consideration in any academic or administrative decision. To me, that has
been so inspiring.

As many of you know, whenever I speak on campus or in the larger community, I always emphasize that “The Uni-
versity of Regina is YOUR university” – and I mean that with all my heart. We all have an active interest in this
institution and in all of its Federated Colleges, which have been such an important part of our University for dec-
ades. It has been so heartening for me to see your pride of place and your support for your First Nations University
colleagues.

I am proud of your support for First Nations University faculty, staff and students, and proud of the respectful dis-
cussion that has taken place about this funding crisis. Respectful discussion and engagement are the keys to moving
forward – and that’s the spirit in which this challenge will be resolved.

Respectful discussion really came to the fore in the dialogue sessions for faculty and staff which I attended. These
sessions were important to me, because while there has been a lot of focus in the past weeks on meeting the educa-
tional needs of our students, we must not lose sight of the needs of faculty and staff. Students are our reason for
being here, but we must also listen to our faculty and staff because you serve our students so well as you carry out
our academic mission.

At those dialogue sessions, I heard your concerns and got a better understanding of how the First Nations Univer-
sity funding crisis is affecting you and others you know – academically, professionally, and personally. That’s what I
wanted to hear. For me and for the University as a whole to be an informed, sensitive partner who is advocating for
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and helping find solutions for First Nations education in the province, I need the best information available – infor-
mation from you.

I want that dialogue to continue, so if you weren’t able to voice your comments at any of the dialogue sessions, I
encourage you to let me know your thoughts. What is important to you? What must we all pay attention to? What
can’t we lose sight of? What should we work toward? What shouldn’t we work toward?

Respectful engagement not only characterized the mid-February dialogue sessions with faculty and staff, but was
also a key component of the partner meetings held around the same time between the federal and provincial gov-
ernments, the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN), and the University of Regina. From these discus-
sions emerged the idea of a new partnership model with First Nations University, and this was a ray of hope for
First Nations education in the province at what seemed like a very dark time.

A working group involving representatives from both governments, FSIN, the University of Regina and First
Nations University of Canada has been formed to develop this new partnership model for First Nations University.
This new model must be developed, approved and implemented by early March – an indication both of the urgency
and the commitment of everyone involved to find a solution.

What form will the new partnership model for First Nations University take? What form CAN it take? Regardless of
the structure it might take, the University of Regina is committed to the principle that forms the foundation of First
Nations University of Canada – that First Nations people are the ones to define how their education will be pro-
vided – and it is important that any new partnership model takes that principle into account.

That’s why respectful engagement between the partners is so crucial – to find a financial and governance model that
is acceptable to all. We must work respectfully toward and remain open to a solution that helps move us forward
together, and preserves and builds on the First Nations culture, learning, and pride upon which First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada was founded.

I’m optimistic that the working group will find such a solution and begin implementing it in the coming weeks. I
will update this message as required over that time in order to keep you up to date on the situation.

Message from the President of  the Universi ty… 123
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Faculty Profile #21: Angelina Weenie

Angelina Weenie (B.Ed., B.A., Post-Graduate Diploma, M.Ed). Angelina Weenie is Plains Cree from Sweetgrass
First Nation. She is a fluent Cree speaker. Angelina has been involved in Aboriginal education for over 30 years, as a
school teacher, curriculum developer, and eventually as Associate Professor in the Department of Indigenous Edu-
cation at the First Nations University of Canada. She has served as the Department Head of Indigenous Education
since 2002. She has published numerous articles in peer reviewed journals, a book, Resilience and First Nations Stu-
dents (2009), and numerous professional reports including evaluations of the Aboriginal Head Start program. She
has given many talks on Aboriginal education at conferences throughout the province of Saskatchewan and the
country.
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Too little, too late for the Tories to forgive First Nations U

rom an opinion piece by Kevin Libin on a National Post blog, posted February 24, 2010.

Ottawa’s funding alone is worth about a third of the university’s annual budget (without the province’s money,
FNUC has lost half its revenue). Strahl did say he wouldn’t fund the school “directly,” which likely means that stu-
dents attending the school—if it survives—will keep getting tuition grants, or even that the feds might let the Uni-
versity of Regina have some of it if, as some have proposed, the U of R ends up absorbing the First Nations univer-
sity.

Read more at the National Post.

F



CHAPTER 102

Canadian government ‘strangely silent’ on future of FNUniv: Ralph
Goodale

rom an article by Angela Hall in the Leader-Post of February 24, 2010.

The federal Conservative government is failing to provide any public reassurance about the future of First Nations
University of Canada in Saskatchewan, says Regina Liberal MP Ralph Goodale.

Goodale, whose Wascana riding encompasses First Nations University’s main campus, credited the Federation of
Saskatchewan Indian Nations and others for taking steps to try and address the problems and chart a course for the
future. But the federal government has been “strangely silent,” he said.

Strahl’s letter does not address the possibility that First Nations University and University of Regina could form a
new partnership, under which public funding would be controlled by the U of R. A working group with representa-
tives from both levels of government, the universities and the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations was to be
struck last week to begin looking at that idea.

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Faculty Profile #22: Blair Stonechild

BLAIR STONECHILD, Professor of Indigenous Studies. Blair Stonechild is a member of the Muscowpetung
Saulteaux First Nation in Saskatchewan. He spent his first nine years of education at the Qu’Appelle Indian Resi-
dential School at Lebret, and was one of the first students to enroll in a white high school in Regina. He went on to
obtained his B.A. from McGill University in Montreal, and later completed his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees at the Uni-
versity of Regina.

As a student at McGill, Blair was elected President of the Native Youth Association of Canada, the first effort to
organize Aboriginal youth across Canada. Upon completing his bachelor’s degree, Blair worked as Assistant
Director of Manitou Community College, the first Aboriginal-controlled post-secondary institution in Canada.

In 1976 Blair was the first academic hired by the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC). Shortly after being
employed, he chaired the Ad Hoc Committee on Indian Studies, which lay out the basic structure of the Bachelor’s
Degree. As the first Head of the Department of Indian Studies, he was responsible to building a faculty and devel-
oping the curriculum. After two terms as department head, Blair was selected as the first Dean of Academics,
responsible for faculty and curriculum issues across the several college departments. During this period, he helped
to develop a system of academic rank and promotions, and helped to negotiate the first SIFC Collective Agreement.
During this period, Blair also instrumental in establishing the Canadian Indian/Native studies association (CINSA).
He was elected the organizations first President, a position that he held for two terms. CINSA helped to promote
the interest of Native Studies programs across Canada and raise their profile in the scholarly community.

Blair has been involved in research for local First Nations. He has conducted land claims research for the Federation
of Saskatchewan Indians, and his research on the abandoned Treaty Four Grounds in Fort Qu’Appelle led to the
eventual returning of much of that land. In 1982 he along with Bill Peigan Jr. conducted an extensive study of
flooding in the Qu’Appelle Valley that has led to the negotiation of settlements with eight Reserves in the
Qu’Appelle Valley.

In 1990, Blair participated in the hearings of the National Task Force on Aboriginal Peoples and Museums. Shortly
after, he was selected by the Prime Minister’s Office to be one of the dozen members of the Board of Trustees of the
Canadian Museum of Civilization, Canada’s national museum of culture and history located across the river from
the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa. He served on the board for nine years. The museum, designed by renowned
Aboriginal architect Douglas Cardinal, had just been completed. Blair participated in the broad planning of the
extensive First People Hall. Blair has also sat on the First Peoples’ Advisory Committee of the Glenbow Museum,
been a consultant for the Treaty Four Keeping House project, and developed the First Nations content for the
RCMP Museum in Regina. It was at the museum that Blair told Douglas Cardinal about the SIFC’s dream to con-



struct a new facility. This led to an invitation to the architect to come to Regina for consultations. The unique
design reflected Aboriginal values, but was also designed as an organic and functional facility. Blair became Execu-
tive Director of Planning, responsible for coordinating the planning process and fund-raising. The successful com-
pletion of the project led the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College to be rechristened the First Nations University
of Canada.

Over the years, Blair also found the time to conduct research and publish books. He co-authored with Dr. Bill
Waiser, Loyal Till Death: Indians and the North-West Rebellion, which overturned erroneous impressions of wide-
spread Indian disloyalty during the 1885 Resistance. It won the Saskatchewan Book Award and was a finalist for the
Governor General’s Literary Award in 1997. Dr. Stonechild’s book examining Aboriginal post-secondary policy The
New Buffalo: Aboriginal Post-secondary Policy in Canada (2006) was a finalist for the Saskatchewan Book Award.
He is currently in the process of having published the biography Buffy Sainte-Marie: It’s My Way, based upon a
series of interviews with Buffy and those who have been important in her life. Next, Blair plans to do research on
Aboriginal spiritual philosophy.

Blair was selected as the Editor responsible for Aboriginal content for the Encyclopedia of Saskatchewan. Stonechild
has done extensive consulting on Aboriginal education, including being the lead researcher in national studies of
Aboriginal post-secondary policy including a pan-Canadian inventory of Aboriginal post-secondary initiatives,
study on Aboriginal attitudes towards self-identification in education, and study of the needs of Aboriginal post-
secondary learners. He has been a part of international delegations representing the university in Peru, Chile, Belize
and the Peoples’ Republic of China.

In his spare time, Blair has run marathons, completing the 42 kilometer Queen City Marathon. Blair is married to
Sylvia and has raised three children.
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CHAPTER 104

Reason #17: Our relationship with the Crown

he First Nations people of Canada have a special relationship with the Crown by virtue of our treaty relation-
ship. In recognition of that special relationship, Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, opened the university in 2003.

“This is a great day for all Canadians,” he said when opening the building. Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada,
made a visit to First Nations University her first engagement during the centennial celebrations of Saskatchewan
and Alberta in 2005. Queen Elizabeth made a special gift of a stone from Balmoral Castle to First Nations University
during her visit.

This stone was taken from the grounds of Balmoral Castle in the Highlands of Scotland – a place dear to my great
great grandmother, Queen Victoria. It symbolises the foundation of the rights of First Nations peoples reflected in
treaties signed with the Crown during her reign. Bearing the cipher of Queen Victoria as well as my own, this stone
is presented to the First Nations University of Canada in the hope that it will serve as a reminder of the special
relationship between the Sovereign and all First Nations peoples.

We call on the Government of Canada to continue to honour this special relationship laid out in the treaties. Write
your elected representatives today expressing your opinion.
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CHAPTER 105

Action #1: Write Your Saskatchewan MP

he situation facing First Nations University is very serious. We stand to lose one third to one half of our
funding in the next few weeks and may not be able to continue operating. Please take some time to write your

Member of Parliament expressing your opinion on this dire situation. If you can, send the letter by post, fax, and e-
mail to be sure that it gets to your MP in time. See the list of contact information for Saskatchewan MPs below, and
also see our blog at http://fnuniv.wordpress.com/ for more information.

You can use the provided Model Letter to politicians (but be sure to customize it for federal/provincial and to
include your own sentiments).

We would appreciate it if you provided us with a copy of your letter: fnuniv@hotmail.com. And please forward a
link to this request to your friends and colleagues: http://fnuniv.wordpress.com/2010/02/25/action-01/ .

• Anderson, David - Cypress Hills—GrasslandsHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Tele-
phone: (613) 992-0657 Fax: (613) 992-5508 EMail: AnderDa@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.davidanderson.ca Con-
stituency Office The Chinook Building 1-240 Central Ave North Swift Current, Saskatchewan S9H 0L2 Tele-
phone: (306) 778-4480 Fax: (306) 778-6981

• Block, Kelly - Saskatoon—Rosetown—BiggarHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Tele-
phone: (613) 995-1551 Fax: (613) 943-2010 EMail: Block.K@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.kellyblock.ca Constituency
Office 904E 22nd Street West, (Main Office) Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7M 0S1 Telephone: (306) 975-6555 Fax:
(306) 975-5786

• Boughen, Ray - PalliserHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Telephone: (613) 992-9115
Fax: (613) 992-0131 EMail: Boughen.R@parl.gc.ca Web Site: rayboughen.ca/index.php?docID=9 Constituency
Office 3-54 Stadacona Street West Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan S6H 1Z1

• Breitkreuz, Garry - Yorkton—MelvilleHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Telephone:
(613) 992-4394 Fax: (613) 992-8676 EMail: BreitG@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.garrybreitkreuz.com Constituency
Office 19 1st Avenue North, Yorkton, Saskatchewan S3N 1J3 Telephone: (306) 782-3309 Fax: (306) 786-7207

• Clarke, Rob - Desnethé—Missinippi—Churchill RiverHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A
0A6 Telephone: (613) 995-8321 Fax: (613) 995-7697 EMail: ClarkR@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.robclarkemp.ca
Constituency Offices 201-2nd Street West PO Box 1260 Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan S9X 1C7 Telephone: (306)
234-2334 Fax: (306) 234-2339 711 La Ronge Avenue, PO Box 612 La Ronge, Saskatchewan S0J 1L0 Telephone:
(306) 425-2643 Fax: (306) 425-2677

• Goodale, Ralph (Hon.) - WascanaHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Telephone: (613)
947-1153 Fax: (613) 996-9790 EMail: GoodaR@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.rgoodale.ca/?s=home Constituency
Office 310 University Park Drive, Regina, Saskatchewan S4V 0Y8 Telephone: (306) 585-2202 Fax: (306) 585-2280
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• Hoback, Randy - Prince AlbertHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Telephone: (613)
995-3295 Fax: (613) 995-6819 EMail: Hoback.R@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.randyhobackmp.ca Constituency
Office 137-15th Street East (Main Office) Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 1G1

• Komarnicki, Ed - Souris—Moose MountainHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Tele-
phone: (613) 992-7685 Fax: (613) 995-8908 EMail: KomarE@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.edkom.ca Constituency
Offices 308-1133 4th Street (Main Office) Estevan, Saskatchewan S4A 0W6 Telephone: (306) 634-3000 Fax: (306)
634-4835 2-405 Souris Avenue Weyburn, Saskatchewan S4H 0C9 Telephone: (306) 842-9000 Fax: (306) 842-3854
806 Broadway Ave. PO Box 1648 Moosomin, Saskatchewan S0G 3N0 Telephone: (306) 435-2831 Fax: (306)
435-2837

• Lukiwski, Tom - Regina—Lumsden—Lake CentreHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6
Telephone: (613) 992-4573 Fax: (613) 996-6885 EMail: LukiwT@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.lukiwski.ca Constitu-
ency Office 965 McIntosh Street PO Box 31009, RPO Normanview (Main Office) Regina, Saskatchewan S4R 8R6
Telephone: (306) 790-4747 Fax: (306) 790-4746

• Ritz, Gerry (Hon.) - Battlefords—LloydminsterHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Tele-
phone: (613) 995-7080 Fax: (613) 996-8472 EMail: RitzG@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.gerryritzmp.com Constitu-
ency Office 1322 100th Street, North Battleford, Saskatchewan S9A 0V8 Telephone: (306) 445-2004 Fax: (306)
445-0207

• Scheer, Andrew - Regina—Qu’AppelleHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Telephone:
(613) 992-4593 Fax: (613) 996-3120 EMail: ScheeA@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.andrewmp.ca Constituency Offices
241C Broadway Street Fort Qu’appelle, Saskatchewan S0G 1S0 Telephone: (306) 332-2575 Fax: (306) 332-2576
984-A Albert Street Regina, Saskatchewan S4R 2P7 Telephone: (306) 790-4727 Fax: (306) 790-4728

• Trost, Brad - Saskatoon—HumboldtHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Telephone:
(613) 992-8052 Fax: (613) 996-9899 EMail: TrostB@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.bradtrost.ca Constituency Offices
505-B Nelson Road (Main Office) Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7S 1P4 Telephone: (306) 975-6133 Fax: (306)
975-6670 Humboldt Mall Humboldt, Saskatchewan S0K 2A0 Telephone: (306) 682-8515

• Vellacott, Maurice - Saskatoon—WanuskewinHill Office House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Tele-
phone: (613) 992-1899 Fax: (613) 992-3085 EMail: VellaM@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.mauricevellacott.ca Con-
stituency Office 844 51st Street East, Unit 3 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7K 5C7 Telephone: (306) 975-4725 Fax:
(306) 975-4728

• Yelich, Lynne (Hon.) - BlackstrapHill Office: House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Telephone: (613)
995-5653 Fax: (613) 995-0126 EMail: YelicL@parl.gc.ca Web Site: www.lynneyelich.com Constituency Offices 309
Central Avenue, PO Box 56 Kenaston, Saskatchewan S0G 2N0 Telephone: (306) 252-6100 Fax: (306) 693-2221
2325 Preston Avenue, Unit 71 Market Mall Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7J 2G2 Telephone: (306) 975-6472 Fax:
(306) 975-6492
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Letter #19: Association for Canadian Studies in the German Speaking
Countries

rof. Dr. Hartmut Lutz, Amerikanistik/Kanadistik, Univ. Greifswald, Steinbeckerstr. 15, D-17487 Greifswald
Tel.: +49 (0) 38 34 – 86 33 53

Fax: +49 (0) 38 34 – 86 33 66
E-mail: lutz@uni-greifswald.de
http://www.kanada-studien.de
Privat: Nr. 23, D-17390 Bömitz, Germany
Greifswald, den 25.02.2010

Support for First Nations University of Canada

Dear Madam or Sir,

With over 600 members from universities and schools in Austria, Switzerland and Germany, the Association for
Canadian Studies in the German Speaking Countries (GKS: Gesellschaft für Kanada-Studien) is the second largest
national Canadian Studies association outside North America (after India). We are organized in seven scholarly dis-
ciplines and represent over twenty Canadian Studies Centres and Programs as well as hundreds of individual
scholars.

Much of our research and many of our publications are focused on First Nations, Inuit and Métis issues. For years,
we have enjoyed excellent ties between some of our members and First Nations University of Canada. For at least
twenty years our members have visited First Nations University (or the former Saskatchewan Indian Federated Col-
lege) as students, researchers and teachers, and many members of First Nations University have been involved with
our institutions as visiting professors (e.g. the late director of the fine arts program, Professor Bob Boyer) and
researchers (e.g: Professor Jo-Ann Episkenew, the first Aboriginal scholar from Canada to receive a PhD from a
German university).

As Canadianists, we have always been appreciative and even proud of Canada’s achievements in managing cultural
diversity, and we have seen with great empathy and understanding Canada’s many attempts to acknowledge and
atone for the painful historical legacies of internal colonialism, especially in the field of education (residential
schools). We have also witnessed with empathy and regret, the problems encountered by First Nations University in
the most recent years, and we have sympathized with the energetic attempts by the university’s academics, adminis-
trators and students, to overcome the difficulties they had. Even during times of great adversity, our colleagues in
Saskatchewan have energetically continued their work as researchers, teachers and administrators totally commited
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to Aboriginal self-determination in higher education, and we applaud all their efforts to pursue and develop Indige-
nous knowledge well into the future.

Canada often takes great pride in promoting the continued sovereignty and self-determination of First Nations,
Inuit and Métis peoples as foundational members in the Canadian cultural mosaic. This message was strongly sent
to all nations of the world during the preparations for and the opening of the Winter Olympics this month. Against
this background,and at the precise moment, when Canada is publicly celebrating First Nations cultures flourishing
in BC, it seems particularly surprising and even shocking that both levels of the Canadian government have decided
to withdraw funding from the only Indigenous university of the world, unless it give up its sovereignty and return
to the colonialist practice of being ruled by a non-Indigenous institution (U of R.).

On behalf of the GKS and its hundreds of members, and on behalf of continued international academic relations
between First Nations University’s scholars and students, we most emphatically ask you to reconsider your truly
historical and very fateful decision.

Sincerely Yours,

Prof. Dr. Hartmut Lutz,
President of the Association for Canadians Studies
in the German Speaking Countries

Letter #19: Associat ion for Canadian Studies… 133



CHAPTER 107

Reason #18: The Indigenous Teacher Education Program

Background

The First Nations University of Canada, formerly the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College, was established in
1976. Off-campus programming in Indigenous teacher education commenced in the fall of 1977 to facilitate Indian
Control of Indian Education. The on-campus program was established in 1988.

Initially, there were five community-based programs and these included: James Smith, Lac La Ronge, Pelican Nar-
rows, Montreal Lake and Sturgeon Lake. Students who were in these programs completed their Standard “A”
Teaching Certificate off-campus, and then they came on campus to finish their B.Ed. degree.

Other Off-Campus programs that have been offered since then include: Beardy’s First Nations, Peepeekisis First
Nations, Yorkton Tribal Council/Cowessess First Nations Teacher Education Program, Mikisew Cree (Fort Chip-
pewyan, Alberta), Wollaston Lake, Black Lake, and Red Earth/Shoal Lake. Off-campus programming continues to
be a part of our mandate. AKTEP (Asiniw-Kisik Teacher Education Program) began in Fall 2001. Students enrolled
in this program are from Kawacatoose First Nations. In September 2003, the Pelican Narrows Indian Education
program was officially announced. An agreement between the Meadow Lake Tribal Council, the North West
Regional College, and Northern Campus, resulted in an Indigenous Education program being established at
Meadow Lake in 2005. In September 2006, twenty five students were accepted into the Kistapinanihk Education
program established at Northern Campus to accommodate students from northern communities who preferred to
live closer to their home communities. The students in this program come from various northern First Nations
communities including: Canoe Lake, Red Earth, Beardy’s, Pelican Narrows, Black Lake, Cumberland House, Pelican
Lake, Sturgeon Lake, Yellowquill, Montreal Lake, James Smith, Fond Du Lac, Mistawasis, Sandy Bay, Little Red. The
off-campus programming reflects the commitment of the department to continue to provide educational leadership
in First Nations education.

Programs

Indigenous Education offers a four-year B.ED Elementary, and a two-year BEAD Elementary program. Indigenous
Education launched a new program in Secondary Education in September 2001. The Indigenous Education pro-
gram places special emphasis on the development of First Nations content. Foundational knowledge in the areas of
curriculum and instruction, professional studies, and educational research, from a First Nations perspective, is pro-
vided. A unique aspect of the program is the band school placement. In the third year of their program students are
placed in a band-controlled school for their field practicum. This aspect of the programming provides opportunities
for the department to establish further partnerships with First Nations communities. The department is currently



offering a major in Indian/Native Studies Education and in Visual Arts. The Secondary First Nations Language
Minor was implemented in 2003.

Other program developments within the Indigenous Education department include the revision of the First Nations
Language Certificate Program, which was first developed in 1994. The Certificate of Extended Studies In Aboriginal
Education, and the Certificate of Extended Studies In First Nations Languages were developed in 2005. These certif-
icate programs are Additional Qualification Certificates that have been approved by BTEC (Board of Teacher Edu-
cation and Certification) and are designed for teachers who want to increase their knowledge of First Nations edu-
cation.

Our mission is to deliver high quality teacher education programs that produce effective educators knowledgeable
in First Nations education. Students can access other specializations through the Faculty of Education, such as
Mathematics, English, or Science, and they will still be benefiting from the First Nations culture and pedagogy
emphasized by our program.
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Research and Scholarship #1: Jan van Eijk

ublications Resulting from Employment at FNUniv since 1989

Jan P. van Eijk
First Nations University of Canada

The following publications result from my employment at First Nations University of Canada, since I was
appointed there in 1989.

Contents:
(1) single-authored books
(2) chapters in books
(3) articles in refereed journals
(4) articles in working papers and conference proceedings
(5) unpublished conference papers and other materials

Abbreviations used:
AICRJ American Indian Culture and Research Journal
AL Anthropological Linguisttics
CJL Canadian Journal of Linguistics
ICSNL International Conference on Salish and Neighbouring Languages
IJAL International Journal of American Linguistics
UBCWPL University of British Columbia Working Papers in Linguistics
UMOPL University of Montana Occasional Papers in Linguistics
WSCLA Workshop on Structure and Constituency in the Languages of the Americas

Each list starts with my most recent work

1. Single-Authored Books
• 1997. The Lillooet Language: Phonology, Morphology, Syntax. Vancouver/Toronto: University of British

Columbia Press.
• In Preparation. Dictionary of the Lillooet Language. To be published by the Whatcom Museum, Bellingham,

Washington.
2. Chapters in Books

• In Progress. ‘Lillooet Kinship Terms.’ To be included in a festschrift for Thomas M. Hess, on the occasion of
his 70th birthday. Publication anticipated for 2010.
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• 2008. ‘Three Lillooet Stories,’ and ‘The Two Coyotes: A Humourous Lillooet Story.’ Pp. 244-248 and 305-306
respectively of One People’s Stories (Thompson, M. T., and and S. M. Egesdal, eds.) Lincoln and London:
University of Nebraska Press.

• 2006. ‘Typological Aspects of Lillooet Transitive Verb Inflection.’ Pp. 29-51 of What’s in a Verb? Studies in
the Verbal Morphology of the Languages of the Americas (Rowicka, G., and E. Carlin, eds.). Utrecht LOT
(Netherlands Graduate School of Linguistics).

• 2005. ‘The Inclusive and Exclusive in Shuswap: A Background Investigation.’ Pp. 381-197 of Clusivity:
Typology and Case Studies of the Inclusive-Exclusive Distinction (Filimonova, E., ed.). Amsterdam/Philadel-
phia: John Benjamins.

• 2004. ‘Locus and Ordering in Lillooet Morphology.’ Pp. 454-467 of Studies in Salish Linguistics in Honor of
M. Dale Kinkade (Gerdts, D. B., and L. Matthewson, eds.). UMOPL, No. 17.

• 1998a. ‘The Morphological Status of Partial Reduplication: Evidence from Lushootseed and Lillooet.’ Pp.
433-447 of Productivity and Creativity: Studies in General and Descriptive Linguistics in Honor of E. M.
Uhlenbeck (Janse, M., ed.) Trends in Linguistics: Studies and Monographs 116. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

• 1998b. ‘CVC Reduplication in Salish.’ Pp. 453-476 of Salish Languages and Linguistics: Theoretical and
Descriptive Perspectives (Czaykowska- Higgins, E., and M. D. Kinkade, eds.) Trends in Linguistics: Studies
and Monographs 107. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

• 1993. ‘CVC Reduplication and Infixation in Lillooet.’ Pp. 317-326 of American Indian Linguistics and Eth-
nography in Honor of Laurence C. Thompson (Mattina, A., and T. Montler, eds.). UMOPL, No. 10.

• 1990. ‘Intransititivity, Transitivity and Control in Lillooet Salish.’ Pp. 47-64 of Unity in Diversity: Papers pre-
sented to Simon C. Dik on his 50th Birthday (Pinkster, H., and I. Genee, eds.) Dordrecht: Foris Publications.

3. Articles in Refereed Journals and Refereed Conference Proceedings
• 2008a. ‘A Bibliography of Salish Linguistics.’ Northwest Journal of Linguistics 2.3:1-128 (http://www.sfu.ca/

nwjl/).
• 2008b. [Review of When I Was Small – I Wan Kwikws: A Grammatical Analysis of St’at’imc Oral Narratives

(L. Matthewson). IJAL 74:147-150. Co-authored with G. Rowicka.
• 2007a. ‘Salish and Algonquian: A Possible Relationship Revisited.’ Pp. 403-416 of Papers of the 38th Algon-

quian Conference (H. C. Wolfart, ed.). Winnipeg: University of Mantitoba.
• 2007b. [Review of Lushootseed Reader with English Translations, Volume III: Four More Stories from

Martha Lamont (T. Hess). AL 49:72-75.
• 2006. [Review of A Morphological Description of Sliammon, Mainland Comox Salish, with a Sketch of

Syntax (H. Watanabe).] AL 48:288-290.
• 2001. ‘Who is Súnułqaz’?: A Salish Quest.’ AL 43:177-197.
• 1996a. [Review of Thompson River Salish Dictionary (L. C. Thompson and M. T. Thompson).] CJL

41:400-404.
• 1996b. [Review of Lushootseed Reader with Introductory Grammar (T. Hess).] IJAL 62:222-224.
• 1993. [Review of The Thompson Language (L. C. Thompson and M. T. Thompson).] AICRJ 17:236-244.
• 1990. ‘VC Reduplication in Salish.’ AL 32:228-262.
• 1989. ‘Coyote Verdrinkt’ (English title: “Coyote Drowns”). Wampum 9:50-63.

4. Articles in Working Papers and Conference Proceedings
• In Progress/a. ‘Salish Words for ‘Black Bear’ and “Grizzly Bear.’’ To be published in the Papers of the 44th

ICSNL.
• In Progress/b. ‘Neologisms in Blackfoot.’ To be published in the Proceedings of WSCLA 12.
• 2007. ‘Súnułqaz’: The Quest Continues.’ Pp. 161-163 of the Papers for the for the 42nd ICSNL. UBCWPL,

Vol. 20 (Jóhannsdóttir, K. M., and M. A. Oberg, eds.). University of British Columbia.
• 2006. ‘Agreement and Quantization in Lillooet.’ Pp. 152-159 of the Proceedings of WSCLA 11. UBCWPL,

Vol. 19 (Fujimori, A., and M. A. reis Silva, eds.). University of British Columbia.
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• 2005. ‘‘The New Shoes’ (A Lillooet Text).’ Pp. 226-234 of the Proceedings of WSCLA 10. UBCWPL, Vol. 17
(Armoskaite, S., and J. J. Thompson, eds.). University of British Columbia.

• 2004. ‘Why Study First Nations Languages?’ Pp. 121-128 of the Proceedings of WSCLA 9. UBCWPL, Vol. 15
(Ravinski, C, and Y. Chung, eds.). University of British Columbia.

• 2003. ‘Lillooet between Sechelt and Shuswap.’ Pp. 19-30 of the Proceedings of WSCLA 8. UBCWPL, Vol. 13
(Chung, Y, C Gillon, and R. Wojdak, eds.). University of British Columbia.

• 2002a. ‘On the Origin of the Inclusive vs. Exclusive in Shuswap.’ Pp. 137-153 of the Proceedings of WSCLA 7.
UBCWPL, Vol. 10 (Bar-El, L., L. Tamburri Watt, and I. Wilson, eds.). University of British Columbia. Also
published in a slightly revised version in Filimonova (ed.) 2005, see section (2).

• 2002b. ‘A Case of Spurious Metathesis in Lillooet.’ Pp. 377-382 of the Papers for the 37th ICSNL. UBCWPL,
Vol. 9 (Gillon, C., N. Sawai, and R. Wojdak, eds.). University of British Columbia.

• 2001. ‘Word, Clitic and Sentence in Lillooet.’ Pp. 119-122 of the Proceedings of WSCLA 5. UBCWPL, Vol. 3
(Gessner, S., S. Oh, and K. Shiobara, eds.). University of British Columbia.

• 1999. ‘Coyote Drowns (A Lillooet Text).’ Pp. 185-190 of the Proceedings of WSCLA 4. UBCWPL, Vol. 2 (Cal-
decott, M., S. Gessner, and E-S. Kim, eds.). University of British Columbia.

• 1992. ‘Who is Súnułqaz’?: A Salish Quest.’ Pp. 90-94 of the working papers of the 27th ICSNL. Published in
an expanded version in 2001 in AL, see section (3).

• 1990. ‘Syllable-Based Reduplication in Shuswap: An Analysis of Students’ Errors.’ Pp. 125-131 of the working
papers of the 25th ICSNL.

5. Unpublished Conference Papers and Other Materials
[The conference papers listed below were submitted to, or read at, conferences or workshops, but not included
in the working papers or the proceedings of the conference or workshop in question. Papers that were included
in the working papers or proceedings are listed in section (4), where particulars of their distribution are given.]
• Ongoing. ‘Salish Articles in the International Journal of American Linguistics and in Anthropological Lin-

guistics.’ Ms, updated yearly.
• In Progress. ‘A Translation of ‘Nieuwe Woorden in het Blackfoot’ by C. C. Uhlenbeck’ (Annotated translation

of ‘New Words in Blackfoot,’ originally published in Dutch in 1925 by C. C. Uhlenbeck, a noted Dutch
scholar. The translation, with extensive comments by leading Blackfoot scholar Donald Frantz, is a revised
version of a paper submitted to the 36th Algonquian Conference, and is to be submitted for publication after
its final revision.)

• 2003. ‘A Translation of ‘Nieuwe Woorden in het Blackfoot’ by C. C. Uhlenbeck’ Paper submitted to the 36th
Algonquian Conference. See also preceding item.

• 2001. ‘POS and PSO in Lillooet, Part 2.’ Ms.
• 1997. [Translation of a review in German by Michael Dürr, published in Anthropos 90:606 (1995), of A

Grammar of Upriver Halkomelem, by Brent Galloway.] Ms.
• 1995a. ‘POS and PSO in Lillooet.’ Paper submitted to ICSNL 30.
• 1995b. ‘Aspects of Fox Reduplication.’ Paper read at the 27th Algonquian Conference.
• 1991. ‘A Note on Control in Salish.’ Paper submitted to ICSNL 26.

[Updated: January 31, 2010.]
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Faculty Profile #23: Herman Michell

Dr. Herman Michell (B.A., MEd., PhD). Dr. Herman Michell is originally from the small fishing/trapping com-
munity of Kinoosao, on the eastern shores of Reindeer Lake in northern Saskatchewan. He speaks fluent Cree (‘th’
dialect) and also has Inuit, Dene and Swedish ancestry. He has been involved in Aboriginal higher education in
different capacities for over ten years. He is an Associate Professor (tenured) at First Nations University of Canada
and has taught undergraduate courses in Indigenous Health Studies, Education, and Environment.

Dr. Michell has studied in four Canadian universities. In 2008, he completed a PhD in Education from the Univer-
sity of Regina in Curriculum and Instruction with a focus on the inclusion of Cree culture in science education.
Previous to this, he graduated with a Masters Degree in Education from the University of British Columbia in 1998,
specializing in Curriculum & Instruction. He also completed graduate course work in Education Psychology and
Special Education from both UBC and the University of Manitoba. Dr. Michell initially obtained a Bachelor of Arts
Degree majoring in Sociology from the University of Winnipeg in 1990.

In addition to teaching and research, Dr. Michell sits on numerous internal and external committees including
having served on the Board of Governors at First Nations University of Canada as a faculty representative for seven
years. His administrative experience includes completion of a three-year term as Department Head of Science and
one year as Acting Head of Science. He is currently the Vice President of Academics at First Nations University of
Canada.

As part of his academic endeavors, Dr. Michell has published widely and has also travelled internationally (South
Africa, Netherlands, England, South America, West Indies, Barbadoes). Dr. Michell regularly visits pre-service
teacher education programs as a guest lecturer on the topic of cultural content inclusion. He is also called upon as a
guest speaker on numerous occasions to address youth in First Nation communities and schools in relation to pur-
suing careers in science and health-related fields. As principal investigator, his research team recently completed a
major federally funded study in 2008 entitled, “Learning Indigenous Science from Place: An Action Research Study
Examining Indigenous Science Perspectives in Saskatchewan First Nations and Métis Community Contexts.” It will
influence curriculum and instruction in science education for years to come.
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Letter #20: University of Regina Faculty Association

ebruary 26, 2010

Dear Minister,

We are deeply concerned at the seeming indifference the government is displaying toward the faculty and staff at
First Nations University who will be casualties of the irresponsible decision to close down the only Aboriginal uni-
versity in Canada. As the University of Regina Faculty Association, we are a trade union representing one hundred
faculty and staff of First Nations University. In total, the Faculty Association represents fifteen hundred faculty and
staff of the University of Regina and its three federated colleges - Campion College, Luther College, and First
Nations University.

The closure of First Nations University is unprecedented in Canada – no other Canadian university has ever been
closed. We fear that such a closure could reflect deep-seated racial antipathy toward First Nations people.

The Faculty Association urges the federal government to reconsider its decision to withdraw funding for First
Nations University and find a way to ensure its survival. We note the following facts:

1. Labour force projections indicate that Saskatchewan employers will be increasingly reliant on Aboriginal
workers to support future economic growth.

2. Demographic trends indicate that Aboriginal people constitute a rapidly growing segment of the population. As
the proportion of the population that is Aboriginal continues to grow, more Aboriginal doctors, teachers, social
workers and other professionals will be needed.

3. Aboriginal students face many challenges in attending and completing university programs.
4. First Nations University employs pedagogic and cultural practices that support Aboriginal students, providing

them with greater opportunities to succeed.
5. The programs offered at First Nations University are unique in Canada.
6. The skills and backgrounds of the faculty and support personnel who deliver those programs are similarly

unique, and significantly contribute to student success.

The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations has shown good faith in initiating the changes required to bring
the governance structures at First Nations University into conformity with those of other universities, and a
working group with representation from all stakeholder groups is currently working on a revised funding model for
First Nations University. The University of Regina has expressed its willingness to support First Nations University.
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Therefore, the Faculty Association finds it incomprehensible that the government continues to pursue a course of
action that in the long run will be detrimental to all Aboriginal people, to the province of Saskatchewan and to
Canada’s international reputation.

We urge you, in the strongest terms, to support the continued operation of First Nations University.

We request a meeting with you as soon as possible. We will be contacting you in the next week to arrange a time
and place.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Janice Foley
Chair, University of Regina Faculty Association
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Leaders need to shed egos, work to save FNUC

rom an article by Doug Cuthand in the StarPhoenix of February 26, 2010.

Both governments have pulled their funding to FNUC effective April 1. If there is no substantive change in univer-
sity governance, we can expect little movement by either government and, put quite simply, FNUC will be lost. It
will become a beautiful, empty shell on the Prairie.

This is the final report for FNUC. It’s time for decisive action. The chiefs and the board must review the report and
decide on the institution’s future.

In spite of the urgency of this situation, there are still some who want to avoid change. They stubbornly cling to the
notion that they won’t be pushed around. There is even loose talk of a non-confidence vote against FSIN Chief Guy
Lonechild. That’s pure stupidity and only will weaken our bargaining position.

Read the full piece in the StarPhoenix.
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Faculty Profile #24: Shannon Avison

Shannon Avison is an Assistant Professor and Department Head of Indian Communication Arts (INCA). She
also administers and teaches courses for the Intercultural Leadership Program (ILP). Shannon completed her MA
in Media Studies at Concordia University, while on education leave from the Saskatchewan Indian Federated Col-
lege (SIFC). She also has a BA Philosophy, a BA High Honours in Indian Studies, and a certificate in INCA. Her
thesis, Aboriginal Newspapers: Their contribution to the emergence of an Aboriginal public sphere, and her work
with Aboriginal broadcasters, inform her teaching in courses including Aboriginal Media in Canada (INCA 283),
Management Communication (ADMN 205) and Intercultural Leadership (ILP 100). Shannon coordinates the
delivery of the INCA Summer Institute in Journalism (INCA 200) which has produced journalists including
Michelle Hugli (The Afternoon Edition, CBC Radio), Nelson Bird (Indigenous Circle, CTV), Connie Walker (The
National, CBC Toronto), Miranda Hanus (Missinipi Radio), Priscilla Wolfe (APTN), Kerry Benjoe (Regina Leader-
Post). She also coordinates internships in communications, journalism, multimedia and leadership. Shannon serves
on the SaskFilm board of directors and the CTV Indigenous Circle advisory council. She has produced video
projects including the Urban Aboriginal Peoples’ videography project, Treaty Elders Governance and Leadership
series, Saskatchewan First Nations for the Vancouver Olympics, SaskScene and Centennial Scene, as well as student
television productions like Inside the Circle.
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Letter #21: Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting

ebruary 24, 2010

Honourable Rob Norris, MLA
Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Learning
#5-2720 8th Street East
Saskatoon, SK
S7H 0V8

Dear Mr. Norris,

We, the Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting which is facilitated by the University of Regina’s Seniors Education
Centre, are a network of grandmothers of many cultures whose purpose is to build bridges of understanding,
respect, trust, and friendship among races and generations. We work with schools to teach children about cross-
cultural understanding. We have produced a book that won the Saskatchewan Book of the Year Award. We have
also taught elders to read and write and facilitated the telling of their stories. Women have come from all over Sas-
katchewan to attend Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting retreats. Senator Sharon Carstairs presented us with
national recognition for community building and cultural understanding.

We are now writing this letter to address our concerns with the situation at the First Nations University of Canada.
It cannot be overstated how the First Nations University of Canada is a unique and incredible historical creation.
The fact that it was the first university of it’s kind in the world established in this province and in this country
speaks very well of our province. Saskatchewan’s Department of Education, as you may know, was also the first
province in Canada to adopt a policy for Indian, Metis and Inuit content to be included in all curriculum areas at all
grade levels.

Saskatchewan has clearly played a leadership role in the bridging of aboriginal and non-aboriginal cultures to
develop understanding and overcome ignorance that cause divisions. It lifts our hearts today that we can listen to
the 2010 Olympics in Cree, Dene and Mitchif much to the credit of the First Nations University’s unique language
department that teaches the five languages of Saskatchewan’s First Nations.

Now, to bring about the closure of the First Nations University of Canada is to go back in time 40 years in cultural
relations and preservation of languages indigenous to Saskatchewan. This is not an option for our grandchildren.
We stand to lose the ground that many of our elders and academic leaders gave their lives to gain and, the expertise
of the current stable of world class professors! Respect for these people is paramount. The current faculty has been
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holding the university together for the past five years under tremendous duress so those students could continue
their studies. Now today, the faculty of First Nations University is in jeopardy of not being paid at the end of this
month, midway through a semester due to a lack of funding! Are professors expected to work for nothing next
month?

Many institutions and businesses across Saskatchewan and Canada have undergone, or are currently undergoing
their own issues of mismanagement and contravention of governance rules. Rather than close those institutions and
businesses down however, time and money has been extended to them in an effort to address and correct any issues.
Why? Because the economic and social impact has been considered. Now, closure of a university is unprecedented
in Canada. Bringing about the destruction of a university simply due to governance and mismanagement issues is
wrong no matter which way you look at it. The fact that the university in question is one that was established in this
province with a vision to provide an opportunity for students of all nations to learn in an environment of First
Nations cultures and values is unconscionable.

The new chief of the FSIN has only been in office for three months and at his earliest opportunity, made the adjust-
ments required of the province and the federal government to ensure continued funding. We understand that the
province has promised to reinstate the province’s share of funding for the FNUC through the administration of the
U. of R. This is the second best thing that can be done.

We do not want this to become a divisive issue in our province. We highly recommend that this be dealt with in a
professional manner so that there is a win-win situation and that the First Nations University of Canada survives
this setback. We are in favor of a qualified board and administration at the First Nations University to conduct its
own affairs. We the Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting take the stand of defending the university’s vision which is
beneficial for all young children, regardless of race. We have children and grandchildren that have attended the
First Nations University (there are over 25,000 students who have taken a course at this university) and we stand to
protect the university for all great grandchildren and the future of cultural relations in our province.

The Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting highly recommend the province reinstate provincial funding for the
FNUC in order for students to complete their semester and to write their exams in March. We also call upon the
former Board of Governors of the FNUC, the past president, and vice president to be held responsible for the mis-
management of the First Nations University of Canada.

In the name of intercultural understanding,

Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting, U of R

cc: Guy Lonechild, Chief FSIN
Shawn Atleo, Grand Chief, AFN
Del Anaquod, COO
Dr. Vianne Timmons, President
Laura Buckley, Ministerial Assistant
FNUniv
Premier Brad Wall
Chuck Strahl, Federal Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs
Cam Broten, Saskatchewan NDP Advanced Education Critic
Ralph Goodale, MP and Liberal House Leader
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Letter #22: Della Anaquod

alph Goodale, M.P. Wascana
310 University Park Drive

Regina, Saskatchewan
S4V 0Y8

Dear Ralph,

I am writing to express my great concern and decisions of Minister Strahl of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
regarding First Nations University of Canada and his recent letter to the editor, which appeared in the Globe and
Mail on Thursday February 18, 2010. I am requesting your intervention in this matter.

To my knowledge the First Nations University of Canada has not been found to have violated anyone’s academic
freedom. This one outstanding case has been settled in the favour of the First Nations University of Canada. As
well, no one at any point has raised any concerns over the academic qualifications of the faculty of the First Nations
University of Canada or the overall academic integrity of the institution itself.

The issues that have been raised have been in regards to the perceived possibility of the First Nations leadership
somehow impinging on the academic freedom or integrity of this institution. Certainly wild accusations have been
thrown around over the years but nothing has been proven in a court of law.

In his letter to the editor Minister Strahl stated that, “The decision not to renew funding for this institution was
based on many attempts to help make its governance accountable and its spending transparent. Unfortunately,
these efforts proved to be unsuccessful …”

In my opinion this statement is flatly untrue. You will recall the Minister Strahl had made the decision to withdraw
federal funding on Monday February 8. 2010. By that point the Legislative Assembly of the Federation of Saskatch-
ewan Indian Nations had dissolved the former Board of Governors and put in place a new board with no political
representation.

Clearly Minister Strahl is being misleading when he states that the decision was made because the efforts to achieve
governance accountability were unsuccessful. When he made the decision on February 8, 2010 Minister Strahl knew
that the Legislative Assembly of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations had made this substantive change
to the governance structure of the First Nations University of Canada. It is beneath the honour of the Crown that a
Minister of the Crown to put forth such an untruth in a national newspaper.
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The spending of the First Nations University of Canada has been reviewed on a substantive annual basis by Indian
and Northern Affairs Canada. If Minister Strahl was exercising his due diligence he should have been aware of the
particulars of the spending of the First Nations University of Canada. At the time of this decision he ought to have
known that Meyers Norris Penny LLP are preparing an audit of the First Nations University of Canada. Clearly he
is pre-judging the results of this report.

It is my considered opinion that the hurried decision of the federal government to withdraw funding was intended
to kill First Nations University of Canada regardless of the existing facts. In his letter of February 18, 2010 Minister
Strahl, “… I continue to remain an active participant in these discussions …”

As Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada that the honour of the Crown must be upheld in these discus-
sions. As well the duty to consult and accommodate must be maintained in these discussions. In particular, if a
decision has already been made then Minister Strahl is not upholding the honour of the Crown or fulfilling the duty
to consult and accommodate. He has an obligation to uphold his fiduciary responsibility to the First Nations. I am
particularly troubled by his assertion that, “While no decision has been made on how funds will be reallocated, I can
confirm that they will be used to support first nations [sic] learners …”

I’m not sure whom he is referring to by ‘first nations learners’. However First Nations post secondary students in
Saskatchewan should be troubled by that statement as it gives them no assurance whatsoever. The First Nations
University of Canada has contributed immensely to Canadian academia, First Nations’ economic development, Sas-
katchewan socio-economic prosperity and will continue to do so.

As well, the First Nations University of Canada has taught thousands of non-First Nations students from the Uni-
versity of Regina and other institutions. That has contributed significantly to bridging cross-cultural differences in
this province. By this point I trust Minister Strahl and the Government of Saskatchewan appreciate the great attach-
ment the over 130,000 Saskatchewan First Nations citizens have for this institution.

It is essential to appreciate the historical context that led to the founding of the First Nations University of Canada
in 1976. There had been little success by First Nations learners in mainstream post-secondary, secondary and ele-
mentary institutions, among other things. This led the Assembly of First Nations of Canada to put forward the
landmark Indian Control of Indian Education position paper in 1972.

The positions articulated in Indian Control of Indian Education were adopted as federal policy in 1973. The First
Nations University of Canada was the first concrete expression of Indian Control of Indian Education at the post
secondary level. The recent effort of the federal government to kill the First Nations University of Canada is an
abandonment of the long established federal policy of Indian Control of Indian Education. This abandonment of
long established federal policy was done with out fulfilling the duty to consult and accommodate First Nations. The
First Nations University of Canada is an institution of the First Nations of Canada. Clearly the First Nations of
Canada have not been consulted.

It is deeply troubling that the estimated 40,000 children in the current K - 12 Saskatchewan system will not com-
plete high school, using the current 76% drop out rate for up to age 16. Age 16 is used because INAC responsibility
ends at that age because these children can become emancipated at that age, so the drop-out rate is much higher
when one includes the 17 and 18 year olds. These same children are being taught using the provincial curriculum
and being taught by teachers who received their education from the provincial institutions, so its my prediction we
will still see the extremes of the socio-economic stratification of the First Nations and the general Saskatchewan
population.
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The First Nations University of Canada gives hope for a higher education in a culturally nurturing environment for
countless First Nations’ youth. At the Legislative Assembly of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations on
February 4, 2010 seventeen-year-old Amelia Badger expressed her desire to attend the First Nations University of
Canada. The actions of the federal government are quite clearly intended to dash her dreams and those of countless
other First Nations’ youth.

The First Nations University of Canada provides quality academic programming. That was never at issue but rather
the administrative side was. Clearly the actions of the federal government do not justify the punishment being dealt
out to First Nations University of Canada students and faculty.

This rush to judgement reflected by the many public statements by Ministers of Crown violate the principle of sub
judice that requires not commenting on matters before the court. It should be remembered the former Chief Finan-
cial Officer Murray Westerlund has launched a lawsuit against the First Nations University of Canada. A fair inter-
pretation is that the many comments by Ministers Rob Norris and Chuck Strahl clearly accept as fact the allegations
that have apparently been made by Murray Westerlund.

So it makes me wonder what else the governments are doing to kill this institution and how many closed door
meetings; so where is the accountability and transparency, where is the duty to consult? The needs of the First
Nations peoples of Canada for post secondary education have not been met or accommodated. In general, First
Nations post secondary graduation rates are at half of the Canadian population in the same cohort. The immense
cost to the Canadian economy and society cannot be overstated if this capital investment is not continued.

In my opinion, in the drive for governance changes and transparency, these intentional decisions of the Federal and
Provincial government were made to kill First Nations University of Canada, which would be one way to for federal
off-loading whereby the province acquires those same federal dollars for their provincial institutions.

Sincerely,
Della Anaquod, Alumna 1991, First Nations University of Canada
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Reason #19: The Wiseman Mathematics Contest

he Wiseman Mathematics Contest is an annual competition for grade 4 and 5 mathematics students in First
Nations schools. The purpose of Wiseman Mathematics Contests is to motivate young students in First

Nations schools to learn mathematics in competitive environment. It is the first mathematics contest in North
America developed especially for Aboriginal students.

Though there is a variety of other mathematics contests in North America, very often Aboriginal students are not
encouraged strongly enough to participate in those competitions. Most of the contest organizers require a registra-
tion fee from the school; sometimes the schools have to pay a fee for each contestant. That is just one of the factors
discouraging First Nations schools to participate in math contests. On the other hand, unlike traditional math con-
tests Wiseman Mathematics Contest is absolutely free of any registration or participation fee.

Traditional math contests do not encourage the teachers; only contestants are awarded. The Wiseman Mathematics
contest recognizes the significant role of teachers. The teachers of winners are awarded by books to help them teach
and other presents. Furthermore, in contrast to traditional math contests, all of the contestants in the Wiseman
Mathematics Contest are recognized. We send participation and merit certificates to all contestants. This approach
to awards motivates all students to participate in the competition, even if they are not expecting high results.

Teachers use our preparatory materials as extracurricular activity resources. Some teachers have asked us to extend
the age interval of the contest at least up to grade 9. Though the Wiseman Mathematics Contest is addressed to First
Nations schools, some public schools with large Aboriginal student contingents have also shown an interest to our
contest. We have provided preparatory materials to those schools as well.

The 2008 cycle of the competition was sponsored by the Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority (SIGA). Fifteen
First Nations schools from Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba participated in the contest. We provided prepara-
tory materials to 460 registered students. The winners were awarded with recognition and cash prizes. The math
teachers received gifts of books.

Since 2008 the Natural Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) has been supporting The
Wiseman Mathematics Contest through the PromoScience program. The 2009 cycle was also sponsored by SIGA
and SaskEnergy. In the 2009 cycle we extended geography of the contest; twenty one First Nations schools and one
public school from British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario were registered for the Con-
test. We provided preparatory materials for 504 students. The top winners were invited to the award ceremony in
Northern Campus (Prince Albert) of FNUniv. After the award ceremony, the Northern Campus staff organized a
campus tour for the winners.
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We are now planning to start the cycle 2010 of the contest. Within this cycle we will again extend the geographical
range of participating First Nations schools.
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First Nations University of Canada’s $1.2M art collection in jeopardy

rom an article by Jason Warick in the Leader-Post of February 24, 2010.

The fate of the First Nations University of Canada’s $1.2 million art collection is uncertain, and its curator says
drastic action may be necessary to protect it. “This is an historic collection from Native artists across Canada. As a
work of record, it’s very important to our history of First Nations people, and I am in charge of it,” said professor
Alfred Young Man, head of FNUniv’s department of Indian fine arts.

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Letter #23: Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network

ebruary 24, 2010

Honourable Chuck Strahl
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Strahl,

The Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network Inc. (SALN) is writing this letter to you to announce our full sup-
port for the First Nations University of Canada.

The SALN is a non-profit, community-based organization with a provincial mandate to provide Aboriginal literacy
programming and services to Aboriginal people throughout Saskatchewan. Our goal is to provide programming
and services that honour, include, and express First Nations and Métis cultures and languages so that they can be
more intimately and relevantly connected to their learning goals, whether they are personal or career goals.

We are deeply concerned about the situation at the First Nations University of Canada. This institution is a vital
and essential link to engaging Aboriginal people to participate fully in Canadian society while still maintaining a
strong connection to their culture and language - an essential part of one’s identity. We strongly support the kind of
unique and meaningful educational experience that is the mandate of the First Nations University of Canada.

We strongly encourage the Canadian government to continue to find ways to support this important institution
and provide the kind of funding necessary to honour treaty and the special relationships we have with the First
Peoples of this land.

We would be honoured to discuss this issue further with you.

Sincerely,

Carole Vandale
Executive director for

Ivy Kennedy
SALN Board of Directors, Vice-President
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c.c:
Prime Minister Stephen Harper
Honourable Kelly Block, MP Saskatoon-Rosetown-Biggar
Minister Rob Norris, Saskatchewan Advanced Education, Employment, and Labour
Chief Guy Lonechild, Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations
Del Anaquod, Interim Chief Operating Officer
Elaine Ebenal, Interim Executive Director of the Saskatchewan Literacy Network
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Letter #24: Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable
Development in Saskatchewan

riday, February 26, 2010

Del Anaquod
Chief Operating Officer
First Nations University of Canada

Re: Support for a Resolution at First Nations University of Canada

Dear Mr. Anaquod:

On behalf of the Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development in Saskatchewan (RCE
Saskatchewan), both Dr. Roger Petry and I as its co-coordinators would like to signify our support for not only your
role as the new interim Chief Operating Officer of the First Nations University of Canada, but also the collective
determination and good will that you, your faculty, staff, and students are bringing to resolve the current difficulties
you are experiencing. We are all impacted by the outcomes of the upcoming decisions governing First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada’s funding arrangements and its future as distinct scholarly community as you offer unique educa-
tional models for supporting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) regionally and globally with a First
Nations perspective.

As you are aware, RCE Saskatchewan was designated by the United Nations University in 2007. We worked closely
with members of First Nations University of Canada in hosting the first International RCE Conference of the
Americas at the University of Regina in May of 2008, along with our other organizational partners including the
University of Regina, Luther College, the University of Saskatchewan, and SIAST. RCE Saskatchewan has also relied
on further partnerships with your faculty who have shared research and done presentations for the University of
Regina’s Faculty of Education, helped develop the Green Life educational series (as seen on the SCN network), and
assisting RCE Saskatchewan in developing an educational model for sustainable development in 2009 that includes
traditional ways of knowing of First Nations people and their cultural perspectives. At this time we further recog-
nize the importance and strength of the new partnerships we understand both you and the First Nations University
of Canada are facilitating in attempting to provide an interim model of co-determination that is respectful of the
history, integrity, and especially the educational successes that have been achieved by your institution and its
scholars. We assume this will be grounded on its historical partnerships and continue to embody principles of
mutual respect, cooperation, and understanding.
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We wish both you and all of our other partners (especially those from higher education and government) much
success during this challenging period. We would like to offer our support in a manner which you and the other
partners might find useful to meet and enhance opportunities to resolve the current issues. As mandated by the
United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (UN DESD 2005-2014), we are committed to
assisting in the development of a model that ensures a sustainable future for First Nations University of Canada and
the social and human capital found within its scholarly community. This community has had many successes and
holds much promise in the area of Education for Sustainable Development. It is unique both within our region and
within the international scholarly community. The distinctive work of your faculty and students is important for
regional and national education, and for international sustainable educational partnerships. As one of 74 global
RCEs that advance research based on a respect for the autonomy of our organizational partners along with the
potential we observe when networking for the common cause of sustainability, we affirm the importance of your
maintaining a distinct, self-governing scholarly community operating in partnership with the University of Regina.
We look forward to any further discussions or support you may require from RCE Saskatchewan.

Sincerely,

Lyle A. Benko and Roger A. Petry
Co-Coordinators
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Faculty Profile #25: Sharon Acoose

Sharon Leslie Acoose, School of Indian Social Work, Saskatoon Campus. Ms. Acoose is a member of the Sakimay
Indian Band. She has been working for First Nations University since 1999, which has been one of the most
empowering experiences of her life. She is a recovering drug addicted alcoholic and will celebrate 19 years of
sobriety April 1, 2010. In those 19 years she has acquired a Bachelor of Human Justice, a Certificate in Corrections,
a Master of Social Work and is presently enrolled in a Doctorate of Philosophy program through the College of
Medicine – Dept of Community Health & Epidemiology, University of Saskatchewan. Her research interests are
issues around Indian women who have been in conflict with the law; her thesis will be based on the concept of
reintegration. Ms. Acoose has rich and colourful past life experiences which she uses in her classrooms and in her
many community presentations. She loves teaching for the First Nations University of Canada.
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Letter #25: Linda Goulet

ebruary 26, 2010

Dear Minister Strahl,

As a Canadian citizen, I was touched and heartened by Prime Minister Harper’s words of apology for the imposi-
tion of residential schools on the Indigenous peoples of this country. I felt that the apology was good first step to
righting past wrongs and healing the hurt done. The people responsible for the residential schools believed they
knew what was best for Indigenous children and their parents but history has shown how wrong their approach
was. All Canadians are living with the legacy of that misguided policy of education.

Like many others, I was hoping that the apology would be followed by positive actions to move forward in Indige-
nous education. You can imagine my shock and dismay when you announced that your department would no
longer fund First Nations University. Rather than moving forward, this is a step backward. It has almost been 40
years since the federal government adopted “Indian Control of Indian Education”. This policy was the first major
statement in Canada that First Nations peoples should not only be teachers and administrators, but that First
Nations peoples had the right and authority to control their own educational systems.

First Nations University was a direct outcome of the vision and actions of First Nations Elders, Chiefs and profes-
sionals who worked so hard to establish a post-secondary institution built on First Nations values, beliefs and phi-
losophy. In its thirty four year history, First Nations University has developed a world class reputation for its inno-
vative programming and academic excellence. In the recent past, questions have been raised regarding some of the
administrative processes that were reported extensively in the media. During this time, the academic and profes-
sional integrity of our programming was never compromised.

We all want accountability and transparency in all institutions. When the auditor general of Canada finds adminis-
trative problems with how taxpayers dollars are spent and the changes are not immediately acted upon, we as citi-
zens cannot withhold our tax dollars. At the last Assembly of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations the
Chiefs passed a resolution that addressed all the changes called for by the federal and provincial governments. The
senior administrative staff has changed. These governance and administrative changes have been made. Why has
funding not been restored, even conditionally on certain promised changes being enacted?

With the changing demographics in our province and country, we need academically established institutions to
meet the educational needs of First Nations students and to educate non-Indigenous students about the history and
culture of the First Nations peoples. We currently have over 1,100 University of Regina students registered in our
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classes. They would not be here if other institutions had the capacity to provide the academic programming that is
delivered by our institution.

Respectfully,

Dr. Linda M Goulet
Associate Professor
Department of Indigenous Education
First Nations University of Canada
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Letter #26: Edward Doolittle

arch 1, 2010

The Honourable Chuck Strahl
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6
Fax: (613) 944-9376

Dear Mr. Strahl,

I am a faculty member at the First Nations University of Canada, writing to you about your recent decision to with-
draw funding from the institution.

I am one of the faculty members included in the oft-cited but inaccurate statistic that one third of the faculty left in
2005. While it is true that I did take a leave of absence from the institution at that time, I have never publicly dis-
closed my reasons for doing so, which are complex and personal, just like the reasons anyone might have for leaving
one employer for another. Furthermore, not mentioned in the ridiculously overblown reports of a mass exodus
from First Nations University is the number of individuals who have eventually returned, including myself. It is true
that there are many challenges we face at First Nations University, and problems with the operation of the institu-
tion, especially at the administrative and governance levels. However, the problems we have can be solved, and are
being solved. Meanwhile, there is much of exceptional value at the institution, particularly at the core level of aca-
demic integrity, programming relevant to Aboriginal students and communities, teachers attuned to the particular
needs of Aboriginal students, and faculty and staff adept at stretching our resources to accomplish far more than
what our limited means would normally entail.

After a three-year leave of absence from First Nations University, I turned down other offers of employment and
returned to First Nations University because I can see the enormous potential of the institution. First Nations Uni-
versity provides an invaluable niche in the landscape of post-secondary education in Canada. Our institution has a
focus on Aboriginal education at the university level that no other institution comes close to matching, especially
not big institutions like the University of Saskatchewan (UofS) or the University of Toronto (UofT). I know well
what is required to succeed as an Aboriginal student at institutions like those, being a graduate in the PhD program
in pure mathematics at UofT myself, and I know that a huge number of intelligent, capable, and deserving Abo-
riginal students will never succeed in such alienating environments no matter how many counselors are provided.
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Let us consider the choice facing your government at the moment. In the worst-case scenario, complete withdrawal
of funding with no recourse will result in the immediate collapse of the institution. Your government will be the
first government in Canadian history to preside over the closing of a university. An Aboriginal university no less,
one with a proud thirty-four year long history, impeccable academic credentials, unique and thriving programming
including the only environmental health program in the prairies and the only fully-equipped water quality labora-
tory in the country (if not the entire planet) under the control of Aboriginal peoples to cite just two examples,
ongoing complex and sophisticated community-based research programs, the synergy that comes from so many
experts on Aboriginal issues together under one roof, and on and on.

In the worst-case scenario, over three thousand graduates, many leaders in their communities and net contributors
to Aboriginal society and Canadian society in general, will be orphaned with no institution to call their alma mater.
Donors, including not only the aforementioned alumni, but also corporations who have contributed tens of mil-
lions of dollars to our capital campaigns and special programs and projects, will see their generosity instantly ren-
dered nearly worthless by the actions of your government. Governments, federal and provincial, including your
own, which have contributed hundreds of millions of dollars to our institution over the years, will similarly see their
investments devalued to nothing compared to what they would be if the institution continued to operate, a stag-
gering loss for the taxpayers you purport to defend.

In the worst-case scenario, our nearly one thousand current students will not simply be able to “walk across the
street” to another institution because much of our programming is not offered at University of Regina (UofR) or
the UofS; rather, those students will have to start over in new programs, delaying their graduations by years (thou-
sands of person-years of lost time). Visiting students (mainly from the UofR) who are taking majors in programs
only offered at our institution such as Linguistics or Indigenous Studies will lose the years of effort they have
invested in those programs; all UofR students will lose the option to take courses which are unique in their content
or in their delivery (such as our gentler approach to mathematics, which covers the same content as the UofR but in
a more personal and nurturing environment, without which many students would otherwise fail). Community-
based research programs funded by federal or provincial agencies such as SSHRC will be fatally compromised or at
least delayed by months or years. And the economies of Regina and Prince Albert will be damaged and will experi-
ence a loss of diversity as Aboriginal professionals and others leave to seek opportunities elsewhere.

On the other hand, in the best case scenario we continue to not only to survive, but to thrive, fixing our governance
problems with the guidance of the excellent Begay report, fittingly subtitled, “An opportunity to lead the world in
First Nations higher education.” Better governance will lead to better administration, which will enable us to recruit
the finest Aboriginal faculty and administrators from around the world to a solid and promising institution. First
Nations University could be a world leader in community-based research, our specialty, saving Aboriginal lan-
guages, improving Aboriginal health, safeguarding the long term collective memory of Aboriginal communities,
and graduating productive members of society who might otherwise had lead lives of despair.

Perhaps the most tragic thing about the crisis now facing us is that the best case scenario is finally so close at hand
we can almost touch it. We, the faculty, community members, and students of First Nations University, are not
asking for a carte blanche, but just for a chance to prove what we are capable of if we have a solid foundation of
good governance and good administration. We are confident that we can not only make this institution work, but
that we can create an internationally recognized leader in Aboriginal education.

We hope that you fully understand what is at stake in the discussions currently under way regarding the future of
our institution, but we have our doubts, as you have never even paid us a visit.
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When HRH Prince Edward opened our new building in 2003, he said, “This is indeed a very historic day and a great
milestone for all of us, for the nation of Canada as well as the First Nations.” What shall we say when you close our
building?

I’i wa’khyaton’

Dr. Edward Doolittle
Associate Professor of Mathematics
Department of Science
First Nations University of Canada

cc:
Stephen Harper, PM
Michael Ignatieff, Leader of the Opposition
Ray Boughen, MP for Palliser
Ralph Goodale, MP for Wascana
Todd Russell, Liberal Indian Affairs critic
Jean Crowder, NDP Indian Affairs critic
Brad Wall, Saskatchewan Premier
Rob Norris, Saskatchewan Minister for Advanced Education
John Nilson, Saskatchewan MLA for Regina Lakeview
Cam Broten, Saskatchewan NDP Advanced Education critic
Guy Lonechild, Grand Chief of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations
FNUniv faculty and students
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Letter #27: Arzu Sardarli

he Honourable Stephen Harper
Prime Minister of Canada

The Honourable Brad Wall
Premier of Saskatchewan

Dear Mr. Harper, Mr. Wall, ministers, MPs and MLAs,

I emigrated in Canada about eleven years ago. Since then, my family and I have come to appreciate deeply the First
Nations of Canada.

Three years ago, I joined the faculty of the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv). I am a mathematician in
the Department of Science. Over the last twenty five years, I have had the opportunity to work in a several universi-
ties both in Europe and Canada. In spite of the difficulties that the FNUniv has experienced over the last few years, I
consider this institution the best academic institution that I have ever worked in.

I have no doubt that these days you receive a large number of letters from our faculty and other scholars regarding
the situation at our university. This is why I will not waste your valuable time by repeating what has become public
knowledge. I will endeavor to provide some additional information to help you make an informed decision
regarding the fate of the FNUniv.

The representatives of Saskatchewan and Federal governments have announced that both governments will stop
funding the FNUniv. Respected government representatives have explained that this is necessary because of mis-
management of funds and failure to submit required reports in on time. Surprisingly, the decision to withhold gov-
ernment funds was made at the moment when the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations started to make sig-
nificant changes in the board and administration of the University.

It is obvious that without the government funding the FNUniv (as any other Canadian university) cannot function.
Our students, the majority of them belong to First Nations and Métis, have been advised that they will be trans-
ferred to other universities.

Perhaps the respected government representatives have forgotten that the FNUniv was created because other uni-
versities had not been successful helping First Nations and Métis students succeed in getting their post-secondary
education. And, although other universities have been successful recruiting First Nations and Métis students, their
graduation records clearly show that a very small proportion of those students recruited actually go on to succeed in
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the larger universities. Because the social, cultural, historical problems of First Nations and Métis have not been
solved, the majority of them will fail in the regular universities. As a result, if the FNUniv closes, the state of First
Nations and Métis post-secondary education in Saskatchewan could very well deteriorate to where it was 25-30
years ago.

The FNUniv is not just a “teaching college.” We have community-based research and special projects supported by
governmental and non-governmental institutions, such as Health Canada, the National Science and Engineering
Research Council, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council. Some of these projects have national and international components. To abandon FNUniv now would
throw away the significant investments made by all manner of funding organizations over a 35-year period.

Respected politicians, today you have choice. You can go down in the history of our country either as the generation
of politicians who apologized to Aboriginal Canadian for the tragic mistakes of the past governments that created
residential school, or you can be remembered as the the generation of politicians who shut down the First Nations
University of Canada.

I hope you will make the right choice.

Best regards,

Dr. Arzu Sardarli

Assistant Professor of Physics and Mathematics
Acting Department Head
Department of Science, First Nations University of Canada

CC:

Michael Ignatieff, Liberal Party leader
Jack Layton, NDP leader
Ray Boughen, MP for Palliser
Ralph Goodale, MP for Wascana
Todd Russell, Liberal Indian Affairs critic
Jean Crowder, NDP Indian Affairs critic
Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
Rob Norris, Saskatchewan Minister for Advanced Education
Cam Broten, Saskatchewan NDP Advanced Education critic
Warren McCall, Saskatchewan NDP First Nations & Métis Relations Critic
John Nilson, Saskatchewan MLA for Regina Lakeview
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Speech from the Throne, March 3, 2010

rom the federal government’s Throne Speech as reported in the National Post of March 3, 2010:

Our Government will also work hand-in-hand with Aboriginal communities and provinces and territories to
reform and strengthen education, and to support student success and provide greater hope and opportunity.

Read more in the National Post.
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Letter #28: Wes Heber

arch 3, 2010

R. W. Heber, Ph.D.
Director,
Centre for International Academic Exchange
First Nations University of Canada
710 Duke Street
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7K 0P8

The Honourable Chuck Strahl
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
House of Commons,
Ottawa

Dear Minister Strahl:

I am writing to inform your office of the international work done at the First Nations University of Canada
(FNUniv). The FNUniv, (formerly the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College, SIFC) began working internation-
ally in 1982 in the areas of academic exchange, political and human rights advocacy, community development, and
cross-cultural Indigenous education. Much of the early history of international work was carried out through the
Indigenous Centre for International Development (ICID). In 2005 the Centre for International Academic Exchange
(CIAE) was established, and to date the FNUniv has created linkages with over 30 universities and research insti-
tutes throughout Asia, Latin America, and the Pacific.

Over the past ten years the FNUniv has hosted or co-hosted five international conferences on Indigenous education
and has published three books of conference proceedings. It has hosted researchers and engaged in student
exchange with Taiwan, China, Mexico, and France. The international work carried out by FNUniv has contributed
to Indigenous peoples at home and abroad, and has promoted positive relations across international boarders.
Through its efforts in international exchange, the FNUniv has opened doors for the development of future interna-
tional relations, and has contributed to the international image of First Nations and of Canada. The FNUniv is in a
unique position to contribute to international Indigenous education while enhancing Canada’s profile as a leader in
education and research for Indigenous peoples around the world.
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Respectfully,

R. W. Heber, Ph.D.
Director, CIAE
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Faculty Profile #26: Esther-Kathleen Segal

Dr. Esther-Kathleen Segal (formerly O’Reilly-Scanlon) is Professor Emeritus from the University of Regina and
currently Professor of Indigenous Education at First Nations University of Canada. She teaches undergraduate
and graduate classes in Indigenous research methods and language and literature. Dr. Segal received her PhD from
McGill University and has published widely in the areas of narrative/story, memory-work, and self-study. Last year,
Dr. Segal had a wondrous time living, writing and teaching in a remote Dene Community in Northern Saskatch-
ewan.
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Letter #29: Vincent Twardzik Ching

ear and Honourable Member of Parliament Mr. Tom Lukewski,

I am writing concerning the news of the possible closure of the First Nations University of Canada due to with-
drawal of funding. As an alumni of the University of Regina graduating in 1998, we witnessed the birth of the new
building and experienced the college operating side by side within the University of Regina. I think most alumni
would agree that this was a point of unique interest and pride. As a student one of my reasons for choosing Regina
was the fact that it was a focal point for the ongoing struggle towards the resolution of racial and cultural strife.
Having been born in Saskatchewan I am proud to have been involved in working with the Aboriginal community in
the field of the arts with the Mackenzie art gallery and in volunteer projects with the Bahai Community in the north
central neighbourhood working with under-privileged children.

As an overseas Canadian I often talk about these experiences and the challenges and rewards they provided. I am
struck still by the generosity of spirit I received from the Aboriginal community who, regardless of their circum-
stances, consistently demonstrate a patience and sense of community often far outstripping that of the wider
society. It is my passionate belief that we cannot let the rest of the country decide the destiny of our province. It is
our community, our responsibility and duty, no one else’s. The idea of a university represents a higher ideal, a
striving for betterment and a belief that progress is possible and inevitable. This is what the First Nations University
means to Regina, to Saskatchewan, to Canada and to the world.

I can only beseech you on my behalf, however I believe and know that anyone who searches for the truth of the
matter can only conclude that withdrawing moral, financial and administrative support from First Nations Univer-
sity can only be perceived as a return to ignorance, fear and division and will contribute to the further disintegration
of the fabric of a stable society.

Trusting that you will take this singular opportunity to join the ranks of the brave, to uphold and defend the virtues
of Truth and Justice.

With sincerity and hope.

Vincent Twardzik Ching
Canadian Citizen and Permanent Resident of Singapore
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Three segments from The Morning Edition, one month later

ne month ago, on February 4, 2010, three audio segments produced in the early days of the crisis at First
Nations University aired on CBC Saskatchewan’s The Morning Edition. Listen to them again below:

•
The First Nations University of Canada was a dream of Eber Hampton’s. But corruption has turned Eber
Hampton’s dream into a nightmare.

Right click to Download Feb 4, 2010 — The Morning Edition
[mp3 file: runs 15:48]

•
The province had decided to cut funding to the FNUC. Hear why from Minsiter Rob Norris.

Right click to Download Feb 4, 2010 — The Morning Edition
[mp3 file: runs 11:44]

•
FNUC students are waking up this morning knowing their institution is in even greater jeopardy.

Right click to Download Feb 4, 2010 — The Morning Edition — Extra
[mp3 file: runs 7:02]
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Letter #30: Sandra Morin, MLA

ebruary 25, 2010

Dr. Wes Heber
First Nations University of Canada
1 First Nations Way REGINA, SK S4S 7K2

Dear Dr. Heber:

Thank you for your recent email concerning the future of the First Nations University of Canada (FNUC) given the
Sask Party government’s announcement that it will end the 12 million dollars in annual funding and, shortly after-
wards, the federal Conservative government’s announcement that they will likewise end their annual funding.

The FNUC has a important role in building Saskatchewan’s future by educating thousands of students and building
a relationship of understanding and respect with the province as a whole. This relationship is one that should be
nurtured and built upon, not abruptly ended.

If the Sask Party government truly wanted to strengthen this important institution, they would work to address gov-
ernance and financial concerns not dismiss the future of the institution, students, and dedicated faculty and staff.
The Sask Party government should recognize the steps that have been taken to address concerns, and demonstrate
their commitment to reinstate funding.

New Democrats will continue to press the government to reinstate funds to the FNUC to ensure students and staff
can continue their studies.

Thank you for taking the time to express your passion for Indigenous education and your support to continue the
work of the First Nations University.

Accordingly, I will be providing a copy of your correspondence to my colleague the Opposition Critic for First
Nations and Métis Relations, Warren McCall.

Yours sincerely,

Sandra Morin, MLA
Regina Walsh Acres
Opposition Critic for the Environment and Climate Change
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cc: Warren McCall, Opposition Critic for First Nations and Métis Relations
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Watson’s Legacy

rom an article by Stephen LaRose in the Planet S Online of February 25, 2010.

This was another one of those you-have-gotta-be-freaking-KIDDING-ME moments for anybody covering the
Decline and Fall of FNUniv for longer than the late January crisis. Vice-Chief Watson’s appearance wasn’t the only
reason the demonstration had the wind taken out of its sails. About 90 minutes before the first demonstrators
arrived — coincidence? — word leaked from the Saskatchewan government on a possible deal that could save the
beleaguered institution.

Read more in Planet S Online.
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Letter #31: Joanne Arnott

10—8700 General Currie Road Richmond, BC V6Y 1M2

March 2, 2010

The Honourable Chuck Strahl Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development House of Commons Ottawa,
ON K1A 0A6 Fax: (613) 944-9376

Dear Mr. Strahl,

I am writing to express my deep concern at your decision to withdraw funding from First Nations University of
Canada. As a Metis/mixed-blood mother of six, making my way as a self-employed artist and currently sitting on
the National Council of The Writers Union of Canada, I am keenly aware of the importance of Aboriginal-con-
trolled spaces, as well as of the need for healthy alliances and inclusion, of indigenous-friendly organizations in
every sphere of Canadian life.

The self-employed artists of Canada, Aboriginal and non, are primary producers who to a large degree rely on the
health and well-being of secondary producers, in this case all of the professors, teachers and librarians, for the well-
being of our own little niche in Canada’s economy. Aboriginal arts are an important part of indigenous economies,
from the Inuit of Nunavut to the urban and rural poor, and in my travels as writer and presenter I meet many dif-
ferent kinds of artists in all kinds of circumstances. All of Canada’s indigenous writers and thinkers are strongly
marked, in a personal way, by the cumulative impact of Canada’s historical social contract and decision-making.
Whether we are Treaty or non-treaty, reserve-based or landless, university-employed or itinerant workers, all of us
are reliant on a healthy base upon which to build. FNUC holds continuing promise as a national base for thinking,
writing, contributing cultural & intellectual indigenous workers.

On a recent visit to Regina, I was able to see for myself what has been built up thus far, at FNUC, and to hear from
many professors, students, and ordinary townspeople. The fiscal weight of your opinion should not be withheld, but
rather, it should be reinstated as a positive force in the entrenchment of good governance and the continuing devel-
opment of a truly national-scope Aboriginal university, steps toward which are already well underway.

Please support the continued existence of an institution which has come through a difficult time, and lend your
support to the scholars of international reputation who currently call FNUC home, and all of those who have been
working for a stable university of good reputation, and as well, all of those who might one day walk through those
doors.
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Sincerely,

Joanne Arnott
Author of
Breasting the Waves: On Writing & Healing (1995)
Mother Time, Poems New & Selected (2007)
Longing: four poems on diverse matters (2009)
Steepy Mountain (2004)
My Grass Cradle (1993)
Ma MacDonald (1992)
Wiles of Girlhood (1991)

Cc:
Stephen Harper, PM
Todd Russell, Liberal Indian Affairs critic
Jean Crowder, NDP Indian Affairs critic
Her Excellency the Right Honourable Michaelle Jean
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Tories target wheat board monopoly

rom an article by Angela Hall in the Leader-Post of March 4, 2010.

The throne speech also pledged the government will work with aboriginal communities and provinces to strengthen
education.

When asked if that means federal funding recently pulled from First Nations University of Canada will remain
within Saskatchewan to fund aboriginal education, Ritz said the government has always backed the concept of
FNUniv. He didn’t eliminate the possibility that financial backing could continue through the University of Regina.

“Where we had a problem was in the governance of (First Nations University),” Ritz said from Ottawa.

“We’ve given them time to restructure in a positive way but the administration will be handled by the University of
Regina.”

A working group with representatives from the federal and provincial governments, First Nations University of
Canada, U of R and the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations has been struck to examine whether the First
Nations institution could continue to operate under a new arrangement with the U of R.

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Proposed Model for New Relationship between FNUniv and the
University of Regina

message from UofR president Vianne Timmons

March 8, 2010

In my last message I discussed the challenges facing First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) and the anxiety
that this has caused FNUniv faculty, staff and students over the past several weeks. At this time, I would like to
update you on the developments related to FNUniv and specifically on the efforts of the working group which was
formed to develop a model for a new relationship between the University of Regina and FNUniv.

The working group, consisting of representatives from both governments, the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian
Nations (FSIN), the University of Regina and FNUniv, has spent the past two weeks developing a concept model
and paper outlining this new relationship. The group began by developing a set of principles that were used to guide
its work – an important step which contributed greatly to the process of developing a new model.

A proposed model has been developed by the working group and discussion has now shifted to seeking approval for
the draft model. I met with the U of R Board of Governors late last week to discuss the model. The FSIN Assembly
will be briefed on the draft model early this week.

We will have a better understanding in the coming days if the proposed model will be supported by each of the key
parties. That being said, this will only be the first step in the process. If the draft model and concept paper are sup-
ported by each of the parties it will then be turned over to legal counsels for each of the parties, who will be
entrusted with the task of developing a Memorandum of Understanding that will formalize the new model.

I have stated many times over the past few weeks that we must never lose sight of the principles upon which
FNUniv was established, and I truly believe all partners respected those principles as they worked to develop a new
model for FNUniv. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the members of the working group for their
dedication to First Nations education in Saskatchewan, and I remain hopeful that FNUniv can emerge from this
latest challenge to build a positive future for its students, faculty and staff.

I will keep you updated on further developments with respect to FNUniv and the new partnership model.
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Sask Justice investigates whether scholarship fund at native university
misused

rom an article in the Winnipeg Free Press by The Canadian Press.

Advanced Education Minister Rob Norris has asked justice officials to investigate what happened to $390,000 in the
fund at the Regina-based institution.

The letter says the “inappropriate” use of the trust fund happened under the previous administration, which has
been placed on leave.

Read the full article in The Winnipeg Free Press.
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NDP calls for reinstatement of money to First Nations University

ed 10 Mar 2010

Crowder calls on the Conservatives to live up to education commitment in Throne Speech

OTTAWA– With the Federation of Saskatchewan Indians’ decision yesterday to turn financial control of First
Nations University over to the University of Regina, federal New Democrats are today calling for Ottawa to rein-
state its funding.

“With this new agreement, most of Minister Strahl’s reasons for cutting the funding have been resolved,” said New
Democrat Aboriginal critic Jean Crowder (Nanaimo-Cowichan). “A week ago today, the Conservative Government,
in its Speech from the Throne, said that it was making First Nations’ education a priority. Here’s a chance for them
to live up to that commitment.”

While not ideal, this new arrangement will provide certainty for students and faculty at First Nations University.
Crowder hopes that with reinstated federal funding the unique qualities of First Nations University will be retained.

“This school is not like other post-secondary institutions in Canada,” said Crowder. “It offers a range of programs
that are focused on rural and remote communities and on the skills students need to live and prosper there. We
can’t just sit back and allow this school become a shadow of what it could be.”
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Update on First Nations University

message from University of Regina president Vianne Timmons

March 10, 2010

Earlier this week, as a guest of Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations Chief Lonechild, I had the honour of
addressing the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations Legislative Assembly regarding FNUniv. Among other
things, the Assembly was deliberating on the proposed shared management and stewardship model developed by
the FNUniv Working Group. After a thorough discussion, the Assembly voted in favour of extending the term of
the transitional Board of Governors for FNUniv to March 31, 2011 and to approve the proposed interim “shared
management and stewardship” transitional model.

Under the proposed transitional model, FNUniv remains independent and a creation of the Federation of Saskatch-
ewan Indian Nations. FNUniv will continue to have its own Board and this Board will be depoliticized and autono-
mous. The primary focus of the FNUniv Board will be to implement best practices in governance and to develop the
future path for the organization. During the transition period, the FNUniv Board will interact with University of
Regina Board and President in order to familiarize itself with standard university practices.

As part of the proposed model, the FNUniv Board would place the stewardship of the administrative and financial
management of FNUniv with the University of Regina through a contractual relationship for a four-year period.

The decision by the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations Assembly is a positive step toward bringing a
greater level of certainty to the situation facing FNUniv. However, as I have stated before, it is only one more step in
a broader process. I remain hopeful that we will be able to continue to advance the process in a manner that satisfies
all of the parties involved. To this end, I have encouraged the University of Regina representatives to continue their
discussions as part of the FNUniv Working Group in order to move the process towards a positive resolution.

That being said, the University of Regina has a number of conditions that still need to be addressed as part of this
process. There is still a lot of uncertainty around FNUniv funding from governments and the University of Regina
will need to ensure that it is not exposed to undue risk as a result of its proposed role.

We will continue to work diligently over the coming days to advance the new model and address any outstanding
concerns. We remain hopeful that the positive steps we have seen so far can continue as we move forward.
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Faculty and Students appeal to Federal Government

OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

8 March 2010 (Regina): Representatives from the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) faculty and Stu-
dents’ Association (FNUnivSA), along with Aboriginal leaders, the Canadian Association of University Teachers
(CAUT), and the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), will be in Ottawa this week to appeal to the federal government
to reverse its decision to end funding – at the end of this month – for the only Aboriginal university in Canada.

Randy Lundy, Head of FNUniv’s Department of English and Academic Council Chair, and Diane Adams, president
of FNUnivSA, will meet with opposition leaders Gilles Duceppe, Michael Ignatieff, and Jack Layton, as well as
critics for Aboriginal affairs and post-secondary education.

Guy Lonechild, chief of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, will also attend the meetings.

CAUT is facilitating the visit to Ottawa.

In addition to the leaders, the delegation will meet with the following MPs and critics to discuss the issue of FNUniv
funding:

Ralph Goodale, MP for Wascana and House Leader for the Official Opposition; Larry Bagnell, Yukon MP and Offi-
cial Opposition Critic for Arctic Issues & Northern Development; Michael Savage, MP for Dartmouth - Cole Har-
bour and Official Opposition Critic for Human Resources & Skills Development; and, Senator Lillian Eva (Quan)
Dyck; Jean Crowder, NDP Caucus Chair and Critic for First Nations, Metis and Inuit Affairs, and Niki Ashton,
NDP Critic for Post-Secondary Education.

Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, Chuck Strahl has yet to respond to a request to meet with the delegation.

At 10:30 am EST on Thursday, March 11, 2010 a Press Conference is scheduled on Parliament Hill.

Both Lundy and Adams will be available for comment on the main floor of the Regina International Airport
Tuesday, 9 March 2010 at 10:30 am.

For More Information:

Randy Lundy
306.551.5001
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rlundy@firstnationsuniversity.ca

Diane Adams
306.737.5989
dianejadams@hotmail.com
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Government eyes FNUC fund

rom an article by James Wood and Jason Warick in the StarPhoenix of March 9, 2010.

Advanced Education Minister Rob Norris has asked the Ministry of Justice to investigate what he called the “unac-
ceptable” use of nearly $400,000 drained from a scholarship fund at the First Nations University of Canada.

But FNUC’s recently appointed chief operating officer, who brought the issue to Norris’ attention, is angry over the
way the Saskatchewan Party government has handled the situation.

Read the full article in the StarPhoenix.
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Chiefs agree to new FNUC structure

rom an article by Jason Warick and James Wood in the StarPhoenix of March 9, 2010.

The four-year “shared management and stewardship model” cobbled together by FNUC’s interim board of gover-
nors was approved unanimously by the chiefs of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN) at an
assembly Tuesday morning at the Saskatoon Inn.

The University of Regina will control FNUC’s finances and some other duties. FNUC will keep its interim,
slimmed-down and de-politicized board of governors on for another year to help implement the new model.

Read the full article in the StarPhoenix.

F



CHAPTER 139

Michael Ignatieff calls for restoration of federal funding to First Nations
University of Canada

arch 11, 2010

Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff is demanding that the Harper government immediately restore funding to the First
Nations University of Canada to ensure the long-term viability of an institution vital to the future success of so
many First Nations students.

“The Harper government’s snap decision is having very real and harmful impacts on hundreds of students and fac-
ulty,” said Mr. Ignatieff. “I agree that there are serious governance issues that need to be addressed, but after
meeting with the parties involved, I’m satisfied that the necessary steps are being taken. It is imperative that we
immediately resume funding so that students aren’t unfairly punished.”

Yesterday, Mr. Ignatieff met with representatives from the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, First
Nations University faculty and students, and the Canadian Association of University Teachers to discuss the institu-
tion’s imminent shut down.

“The necessary steps are being taken by all parties involved to ensure improved governance and financial struc-
tures,” said Mr. Ignatieff. “This includes a recently agreed to management and stewardship agreement with the Uni-
versity of Regina. These developments will ensure that the First Nations University can continue to provide a
respectful and culturally appropriate learning environment for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students alike.”

The disruption has left 700 students, 65 faculty members and 150 staff members in limbo, and will lead to the can-
celling of over 400 classes at a crucial time during the academic calendar. It will also have a negative impact on a
number of federal funded research programs and specialty disciplines housed at the First Nations University that
will vanish as a result of the government’s decision.

“With the exception of the federal government, all parties involved agree on the critical importance of saving the
First Nations University of Canada,” Mr. Ignatieff concluded. “This unique institution has a strong history of cre-
ating new opportunities for Aboriginal learners and benefits all Canadians.”
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Aboriginals in desperate fight to save university

rom a story by CTV news staff on March 11, 2010.

Students and staff from Canada’s only Aboriginal university are pleading with the federal government to restore
funding, saying the school will run out of money by the end of the month if something doesn’t change.

“What the governments are asking for the five years is accountability and transparency in our finances, and the
shared management model really offers these things,” [Student Association President Diane] Adams told CTV’s
Canada AM.

“We are just hoping that they are going to honour the fact that we have done our part and keep funding us so we
can stay open. This university is too important to lose right now.”

Read the full story, and watch the video, on CTV.ca.
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CHAPTER 141

Strahl turns down students’ plea to restore First Nations University
funding

rom a story by Gloria Galloway in the Globe and Mail of March 11, 2010.

“I did meet with the First Nations University delegation today. I repeated our position that the current funding for-
mula for First Nations University ends as of March 31,” Mr. Strahl told the House of Commons.

The federal government will continue to help aboriginal students directly, he said.

But “unfortunately, repeated and ongoing efforts over the past several years did not bring about the change in
accountability that Canadian taxpayers expect and aboriginal students deserve. It is time to focus our attention on
those aboriginal students themselves and make sure we have more and continued success for them going forward.”

Read the full story in the Globe and Mail.
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Letter #32: Lionel Peyachew

arch 5, 2010

The Honourable Rob Norris Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour Legislative Building 2405 –
Legislative Drive Regina, Saskatchewan S4S 0B3

Dear Mr. Norris,

As a faculty member of the First Nations University of Canada, I am writing to you about your recent decision to
withdraw funding from the First Nations University of Canada, a much need institution of higher learning for First
Nations and non-First Nations students and society.

I am a self proclaimed returnee to Saskatchewan, after two decades working as an Alberta citizen. In 2005 my wife
and I and four children moved back to Regina after getting an offer to teach Indian Fine Arts at the First Nations
University. I am one of those who moved back to Saskatchewan responding to a public pitch by government offi-
cials that Saskatchewan has become revitalized, has gone back to being one of the most prosperous growing prov-
inces in Canada. Since I was raised and educated on the economically challenged Red Pheasant Reserve nearby Sas-
katoon, I found this news to be very uplifting. By contrast, the news today is not so good - the possibility of closing
down the university was the most demoralizing news of my career and I am now beginning to regret my move.

Provincial and Federal governments have always encouraged higher education of First Nations people to solve the
problems of drugs, alcohol, the soaring rate of illiteracy, poverty, gangs, suicide and incarceration. For over thirty
years the First Nations University (formerly the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College) has been in the forefront
of realizing an all important goal of improving the lives of young First Nations students by graduating thousands of
youth. In the five years I have had the privilege of working in this magnificent building, I have witnessed the success
stories of students who were once destitute and who are now major contributors to our economy. Closing down the
First Nations University of Canada would be a devastating blow to all students who prefer taking these unique
courses and programs that are offered nowhere else in the world.

Since your announcement to discontinue FNUC funding, I have been in a state of denial that hundreds of students
will not be able to realize their dream, that hundreds of faculty and staff will possibly lose their jobs because of mis-
management by a hand-full of individuals. Three unqualified individuals in Senior Management controlled our aca-
demic offerings, finances, and who we hired as compared to at least 70 faculty who were powerless to make the
governance changes that we all wanted and deemed essential for our survival. 3 against 70-some equation that is.
The threat of firings by Senior Management and the Board of Governors - all of whose record has to be one of total
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and absolute incompetence - of those who spoke out in favor of a better governance system was a real possibility so
faculty were afraid to speak for change, to hold a vote of non-confidence. We had to try to teach under a regime that
knew next to nothing about academic freedom, about academic governance and when it came time to implement or
try to make those badly needed changes, could care even less. Now that FSIN has taken the leadership, under Chief
Guy Lonechild, to let us make our own governance decisions and systems work, we feel more confident that we are
now on the right road and I feel, as a faculty member, that we as a group are more confident than ever before. I
continue to trust that Prime Minster Harper’s government officials will work hard to develop a constructive solu-
tion to avoid affecting our innocent workforce. I just cannot see any valid reason to close down a university where
all the hype in the media in Saskatchewan is about how productive this province is that economically, we are the
fastest growing province in Canada. Synchronize this with the fastest growing population of First Nations people in
Canada and I continue to ask, is this the proper time and place for your withdrawal of urgently need funding and
what looks to be the ultimate closure of this university?

The First Nations people are still on this long journey to recovery from the effects of colonization and residential
schools. The irony here is that the Canadian government through the DIA has been on the forefront of demanding
that First Nations people become educated, for well over a century. What is happening now? Just when First
Nations students and the people themselves are beginning to have some faith and trust in the validity and pedagogy
of their own restored educational foundations and systems, you pull the funding! How realistic is that? Your actions
make absolutely no sense. I continued to have anxiety and mistrust in the western education system as applied to
First Nations people by non-Indians. It was only when the government made a public apology to all First Nations
people of Canada, when the churches of Canada publically admitted their duplicity in the colonization of First
Nations people and what a sorry chapter in Canadian history that is, did I have a glimmer of hope that our students
education will finally be taught by First Nations professors with unique but solid qualifications, expertise, empathy
and sincerity. The oppression of residential school continues to affect our children and will continue to affect our
grandchildren as well and it is only through our own efforts, as First Nations professors and people, will First
Nations people finally be able to eradicate over 200 years of colonial oppression, theft of land and resources, eradi-
cation of our spiritually and moral base and mismanagement of our lives by those in Ottawa.

To cut funding at this time, is a step backwards by your ministry, by the Harper government, not just one step back-
ward but a step back entirely into the Nineteenth Century.

The First Nations University can be thought of as a valuable place for sharing common experiences and concerns,
of the healing and bringing together of all races in Canada by finally being given the opportunity to teach and learn
our languages, traditions, cultures and spirituality that were severed by the Federal Government in the Nineteenth
Century, a policy that still has lasting effects on all of us today, including you and your grandchildren. It appears
that you are taking us back to that earlier time where only the white man’s knowledge was deemed to be appropriate
and necessary for the education of First Nations people. In this contemporary world of the ubiquitous internet, cell
phones, satellite television, cars that park themselves, the globalization of education and on and on, that can hardly
be the case. Our First Nations students need the experience, the wisdom and sagely advice of First Nations elders,
the knowledge and expertise of First Nations professors.

The impending possible closure of the First Nations University of Canada is a mirror image of the negative histor-
ical and destructive effects of the so-called education of First Nations people in Canada’s past and should never be
allowed to happen or to be repeated. “Those who do not know their history are condemned to repeat it”, as the
saying goes.
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Do not be one of those who do not know Canada’s own history. On behalf of our future leaders we trust you will
continue to be our sincere partner in making First Nations University of Canada, the province of Saskatchewan, and
the country of Canada wonderful and unique places in which to live and work.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfully,

Lionel Auburn Peyachew
Assistant Professor of Indian Art
Department of Indian Arts
First Nations University of Canada
(306) 790-5950 Ext. 3290
lpeyachew@firstnationsuniversity.ca
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CHAPTER 143

Q&A with Guy Lonechild

rom an article by Patrick White in the Globe and Mail of March 8, 2010.

Q: Is this ratification all for nothing? Indian and Northern Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl recently wrote in The
Globe and Mail that he would not restore any direct funding to the University because the institution had failed
over and over again to “make its governance accountable and its spending transparent.”

A: I think that the federal government is opening to look at proposals for a different arrangement. The no-direct-
funding issue is something we will continue to discuss. But we think the provincial and federal governments are
sincere about a new arrangement we’ve been working on for weeks that would see funding rerouted for up to four
years through a publicly funded institution.

Read the full article in the Globe and Mail.
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CHAPTER 144

The clock ticking for First Nations University

rom an article by Doug Cuthand in the StarPhoenix of March 12, 2010.

Both the provincial and federal governments have stated that they will not fund the FNUC after March 31. This
position stands even though, at their latest assembly, the chiefs addressed the governments’ concerns about gover-
nance and administration.

The non-political interim board is in place and the finances will go through the University of Regina.

The next move is up to the federal and provincial governments. Their original concerns have been addressed and
they must act in good faith and reinstate funding.

If they suddenly raise other issues, then it will become clear that their agenda is to get rid of the First Nations Uni-
versity completely.

Read the full article in the StarPhoenix.
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CHAPTER 145

First Nations University: making a fresh start

rom a letter by Reona Brass in the Leader-Post of March 13, 2010.

On March 10, federal Indian Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl said in response to questioning from an Opposition
member who dared to refer to the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) as a great institution, “Mr. Speaker,
there is some dispute about whether it is a great institution or not.” The greatness of a university, even a misman-
aged one, is not for a government to debate. No other Canadian university operates, or will operate, under such a
threat. Strahl assumes that his role is to judge the ‘greatness’ of the academic community that FNUniv is and, as
such, he has crossed a line. The stand Strahl takes indicates a willingness to interfere politically in academic
freedom. It is disturbing because FNUniv was created with the understanding from the wider Canadian academic
community that studying the First Nation’s curriculum from a non-Eurocentric world view is a valuable venture in
academic freedom.

Read the complete letter in the Leader-Post.
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CHAPTER 146

Chronology of Events

1976: The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN) enters into an agreement with the University of
Regina to create the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC) with the following mission:

The mission of the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC) is to enhance the quality of life, and to preserve,
protect, and interpret the history, language, culture, and artistic heritage of First Nations. The College will acquire
and expand its base of knowledge and understanding in the best interests of First Nations and for the benefit of
society by providing opportunities of quality bi-lingual and bi-cultural education under the mandate and control of
the First Nations of Saskatchewan. The SIFC is a First Nations-controlled university-college which provides educa-
tional opportunities to both First-Nations and non-First-Nations students selected from a provincial, national and
international base.

June 2003: SIFC becomes the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) — the only First Nations university-
level institution in Canada.

February 2005: The Chair of the Board of Governors took control of the University in a series of actions that led to
a crisis of governance.

July 2005: The FSIN sets up an All Chiefs’ Task Force on the Future of the First Nations University of Canada.

November 2005: The All Chiefs’ Task Force releases its report with its main recommendation to reform the gover-
nance structure with a smaller, de-politicised board of governors.

November 2008: After three years of waiting for the implementation of the All Chiefs’ Task Force governance rec-
ommendations, the Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT) Council votes unanimously to censure
FNUniv over governance and academic freedom issues.

January 2009: The Saskatchewan government releases a provincially funded review of FNUniv operations,
including finances, administration, and programming. The review reiterates the need for a smaller, de-politicised
board.

3 February 2010: The Saskatchewan minister for advanced education, labour and employment, Rob Norris,
announces that the provincial government would end its $5.2 million annual contribution to FNUniv, stating that
the government “lost confidence in the governance and management of First Nations University”.



4 February 2010: The FSIN Nations dissolves the FNUniv Board. The FSIN Legislative Assembly agrees to imple-
ment the recommendations in the All Chiefs’ Task Force, and to suspend senior management — the actions that the
Government of Saskatchewan and the CAUT had been asking for.

8 February 2010: The Federal Minister for Indian and Northern Affairs, Chuck Strahl, announces that the federal
government will end $7.3 million in funding for FNUniv effective 1 April, citing “systemic problems related to gov-
ernance and financial management of the institution” with “repeated delays by the institution to take action on
these matters”. INAC had already withheld $1.2 million pending the delivery of two reports, including one on gov-
ernance commissioned by the FSIN and conducted by Dr. Manley Begay of the University of Arizona.

18 February 2010: The Begay report is released. The report recommends a smaller and de-politicized Board.

9 March 2010: The FSIN agrees to a shared management plan for FNUniv and the University of Regina, with gov-
ernment funding flowing through the University of Regina.
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CHAPTER 147

Town Hall meeting with Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff, Tuesday March
16 at 7:30 pm, Royal Canadian Legion Hall

arch 9, 2010

OTTAWA – In the build-up to the Liberals’ Canada at 150 conference later this month in Montreal, Liberal Leader
Michael Ignatieff will embark on a cross-country town hall tour next week.

“I’m focussed on building a better alternative for Canadians to the current government,” said Mr. Ignatieff. “That
means hearing first-hand from Canadians from all walks of life about the issues that really matter to them, whether
they are in St. John’s, Montreal or Burnaby.”

“To earn the trust of Canadians, we need to bring in new ideas that speak to the real-life concerns of middle income
Canadians, New Canadians, seniors, women, and youth,” Mr. Ignatieff continued. “With these town halls, I’ll make
sure that their voices are at the centre of every policy adopted by a responsible, caring and future-oriented Liberal
government.”

Following on the heels of a series of Liberal policy roundtables held on Parliament Hill during prorogation, and a
successful 11-campus, national university town hall tour, Mr. Ignatieff’s coast-to-coast tour will take him from
Newfoundland to British Columbia, where he will host town halls and roundtable meetings with Canadians on the
issues that concern them. The tour’s main events include:

• March 13, Scarborough: Town Hall on issues facing New Canadian families
• March 14, Montreal: Women’s Issues Town Hall
• March 15, St. John’s: Opportunities for Youth Town Hall
• March 16, Regina: Working Families Town Hall (7:30 pm at Royal Canadian Legion Hall, 1820 Cornwall St.)
• March 17, Regina: Water Issues Roundtable
• March 18, Winnipeg: Town Hall on issues facing Aboriginal students
• March 19, Burnaby: Town Hall on issues facing New Canadian families

“The Canada at 150 conference is a national dialogue about the future – and it’s crucial that we bring the concerns
and ideas of Canadian families into that discussion,” Mr. Ignatieff said. “I see this tour as one of the building blocks
to progressive new Liberal Party policies that respond to the needs of Canadians.”

Canada at 150: Rising to the Challenge will bring together more than 40 of Canada’s leading thinkers and doers for
three days in Montreal from March 26-28, 2010. The conference – which will be webcast live – will tackle the major
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challenges facing Canada today as non-partisan participants examine what Canada can and should look like in
2017, when we mark the country’s 150th birthday, and what needs to be done today to get there.

Press Office

Office of the Leader of the Opposition
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CHAPTER 148

Letter #33: Rob Norris responds to Lionel Peyachew

arch 11, 2010

Dear Mr. Peyachew:

Randy Weekes, MLA, Biggar Constituency, has asked me to respond to your email of February 11, 2010, in which
you requested his support in advocating for the restoration of provincial and federal funding for First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada (FNUniv).

It is our responsibility as a government to serve the interests of students, within the context of ensuring accounta-
bility for public funds. Our government’s decision to withdraw funding for FNUniv effective April 1, 2010, was
regrettable, but necessary.

Our government has made it very clear that provincial dollars will not be renewed for FNUniv. That being said, we
are open to a partnership arrangement with another publicly funded post-secondary institution that would allow
students to continue their studies.

At this time, it is important that the politicians step back and the academic leadership in our province step forward
to map out future directions for FNUniv students and their programs.

Thank you for taking the time to share your perspective with me. Please be assured that I share your interest in
ensuring that our province creates appropriate opportunities for Saskatchewan’s First Nations learners.

Sincerely,

Rob Norris
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Letter #34: Chuck Strahl responds to Joanne Arnott

arch 12, 2010

Dear Ms. Arnott:

Thank you for your correspondence dated March 2, 2010, regarding the First Nations University of Canada.

I would like to assure you that the Government of Canada is committed to ensuring that students at the First
Nations University of Canada enjoy the same educational opportunities as other students. At the same time, we
need to be accountable and transparent to all Canadians, including First Nations.

Since 1988, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada has been a consistent partner with the First Nations University of
Canada. We have been working with the institution to help it address longstanding and systemic governance and
management issues. In 2006, the Department contributed funding toward the cost of an All Chiefs Task Force to
provide governance and management recommendations to the University’s senior management. The Department
was also one of the stakeholders who were consulted on the province’s Hanselman Report of the First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada. The Report focused on governance and the management and operations of the University. In
2009, we used performance-based funding to help the University’s board move toward a better governance struc-
ture.

Unfortunately, during this period, there have been repeated delays in taking action to address these issues, and the
situation can no longer continue. My decision to not renew funding was made based on the record of the institu-
tion.

At this time, my priority is to work with our partners to help students complete their academic year. I have had a
number of discussions with my provincial counterpart, the Honourable Rob Norris, and have instructed depart-
mental officials to work with partner post-secondary institutions to provide the support students need.

Thank you again for sharing your concerns with me.

Sincerely,

Chuck Strahl
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Letter #35: Joanne Arnott responds to Chuck Strahl

he Honourable Chuck Strahl, MP
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs

607 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6
AINC-INAC Ministre-Minister Minister@ainc-inac.gc.ca

12 March 2010

Dear Chuck Strahl

Thank you for your correspondence of March 12, 2010.

I understand the feeling of being fed-up with a group or situation that does not seem to be progressing along the
lines of one’s expectations, this is of course a situation that is very familiar to me. I spent a decade co-facilitating
Unlearning Racism workshops at universities and for business and community groups, and nonetheless, the
shocking level of ignorance at all levels of our collective Canadian community continues to be deeply distressing to
me. I do understand that your decision comes after much trial and much error, and further, I understand that your
“cut the crap/cut the funding” decision in relation to First Nations University of Canada is popular with a certain
contingent of Conservative supporters, as is evident in the “comments” section of the Globe & Mail website.

I am deeply frustrated that Canadians tolerate such a high level of racism in public spaces, and that leading figures
such as yourself are content to make use of the disconnect between indigenous and mainstream Canadians, the
“reality gap,” rather than work toward a fuller understanding of one another and a greater level of respect and
mutual support. While a Canadian police force recently issued an apology to Muslim communities for mistreat-
ment of Muslim women, the far harsher treatment of indigenous women has yet to be addressed effectively. Still, all
mothers are expected to support their children, both culturally and economically, and the supports to do this in a
meaningful way lag dramatically behind for Aboriginal women and families. I am happy to submit to you my tax
information, and copies of all of my books, if you need further enlightenment on the real-time impacts of violence
on the economic and educational aspirations of indigenous women.

I would like to suggest again that the current situation calls for creative and unexpected solutions, and outside-the-
box problem-solving initiatives. I would like to suggest that you personally involve yourself in supporting change at
the university, first and foremost by re-focusing your perspective away from the longstanding frustration with the
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host organization, and toward the current and future needs of living and breathing Aboriginal scholars and stu-
dents, both current and future generations.

The Apology and the Olympics/Four Host Nations are recent, high-profile notes of collaboration that begin to
offset historical abuse and current abnegation of indigenous Canadians, and the Throne Speech spin evoking possi-
bilities of justice in the realms of vicious violence and public neglect focused on indigenous women, as well as
movement toward redeeming international standing by considering the UN Declaration on Indigenous Peoples, are
all to the good.

However, a substantial recognition that all forms of historical and current abuses impact, in a visceral and a cumu-
lative and an ongoing way, all indigenous people in Canada, continues to elude both political decision-makers and
those who applaud the gutting of the First Nations University in the country’s newspapers. While the Auto-industry
bail-outs were found to be worthwhile, the international and national development of Aboriginal leadership in all
spheres of life continues to be an easy-to-dismiss national irrelevance.

I have appended below four letters by four authors, including my original letter to you, in the event that you have
not yet had the opportunity to read the words of the scholars who have been based at FNUniv. More can be read at
Edward Doolittle’s blog, http://fnuniv.wordpress.com/.

If you are interested, I am happy to speak with you about my own experiences as an intelligent, passionate, and
completely uneducated Canadian, who found such an intensity of abuse in Canada’s mainstream universities that I
would rather slit my own throat than re-engage with any of those well-funded, much-lauded institutions. I can tell
you about an indigenous PhD who gave up on ever gaining tenure at the mainstream school at which she taught,
and relocated out of the country, to do volunteer work at a small US community-based indigenous organization,
and other anecdotal evidence that while current supports are improving, the situation is not altogether in hand.

While it is true that increasing numbers of indigenous people are responding to the positive supports that are
increasingly available in mainstream institutions, and smaller private colleges, and the relentless ad campaigns
funded to drive us all back to school, the need for a non-racist environment in which to go about one’s work in a
positive way remains unaddressed. While increasing numbers of First Nations scholars do find a home in main-
stream organizations, a sure and stable, highly visible base continues to elude us. The collective permission to abuse
and dismiss First Nations people, as individuals and as collective identities, continues to have ongoing impacts on
all of us, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians.

I am writing to request again that you find a way through this stand-off, by re-focusing your view upon supporting
current and future Aboriginal scholars based at First Nations University of Canada, and thereby promoting
Canada’s international standing as a nation of integrity, rather than the schizophrenic creature exposed in Hon-
ouring the Spirit of Modern Treaties: Closing the Loopholes (Interim Report, Senate Standing Committee on Abo-
riginal Peoples) and in countless other documents, reports, and press releases by national and international organi-
zations of excellent repute. http://www.landclaimscoalition.ca/pdf/080515%20Senate%20Cttee%20Report.pdf

The life histories of indigenous people both as individuals and collectively speaking have been marked deeply by
predecessors in your role in government, and the most outstanding indigenous families continue to feel the
onslaught of day by day violence by those who have permission to treat any and all indigenous people with scorn,
and worse.

Tolerating the dismissive view of First Nations attempts to “get things right” by promoting historical amnesia and
neglecting the roots of longstanding hardship and shame is, I continue to hope, well beneath you. It is not only the
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Treaty Indians of Saskatchewan who will feel the impact of your lack of compassionate imagination. It is not only
the Treaty Indians who will benefit, should you choose to exercise your power correctly, in supporting a useful and
visionary initiative despite your impatience with and dislike of former governors who failed to meet the schedule of
reform that was hoped for. The FSIN has agreed to stand back, the head of the University of Regina has expressed
confidence in the current working plan, and the opportunity to do the right thing continues to exist.

First Nations Bank of Canada and Aboriginal Peoples Television Network are two examples of local initiatives
which made the successful change to nationally useful supports for all Aboriginal Canadians, regardless of cultural
origins and political definitions, and I see no reason why the First Nations University of Canada cannot also be
allowed to continue to grow and change, to become increasingly broadly based and a high profile, inspirational
option, not only to indigenous youth, but to all Canadians. If I may put it so bluntly, Canada does not need another
snuff movie starring indigenous Canadians.

Rather than continuing a path that feeds on racism and encourages despair, promoting Canada’s interest in the
North by courting the Inuit while continuing to ignore the rife racism experienced on the ground in Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, British Columbia, and elsewhere, all across Canada, why not sit back and consider the overall good that
you can do, in your few years in office, to make longstanding and genuine impact on all of Canada, and for the
good. There is a time for spin, and a time for substance, and I am really personally quite tired of the spin.

Yours Sincerely,

Joanne Arnott

Cc: Stephen Harper
Michael Ignatieff
Jean Crowder
Todd Russell
Michaelle Jean
Shawn Atleo
Guy Lonechild
Jo-Ann Episkenew
Randy Lundy
Edward Doolittle
Aboriginal Multimedia Society
Aboriginal Peoples Television Network
The Globe & Mail
The Vancouver Sun
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation

Letter #35: Joanne Arnott  responds to… 201



CHAPTER 151

House of Commons, March 5-11, 2010

ansard, March 5, 2010

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday’s budget mentions post-secondary education for
aboriginal people, but there is no mention of funding and no mention of First Nations University in Regina. That
institution is working hard with partners to correct its governance problems. The Federation of Saskatchewan
Indian Nations, the University of Regina and the government of Saskatchewan are all pulling together to help.

Will the federal government fully support these combined efforts to first fix and then preserve First Nations Univer-
sity? Mr. John Duncan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, we continue to work on options to ensure the affected students complete their academic year.
That is our primary concern. As previously stated, we will not be renewing the funding agreement with First
Nations University. In terms of discussions with the province the department continues to look at a wide range of
options for the funding.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this is about hundreds of aboriginal and non-aboriginal stu-
dents now at First Nations University and generations yet to come. It is about treaty rights and it is about the federal
minister’s fiduciary responsibilities. It is about the proper administration of a genuine university and $8 million in
federal funding without which a noble vision will get thrown out with the bath water.

Specifically, is that money in fact in the federal budget for 2010-11? Exactly where is it in the budget and will it be
directed to the students at First Nations University?

Mr. John Duncan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the department has been working since 2005 with the university to address longstanding and
systematic problems. There have been allegations of mismanagement of funds, audit information handed to the
RCMP commercial crimes unit, and politicization of the board on all issues. Meanwhile attendance has been falling.
That is why the university was censured by the major teacher’s union and it is why the province withdrew its funds
as well. We need to be accountable to Canadians as well as first nations.

Hansard, March 8, 2010

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, last Thursday the Minister of Agriculture said that the federal
government supports the concept of First Nations University and will work with the University of Regina on ways
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to save the institution. However, on Friday the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development suggested there would be no federal support for First Nations University, period.

Could the minister correct any misimpression here and confirm that some $7 million will be available to and
through the University of Regina once the U of R and other partners finalize a remedial plan with First Nations
University?

Hon. Chuck Strahl (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Federal Interlocutor for Métis and
Non-Status Indians and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, of course we have announced that the funding for First Nations University will not be renewed. The hon.
member would know why.

Back in February 2005 when it all started and even before then, senior administrators were suspended from the
university. The then Liberal government launched investigations. Forensic audits were done. Those results were
handed over to the commercial crime unit of the RCMP. Subsequent to that, we have tried every conceivable way to
try to get First Nations University to change the way it does its administration on the board of governance always
without success.

For the sake of transparency and accountability, we have had to remove the funding for First Nations University.
There will be funding; that money will be put into the university programming generally—

Hansard, March 10, 2010

Ms. Jean Crowder (Nanaimo—Cowichan, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations
voted yesterday to turn financial control of First Nations University over to the University of Regina.

Will the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development agree now that he should reinstate funding to the
university, or will he let a great institution die, just when the Speech from the Throne says that education is a pri-
ority?

Hon. Chuck Strahl (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Federal Interlocutor for Métis and
Non-Status Indians and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, there is some dispute about whether it is a great institution or not.

What we have had over the last number of years is an escalating series of problems, starting with investigations,
criminal investigations, forensic audits, and there have been reports of trips to Las Vegas and Hawaii. Now the latest
one is that $400,000 of money designed to go to student scholarships has been used for other purposes.

How long does one just cut a blank cheque to that kind of organization? We are here to help the students. That is
what we are going to do. That is what we promised to do in the throne speech, and we will deliver on that.

Hansard, March 11, 2010

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development met
this morning with Chief Lonechild of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations. The chief no doubt informed
the minister about the decisive action he has taken to fix the problems at First Nations University.
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Chief Lonechild has worked sincerely and successfully with a new interim board of governors and CEO, with fac-
ulty and students, with the University of Regina and Premier Wall’s provincial government. A strong remedial plan
is in fact in place. Will the federal minister now support that plan?

Hon. Chuck Strahl (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Federal Interlocutor for Métis and
Non-Status Indians and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I did meet with the First Nations University delegation today. I repeated our position that the current
funding formula for First Nations University ends as of March 31. Of course, we will continue to help aboriginal
students directly through our post-secondary programming and institutions through our Indian student support
program.

Unfortunately, however, repeated and ongoing efforts over the past several years did not bring about the change in
accountability that Canadian taxpayers expect and aboriginal students deserve. It is time to focus our attention on
those aboriginal students themselves and ensure we have more and continued success for them going forward.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if the minister does not reach the March 31 deadline, if cer-
tainty is not achieved by then, First Nations University will begin to disintegrate and faculty, staff, and students will
need to go elsewhere. Sadly for hundreds of young aboriginal students, there is no elsewhere. Their dream of post-
secondary education will simply be over.

Surely the minister will not visit upon these innocent young people the past sins of others. Will the minister ensure
the problems are fixed and multi-year federal funding is in place on time?

Hon. Chuck Strahl (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Federal Interlocutor for Métis and
Non-Status Indians and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, if the hon. member wants to look at the past sins of others, he should start by getting up in the morning
and looking in the mirror.

If he had taken action when he was still the finance minister for the former Liberal government, then perhaps we
would not be in this position today. However, he did not take action.

After repeated efforts, time and again, we ended up where we had forensic audits, trips to the commercial crime
unit. The last chief financial officer is talking about trips to Las Vegas, trips to Hawaii. Now $400,000 is missing
from students’ scholarship funds and we do not know where it is.

It is time to be accountable to taxpayers and to students and get this fixed.
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Statement by Ralph Goodale, March 5, 2010

ollowing revelations in today’s Question Period, I am shocked that the Conservative Government seems abso-
lutely determined to kill First Nations University despite the hard work of Chief Lonechild, the FSIN, student

leaders, the interim Board, the University of Regina and the Provincial Government to work together to correct the
errors of the past and secure a successful future for FNUC.

Everyone involved in this matter is demonstrating good will and good faith, except the Federal Government, which
carries the primary funding responsibility and a fiduciary obligation for First Nations education. Once the $8 mil-
lion in federal funding is ripped away from FNUC, it will disappear into the black hole of federal budget cuts –
never to be seen again in Saskatchewan or by Aboriginal students.
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Conservative Minister Again Refuses FNUC Funding

tatement by Ralph Goodale, March 8, 2010 OTTAWA - In response to a question from the Member for Was-
cana, Ralph Goodale, the Federal Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs again today attacked FNUC and

refused to commit any Federal funding to the institution, either directly or through a remedial plan being prepared
by the University of Regina and other partners.
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Statement by UofR President Vianne Timmons, March 12, 2010

hank you for coming today. Over the past several weeks, you have all heard clear and compelling reasons why a
new model for First Nations University is necessary. I won’t be revisiting those details today.

What I would like to do is publicly acknowledge the progress of the working group partners. By working together
toward a common resolution to this funding crisis, the partners have achieved a great deal of progress. That part-
nership has demonstrated that progress is possible when we work together respectfully and constructively.

All parties have indicated there is still work to be done to bring those discussions to a positive conclusion.

I look forward to the completion of the Memorandum of Understanding regarding the new partnership between
First Nations University and the University of Regina. The University continues to promote discussions to support
that effort.

All parties have indicated support for First Nations students and the critical role a university education can play in
offering those students, and future generations, opportunities for success.

How we get there is important.

The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations has made significant progress with regard to addressing accounta-
bility and governance provisions.

The Province has indicated a willingness to provide funding to support the new administrative model with appro-
priate agreed-to accountability in place.

The University of Regina has agreed to the principles of a shared management model where the stewardship of the
administrative and financial management of FNUniv is placed with the University of Regina through a contractual
relationship for a four-year period.

There are legal imperatives articulated under the University of Regina Act, with regard to liabilities, which must be
addressed to move forward. There is significant work to be done on this front.

The University of Regina Board of Governors must also approve a completed Memorandum of Understanding
before we can take action.
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The University fully appreciates the Provincial Government’s commitment to First Nations students, and the
opportunities provided to these students by the faculty and staff of First Nations University.

We are fully supportive of Minister Norris as he advocates for the proposed new partnership model with Minister
Strahl.

Let me be very clear. A reinstatement of appropriate funding is fundamental to the success of the working group.

But even more so, it is fundamental to the success of Aboriginal students served by First Nations University —
which is approximately 40% of Saskatchewan’s Aboriginal university students.

As Minister Norris has recognized, provincial funding is accessible. He has committed to flow that funding through
a partner, such as the UofR, with the appropriate financial accountability in place.

The question should be asked: if the accountability provisions can be sufficiently addressed to warrant a provincial
reinstatement, what more does the Federal government need to warrant a reinstatement of the federal funds — par-
ticularly when the Federal government has been at the table with the Working Group?

The effort of the working group and the leadership of Minister Norris have been so important to this process, and
for the sake of First Nations learners, they should not be in vain.

I urge Minister Strahl to reconsider the Federal Government’s position in his forthcoming meeting with Minister
Norris.

Minister Norris’ success in these discussions with Minister Strahl will ultimately determine the success of First
Nations students in our province. I sincerely hope that the Federal government recognizes the opportunity that
exists through First Nations University to help create a vibrant and inclusive Saskatchewan — and a vibrant and
inclusive Canada.

Thank you.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Dale Johnson, External Relations
E-mail: Dale.Johnson@uregina.ca
Phone: 306-585-5439
Mobile: 306-536-4312
Fax: 306-585-4997
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FNUC money furor continues

rom an article on CBC News, March 12, 2010.

“I urge minister Strahl to reconsider the federal government’s position in his forthcoming meeting with minister
Norris,” Timmons told reporters.

Norris said Timmons’ comments weren’t helpful and he suggested the University of Regina was dragging its feet on
a possible solution to FNUC’s problems.

Norris said a signed memorandum of agreement between the two schools would be a good thing to have when he
meets with Strahl — and he doesn’t have that yet.

Read more on CBC News.
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FNUC Future Still Up In The Air: Government questions U of R
commitment

rom an article by Sarah Mills in the News Talk 980 CJME site, March 12, 2010.

Timmons maintained the working group was keeping its focus on the end of arch when the funding officially ends.
She maintained she was unaware of the Monday meeting.

But just a couple of hours later Norris disputed that in a teleconference call. He even questioned the commitment of
the U of R given he argued that the working group had existed for several weeks now. And he wondered just why
Timmons didn’t know about his meeting with Strahl, “President Timmons is in regular contact with our ministry. I
will just simply say sooner rather than later.”

Norris wonders whether a new partner is needed.

See the News Talk 980 CJME site for the full article.
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Update on First Nations University from UofR president Vianne
Timmons

arch 15, 2010

You will recall that in recent weeks, I have been keeping you informed about the situation at First Nations Univer-
sity. This past weekend was a busy one in that regard, so I want to update you on our continuing efforts to finalize
an agreement which will allow for the continued provision of high-quality education to First Nations students in the
province.

You are aware that a Working Group, comprised of representatives of First Nations University of Canada, the Fed-
eration of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, the Government of Saskatchewan, the Government of Canada and the
University of Regina, has been meeting for the past few weeks.

The Working Group presented a conceptual model to the stakeholders last week and endorsement was given by all.
According to this concept paper, the University of Regina would assume a shared role in First Nations University’s
governance and administration. The smaller, depoliticized board of First Nations University would work with the
University of Regina’s Board of Governors to incorporate best practices with regard to governance. On an interim
basis, the University of Regina would assume a number of administrative functions related to the operations of First
Nations University.

The next step underway is that the Working Group is developing an agreement that we collectively hope will
address the concerns of the Federated College’s public funders. There was some difficulty pulling together all mem-
bers of the Working Group last week, and a meeting had instead been set for Tuesday of this week. The provincial
government expressed a sense of urgency to finalize an agreement, however, so the University of Regina called a
Working Group meeting together this past weekend. The group met all weekend and made considerable progress
with regard to how the governance model that all parties endorsed last week can be incorporated into a final agree-
ment. The group will continue meeting this week.

I want to recognize the significant progress the Working Group has achieved to this date. I believe all parties want
to find a solution in which the post-secondary education of First Nations students is ensured in this province. Rec-
ognizing that this is a complex and challenging process, the University of Regina remains committed to working
together to find the best solution for our federated partner as quickly as possible.

I know you have concerns for our students, and for your faculty and staff colleagues at our Federated College. Your
many calls and emails indicate the value you place on our federated relationship – a relationship that has long been
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valued by the University of Regina as a whole. Thank you for your continued support as the University of Regina
continues working actively to find a new way forward for First Nations education in Saskatchewan.
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Message to friends and supporters of First Nations University by Ralph
Goodale

s you know, I continue to follow the situation at FNuniv very carefully.

I have met with Chief Lonechild, U of R President Timmons, local and national faculty representatives, student
leaders and others. I have also repeatedly raised FNUniv concerns in the media and in Question Period in the
House of Commons.

I have called upon all parties to be focused on fixing the governance and administrative issues in order to save and
revitalize this unique institution for the future. It would be tragic to see the baby get thrown out with the bathwater.
As a said to Minister Strahl in Parliament – do not visit the past sins of others on innocent young students now or
in the future.

Chief Lonechild, the FSIN, the Interim Board and the Acting CEO have been faced with some tough decisions, and
are doing their very best to find workable remedies for past troubles. President Timmons and her colleagues at the
University of Regina are sparing no effort to be helpful. The provincial government has shown a willingness to par-
ticipate in solutions. Only the federal government remains intransigent.

The vague notion that, if FNUniv disappears, the $7.5 million in federal funding would somehow be retained for
Aboriginal education in Saskatchewan is a pipe-dream. That money would immediately disappear into the black-
hole of federal budget cuts – never to be seen again in Saskatchewan or for Aboriginal purposes.

While there is still time left before the end of March, I think it’s important for everyone to give particular attention
to the quality of FNUniv’s students and faculty, to the high calibre learning, research and outreach that is done at
and from this institution, to the uniqueness of its educational environment and its course offerings, and to the suc-
cess stories that are now evident in the lives of FNUniv’s alumni and the role models they have become.

These are the positive messages the broader community needs to hear if they are to rally to the cause of saving
FNUniv at this critical hour.

Yours sincerely.

Ralph Goodale, M.P.
Wascana
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FNUC funding hopes dashed

rom CBC News, Tuesday, March 16, 2010.

The federal government has not changed its mind about cutting funding to the First Nations University of Canada,
the Saskatchewan government learned Tuesday.

Advanced Education Minister Rob Norris spoke with Indian Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl Tuesday morning, but
the discussion did not go well, Norris told reporters later.

Strahl would not reverse his decision to end Ottawa’s $7.2-million grant to the university.

Read more on CBC News.
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Fate of First Nations University rests in the federal government’s hands

Ottawa – March 15, 2010) The federal government holds the fate of Canada’s only Aboriginal university – the
First Nations University of Canada – and, ultimately, First Nations students’ futures, in its hands, say student and

faculty leaders.

“The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, the University of Regina and the new First Nations University
board have all worked hard to reach an agreement in principle about a new funding formula that ensures accounta-
bility, and that agreement will soon to be formalized,” said CAUT executive director James Turk.

“We’ve also heard from the Saskatchewan government that once a formal agreement is in place, its funding will be
restored,” he added. “All that’s missing now is a reinstatement of the $7.2 million in funding from the federal gov-
ernment.”

Turk was part of a delegation of student, faculty and Aboriginal leaders who met with Indian and Northern Affairs
Minister Chuck Strahl and opposition leaders from the Bloc, NDP and the Liberals last week. The delegation was in
Ottawa to call on Minister Strahl to reinstate federal funding for the institution. They won full support for that call
from all the opposition leaders, but the minister, citing accountability issues dating back to the previous administra-
tion, just reiterated his earlier position: that “the current funding formula [for the institution] ends as of March 31.”

Diane Adams, president of the First Nations University Students Association, and Randy Lundy, Chair of the insti-
tution’s Academic Council, were part of the delegation.

“The federal government must recognize that it can’t on the one hand apologize for the legacy of residential schools,
and on the other hand destroy the only First Nations university in the country, forcing Aboriginal students to
assimilate into mainstream institutions,” said Lundy.

“The fate and futures of a large number of First Nations University students is in the hands of the federal govern-
ment now,” said Adams. “Those students chose this university because they simply can’t get this kind of education –
one taking into account our history and culture – anywhere else.”

“Without the supportive environment offered by the First Nations University of Canada, many of these students
will not be successful, and will just abandon their dream of post-secondary education,” she added.

First Nations University students and faculty say they hope Advanced Education Minister Rob Norris is backing
their calls for restoration of federal funding in his meeting with Minister Strahl today.
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“Minister Norris knows, like we do, that our institution cannot survive without that funding commitment by the
end of the month, and we hope he is highlighting that in his meeting,” said Lundy.

– 30 –

For more information please contact James Turk, Executive Director, at (613) 277-0488 (mobile); or Kerry Pither,
Communications Officer (613) 726-5186.
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Liberal Party Leader Michael Ignatieff Visiting FNUniv March 17 2010

mba Waste students, staff and faculty,

As we continue our lobby efforts to apply pressure from all avenues in our fight to reinstate the federal funding we
have invited Liberal Party leader Michael Ignatieff to visit the First Nations University of Canada March 17 at 3:15
pm in the student common area. Mr. Ignatieff has continued to provide support for our efforts and will continue to
voice his concerns over the way the current federal government is handling the situation right now regarding the
FNUniv.

Joely BigEagle, Chair
FNUniv Board of Governors
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Norris looking for FNUniv scapegoat?

rom an article by Murray Mandryk in the Leader-Post of March 17, 2010.

There is one thing clear after developments of the past week, which included a high-level conversation Tuesday
between federal Indian and Northern Affairs Canada Minister Chuck Strahl and provincial Advanced Education,
Employment and Labour Minister Rob Norris: the best possible outcome for the First Nations University of Canada
(FNUniv) is as some sort of college attached to the University of Regina this fall — one that in no way resembles the
significant, separate, Indian-run institution that we have come to know.

Right now, that outcome seems doubtful.

Right now, the dream of a First Nations university appears to be dead.

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Letter #36: Federation of Post-Secondary Educators of BC

arch 16, 2010

Hon. Chuck Strahl
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Minister:

I am writing on behalf of our 10,000 college and university faculty members in British Columbia to urge your min-
istry and your government to reinstate the $7.2 million in federal funding for the First Nations University of
Canada (FNUC). Without that funding in place, this important post-secondary institution will have to close its
doors, a move that will affect students, faculty, but most of all, a critical commitment to sustaining the only Abo-
riginal university in Canada.

Over the last year the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, the University of Regina and the new First
Nations University Board have all worked diligently to create a new funding formula for FNUC that will ensure
accountability. That hard work was undertaken as part of a larger effort to put FNUC on a path to greater sustaina-
bility. In addition, the government of Saskatchewan has said that it will restore its funding of FNUC once a formal
agreement is in place with all the funding partners. Reinstating the federal government’s funding is the last piece in
that effort and without it in place, the good faith efforts of all those involved will be wasted.

The federal government has recognized that reconciliation with First Nations communities across Canada is long
overdue. A formal apology for the legacy of residential schools was part of that reconciliation effort. Extending new
economic and social opportunities to First Nations communities was another. So too was the federal support for
new learning opportunities for those communities. FNUC is part of that commitment in which the federal govern-
ment has recognized the value and benefit of FNUC as a post-secondary institution dedicated to new learning
opportunities for First Nations students.

However, without the reinstatement of federal funding, all those commitments begin to ring hollow. This is an
opportunity for your government to show its resolve to make Canada’s reconciliation efforts work in ways that
make a difference for Aboriginal learning and First Nations students.

In solidarity,
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Cindy Oliver
FPSE President

cc: Hon. Rob Norris, Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour for Saskatchewan

220 Fund First  Nat ions Universi ty Now! Spring Equinox Edit ion



CHAPTER 164

Letter #37: CAUT Aboriginal Working Group

arch 15, 2010

Mr. Del Anaquod
Interim Chief Operating Officer
First Nations University of Canada
1 First Nations Way
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4S 7K2

Dear Del:

On behalf of the Aboriginal Working Group of the Canadian Association of University Teachers, we want to
express our strong support for the faculty and students of the First Nations University of Canada and for the Uni-
versity itself. Universities are built upon the work of these two groups of people and FNUC is extremely blessed to
have an excellent and outstanding faculty and student body dedicated to sustaining and furthering the institution.
We want to commend their courage and commitment over the last several years as they worked hard to uphold the
values of FNUC and tried exceptionally hard to prepare students for the complex and rapidly changing world that
they find themselves in.

As FNUC moves forward and rebuilds after this most difficult period, we would be pleased to discuss ways that we
might contribute to this important effort. We believe that an Indgenous university dedicated to the education of
Indigenous peoples, founded on Indigenous scholarship and scholars and committed to reconciliation and finding
ways of living well together is an important, if not integral aspect of the academic landscape in Canada. It is impor-
tant as well that Indigenous people who choose to study and learn in an Indigenous environment have the opportu-
nity to pursue studies in such a place as the First Nations University.

As Indigenous faculty working in Canadian universities, we share the goals of education as a foundation for a good
life and hope that we might find ways to contribute to the rebuilding.

With respectful greetings,

CAUT Aboriginal Working Group

Jo-Ann Archibald
Richard Atleo
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Corinne Mount Pleasant-Jette
David Newhouse
Charlotte Ross
Blair Stonechild
Wanda Wuttunee
Dan McDonald
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Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff to fight for survival of FNUniv

rom an article by Angela Hall in the Leader-Post of March 17, 2010.

REGINA — Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff pledged Wednesday to fight for the survival of First Nations University
of Canada as the looming expiration of government funding puts the institution’s future in doubt.

Ignatieff called the Conservative government “crazy” for its refusal to reinstate more than $7 million in annual fed-
eral funding that will expire March 31.

“Everything that I’ve ever achieved in my life was made possible because someone believed in me and my right to an
education,” Ignatieff told a crowd of students that assembled to hear him speak.

“The least I can do is to repay that faith by standing with you to defend this extraordinary institution which is
unique in Canada, unique in the world and its destruction is an act of folly which we must stand together and fight.”

Read the full article in the Leader-Post.
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Reason #20: Chuck Strahl can’t give us a good reason not to fund First
Nations University

ccording to Matthew Little of the Epoch Times of March 18, 2010, when Chuck Strahl was asked what First
Nations University should do to get its funding back, Strahl did not have a specific reason why it shouldn’t.

“It is just a myriad of things, there is no one specific incident,” said Strahl when asked if there was some funda-
mental issue the government was waiting to see addressed.

The truth is, we have addressed all of the federal government’s stated concerns about the governance and adminis-
tration of our institution. There is no longer any reason for the federal government to withhold its funding.

In the same article, Matthew Little writes,

Many problems at FNUC have stemmed from political intervention by the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian
Nations (FSIN) which owns the university. Recently elected to helm the federation, Guy Lonechild has worked to
correct those problems and told reporters last week he doesn’t know what else the government wants him to do so
that funding can be reinstated.

The federal and Saskatchewan governments both announced they were cutting their funding of the institution last
month, though Rob Norris, Saskatchewan’s minister of advanced education, recently put the province’s $5.1 million
in funding back on the table and hoped Ottawa would do the same with its $7.2 million.

But Strahl said it was just too little too late.

Chuck Strahl has nothing to offer but tired cliches. If there are specific actions we need to take to get our funding
back, we need to know now what those are. On the other hand, if there is no specific reason why Strahl is not rein-
stating our funding, other than his personal whim, we need to know that too, so that all the people who have been
working 18 hour days this past month to put together a deal realize that their work was in vain because the federal
government has been bargaining in bad faith.

If you are as appalled with the minister’s statements as we are, please write a letter to the minister and copy it to the
opposition critics and the newspapers.
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Letter #38: Joanne Arnott to the Senate Standing Committee on
Aboriginal Peoples

atrick Brazeau (brazep@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Larry W. Campbell (campbel@sen.parl.gc.ca)

Lillian Eva Dyck (dyckli@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Elizabeth Hubley (hublee@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Sandra M. Lovelace Nicholas (smithc@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Kelvin Kenneth Ogilvie (ogilvk@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Dennis Glen Patterson (patted@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Rose-May Poirier (Fax: +1-613-943-4026)
Nancy Greene Raine (rainen@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Nick G. Sibbeston (sibnic@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Gerry St. Germain (stgerg@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Carolyn Stewart Olsen (stewac@sen.parl.gc.ca)
Standing Committee on Aboriginal Peoples (ABORIG-AUTOCH@sen.parl.gc.ca)

18 March 2010

Dear Honourable Senators,

I am sure that you are aware of the issued raised by the First Nations University of Canada, which is faced with the
abrupt termination of federal funding at the end of this fiscal year.

I have appreciated the work that the Senate Standing Committee on Aboriginal Peoples has completed in recent
years. I refer in particular to your reports entitled, Honouring the Spirit of Modern Treaties: Closing the Loopholes
and Sharing Canada’s Prosperity: A Hand Up, Not a Hand Out. Indeed the latter title seems most appropriately
fitted to the First Nations University of Canada undertaking.

The purpose of this letter is to call upon you, as a respected representative in our chamber of “Sober Second
Thought” to intervene, to the extent of your capacity, to change the course of action and ensure that First Nations
University of Canada is sustained, not made to collapse.

This is an important decision. It could serve well to show the progress Canada has been able to make against the
background of a sometimes dismal past. I am therefore asking for your intervention to ensure that a very positive,
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collaborative effort by many scholars, leaders, and students, is not simply extinguished in what appears to be a fit of
pique, or perhaps, an ill-thought-out cost-saving measure.

I am attaching my correspondence with the Honourable Chuck Strahl on this matter, alongside several letters of
support by diverse authors.

Sincerely,

Joanne Arnott

226 Fund First  Nat ions Universi ty Now! Spring Equinox Edit ion



CHAPTER 168

Action #2: Prince Albert Love-in

caption id=”attachment_814” align=”alignnone” width=”462” caption=”Prince Albert Love-in Poster”][/caption]

Join us Tuesday at 4:30 and move into your school.

The students will be occupying `Our’ institution to URGE both governments to reinstate our funding with
FNUniv!!

No funding to First Nations University of Canada and the doors will close.

The time for action is now!!

Bring your sleeping bags and your tooth brush and show your support that you Will not let the government keep
your dreams of success from becoming a reality

WHERE: Second site on 11th Street

Student Lounge

WHEN: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at 4:30

HOW LONG?!?

For as long as it takes to get our money back!!!!

[
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Prof compares funding cut to residential school policy

rom an article by Meagan Fitzpatrick in the Ottawa Citizen of March 12, 2010.

“After having issued an apology for that legacy, Minster Strahl is enacting yet another policy of enforced assimila-
tion by refusing to restore the $7.2 million in funding to the First Nations University of Canada,” Lundy said during
a news conference after he and other representatives met with Strahl.

Strahl hasn’t budged from his announcement last month that the current funding model would not be renewed
after March 31. He rejected Lundy’s statement as “ridiculous.”

Read more in the Ottawa Citizen.

F



CHAPTER 170

Reason #21: Assimilation does not work

ndian Affairs Minister Strahl calls Professor Randy Lundy’s comparison of cutting funding to First Nations Uni-
versity to assimilation policy “ridiculous”. This is the remark of someone at a loss for anything substantive to say

in rebuttal.

Professor Lundy’s point is that the alternative to a First Nation university institution is “assimilation”, or perhaps
more properly “integration”, into the mainstream institutions. It seems that this has the same failed end goal as
residential schools: “assimilation.”

The “mainstream” universities, even those making the most sincere efforts to do really good things in this area - and
they must be gratefully acknowledged - are hard pressed to deliver on meaningful results, or to create an inviting
environment for Aboriginal students. Indeed, earlier this week the UofR held a consultation discussion on making
the university more inviting to Aboriginal students. Students themselves said that the curriculum is empty of mean-
ingful content with respect to Aboriginal peoples, and that it does not create a good place for learning for Abo-
riginal students. This is not for want of expressions of intent and action on the part of the UofR, which has, for
example, created an Aboriginal Student Centre and organizes various events and activities. But that is only part of
the overall university environment; the classroom, cultural compenents, genuine respect for students, and real
inclusion are important.

Recent studies document the failure of the “mainstream” post-secondary education system for Aboriginal students,
not to mention the dismal performance of the K-12 system, both on and off reserve.

Returning to Professor Lundy’s remarks, it should be noted that an even more widespread practice than residential
schools in the 1960s was “integration”, which saw the closing of on-reserve day schools and widespread bussing of
First Nations students to public (and separate) schools. The well-documented experience of students subjected to
this system speaks to the one-sided character of “integration” (i.e. assimilation), similar to the problems that the
UofR describes encountering today. The federal government admitted the failure of the integration experiment, and
adopted the “Indian Control of Indian Education” policy.

That policy has had its growing pains, and mixed success. On many reserves, the lack of resources and other issues
make it difficult to provide students with a good education. There are also communities where the results shine and
put the “mainstream” system to shame. There is a need to provide more resources, to evaluate results, make
improvements more aggressively, adopt best practices and provide meaningful and effective content to the phrase
“Indian Control of Education”.
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This is as true for post-secondary education as for K-12 education. Many of the problems faced by reserve schools
have been reproduced in the FNUniv, particularly in the past five years: politicized governance, poor management,
squandering of limited resources, and diversion of inadequate resources from one purpose to another to meet
urgent needs. These practices must be radically reformed. The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Chiefs in
Assembly, the interim Board of Governors, and interim Chief Operating Officer, have shown that they recognize
this. Institutional practices must be professionalized.

But the solution is not to close the institution and return to the failed policies of assimilation which have character-
ized the Indian Department throughout its history.

Minister Strahl appears not be aware of the long history of deadly folly within his Department of Indian Affairs, and
as George Santayana said, “those who cannot remember the past are doomed to repeat it.”
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Green Party calls for Federal Government to restore FNUniv Funding

RESS RELEASE
March 18, 2010

For Immediate Release

Funding must be restored to First Nations University

OTTAWA — The Green Party is calling for Indian and Northern Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl to restore funding
to the First Nations University immediately. Unless funding is restored, the Saskatchewan University will have to
close at the end of March, affecting 900 students and putting staff and faculty out of work.

“Admittedly, the university’s governance has struggled in the past, but just as they were making large strides to put
things to right, they are faced with loss of their funding. It isn’t right. The university has an extremely valuable role
to play in supporting First Nations youth and it is deserving of funding,” said Green Leader Elizabeth May.

Strahl blames the cut of $7.2 million on “systemic problems related to governance and financial management,”
however the Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT) is strongly opposing the cuts. CAUT says that
the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations had decisively resolved the problems with the university governance
structure at a recent meeting. Only three days later, the funding cuts were announced.

“This drastic and sudden funding cut is another shameful act in an ongoing disgraceful history of relations with
First Nations in Canada,” said Elizabeth May. “Any government that truly wants to repair the damage done to First
Nations communities in Canada would see the immense value of the First Nations University. On behalf of the stu-
dents, staff and faculty, these funding cuts must be reversed.”
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Pour diffusion immédiate

Il faut rétablir le financement de l’Université des Premières nations

OTTAWA – Le Parti vert du Canada demande au ministre des Affaires indiennes et du Nord, Chuck Strahl, de
rétablir immédiatement le financement de l’Université des Premières nations du Canada. À défaut de rétablir le
financement, l’Université, située en Saskatchewan, devra fermer ses portes à la fin du mois de mars, privant d’édu-
cation les 900 élèves qui la fréquentent, en plus de mettre à pied tout le personnel et l’ensemble du corps professoral
qui s’y rattachent.

« De toute évidence, l’Université a connu des difficultés de gestion par le passé, mais à présent que les choses sont
sur le point d’être rentrées dans l’ordre grâce aux nombreux efforts déployés en ce sens, voilà que le gouvernement
menace de lui retirer son financement. Ce n’est pas correct. L’Université joue un rôle essentiel auprès des jeunes des
Premières nations et mérite de conserver son financement », a dénoncé Elizabeth May, la chef des verts.

Le ministre Strahl affirme que cette compression de 7,2 millions de dollars est nécessaire « au règlement de prob-
lèmes systémiques et de longue date en matière de gouvernance et de gestion financière de l’Université. »
Cependant, l’Association canadienne des professeures et professeurs d’université (ACPPU) réclame à grands cris le
maintient du financement. L’ACPPU estime que la Fédération des nations indiennes de la Saskatchewan (FNIS) a
bel et bien mis un terme aux problèmes de gouvernance à l’issue d’une réunion tenue récemment. Voilà que seule-
ment trois jours après cette réunion, le gouvernement annonce le retrait du financement.

« L’annulation drastique et soudaine du financement représente encore un autre geste honteux dans la longue tradi-
tion déshonorante des relations du fédéral avec les Premières nations du Canada », a déploré Mme. May.
« N’importe quel gouvernement qui souhaite sincèrement réparer ses torts à l’égard des collectivités des Premières
nations du Canada reconnaîtrait l’immense valeur de l’Université des Premières nations. Au nom des étudiantes et
des étudiants, des employés et du corps professoral, le Parti vert réclame le maintien du financement. »
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CHAPTER 172

Letter #39: Arok Wolvengrey

arch 20, 2010

An Open Letter to the Elected Officials of Saskatchewan and Canada:

I write this as a long-time faculty member of the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC) / First Nations Uni-
versity of Canada (FNUniv). I have been a member of the Department of Indian Languages, Literatures and Lin-
guistics for almost 17 years, and have served for the past year and a half as the Department Head, though I am
spending this term on a pre-arranged leave as a guest researcher at the University of Amsterdam in the Netherlands.

There are so many issues that I could address in this letter. As a faculty member, I have witnessed one crisis after
another through the past five years as we all have tried to continue the work for which we were hired, hoping that
changes would finally be made to bring First Nations University back in line with its original vision and allow our
reputation to once again move forward along with the work we have continued to accomplish. The AUCC
attempted to help us with this and some progress was made, but clearly not enough despite the lifting of AUCC
censure. CAUT then stepped in with their own censure, controversial at best among faculty, but with the good
intentions of forcing the changes necessary. But the AUCC and CAUT are not governments. Through this period
the faculty and students had waited for the necessary changes, perhaps waiting for the provincial and federal gov-
ernments to intervene in a helpful way. But we saw nothing. It is very surprising to me to continually hear now
from our provincial and federal officials about all the efforts that have been made to bring about reform within
FNUniv governance, when those efforts were largely internal and did not seem ever to include anything helpful
from government. Only in the past few months, with serious allegations of mismanagement of funds, have the pro-
vincial and federal governments seen fit to make an effort. And instead of helpful, the first real acts are to essentially
threaten the complete destruction of the entire educational institution that is FNUniv in a belated “effort” to right
the wrongs of the past administration and governance. Now, conditions have been set, and are being met with
astonishing speed and skill by a dedicated group of educators from FNUniv and the University of Regina, our new
Board of Governors, and government officials. But despite these efforts, we are still threatened with an end of
funding and thus an end to the institution. The effort only seems to be lacking on one side of this situation.

These are important issues, but they are being addressed by many others with more knowledge and expertise in
these areas than I. For my part, I wish to inform you of the unique programs of my department which are not going
to be matched by any other institution, regardless of the rhetoric we have heard about First Nations students
receiving equal opportunities elsewhere. First Nations language classes were among the cornerstones of SIFC upon
its founding in 1976 and within 10 years the dedicated individuals at this institution had created a full Department
of Indian Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics. Through further refinement, not only have we been offering lan-
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guage courses in all of the First Nations languages of Saskatchewan - Cree, Saulteaux (Plains Ojibwa), Nakota (Assi-
niboine), Dakota, and (through our northern campus extension) Dene - but the first and only full degree programs
in any Canadian First Nations languages were built here for Cree and Saulteaux. These programs are matched
nowhere else. The dedication of such individuals as the late Dr. Ahab Spence, Dr. Jean Okimāsis, and Margaret
Cote, and of their students including Solomon Ratt, Doreen Oakes, and Lorena Cote, has kept this a vibrant and
growing department, while many more of their students are teaching their languages and creating language pro-
grams in their communities. We have worked with our colleagues in the Department of Indigenous Education as
they have built corresponding language teaching certificate, diploma, and minor programs, as well as a new Cree
immersion program, to address the great need for language teachers. We have most recently been working on
minor programs for Nakota, Dakota and Dene as contributions to expanding the scope of the Indigenous Education
programs to meet the needs of all the language groups of our province and beyond. At this time of supposed recon-
ciliation for the disastrous effects of the residential school system, language is the last great issue remaining to be
addressed by the governments of this land, and we at FNUniv have been anticipating this by working under con-
strained budgets to build just the kind of programs needed by First Nations people in their attempts to reclaim and
revitalize their languages. At a time when programs such as these should see increased funding, instead we are faced
with ceasing to exist because of funding cuts and the misguided belief that any other institution is capable of
offering what we offer.

During the early period of SIFC’s growth, another Cree scholar, Freda Ahenakew was beginning her work in Cree
language instruction and text collection, for which both the University of Saskatchewan and University of Manitoba
have since bestowed upon her honorary doctorates. At the time, however, there was no place for a First Nations
language instructor at the U of S, let alone a language program, and she needed to leave the province to work at the
University of Manitoba and help build a small Cree language program there. Dr. Ahenakew’s major academic con-
tributions have been in the publication of Cree texts, and the inspiration of many students (including myself) who
have chosen a career working with First Nations languages in one capacity or another. In addition to the aforemen-
tioned doctorates, she has been recognized by First Nations and non-First Nations people alike, at the provincial
(Saskatchewan Order of Merit) and federal levels (National Aboriginal Achievement Award; Order of Canada).
Although garnering less attention from the Saskatchewan and Canadian governments, Dr. Jean Okimāsis has simi-
larly achieved recognition for her accomplishments and dedication to her language and culture, and among other
awards was granted an honorary doctorate from the University of Regina. These two woman, and many others who
have struggled to help their people maintain their languages, should continue to be recognized for the shining
examples they have set. Instead, at this time, a very large part of what they and their students have built is being
threatened. This is not only unacceptable, it is unconscionable. The decision to cut funding to FNUniv must be
reversed so that we may continue our important work to support and revitalize the First Nations languages of Sas-
katchewan and Canada. There is no replacement if these programs cannot continue.

In conjunction with our language programs, FNUniv offers a full Linguistics program and it is unique among Cana-
dian Linguistics programs in the high percentage of First Nations language content. Although the program itself has
continued to expand, funding limitations at FNUniv and the University of Regina have never allowed it to grow
beyond three full-time faculty, all at FNUniv. Despite this, we had until recently managed to offer a small Masters
program, one which even produced a Rhodes scholar, Dr. Lindsay Morcom, who has just completed her doctorate
at Oxford. Many other students have experienced success in graduate programs in Linguistics and Speech Pathology
and Audiology programs throughout Canada. The students who come through our program, in large part non-First
Nations people, are uniquely equipped with knowledge and understanding of First Nations language and culture
which is invaluable to them in their future work in Canadian communities. These are educated and enlightened
individuals of the type diametrically opposed to those displaying outrageous levels of ignorance and downright
racism on the news blogs of our country’s media outlets during the past few years of crisis. Our students could teach
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these poor uneducated individuals a few things. Our faculty can teach them much, but not if the current funding
decisions mean the demise of our programs.

Beyond our programs at FNUniv, our Linguistics Faculty have connections to teaching and research institutions
throughout the world. Dr. Jan van Eijk and now retired Professor Emeritus Dr. Brent Galloway are experts in Inte-
rior and Coast Salish languages respectively and between the two of them they have published extensively and have
connections to institutions such as UBC (Vancouver), Berkeley (California) and Leiden (Netherlands) to name a
few. Our newest faculty member, Dr. Olga Lovick has contacts in numerous Athapaskan First Nations communities
and ties to die Universität zu Köln (Cologne, Germany) and the Alaska Native Language Center, University of
Alaska (Fairbanks). I myself work extensively with Cree communities and have research partnerships with Miyo
Wahkohtowin Community Education Authority at Ermineskin Cree Nation (Alberta; the Cree Online Dictionary
Project) and Dr. Marie-Odile Junker at Carleton University (Ottawa, and East Cree communities in Quebec; the
Cree Atlas Project). Additionally, my research through de Universiteit van Amsterdam has also provided me with
extensive research networks including colleagues here and at Aarhus Universitet (Denmark), la Universidad de
Oviedo (Spain), and a Universidade Estadual Paulista (Brazil). These are important national and international con-
nections that are under threat of being cut along with the funding to First Nations University. Again I must ask:
where exactly can anyone reasonably expect our students to go to get this unique blend of Canadian and interna-
tional perspective?

The University of Saskatchewan does not have such programs, and the considerably smaller Linguistics program at
the U of S is virtually devoid of First Nations content. The language component at the U of S consists of two Cree
courses that have been in place for over 25 years, without addition. Furthermore, for the last 10 years plus, for the
Cree classes that the U of S has taught, FNUniv has supplied the instructors. The Universities of Manitoba, Alberta,
and Calgary, with far larger Linguistics components, do not have programs the equal of ours in First Nations per-
spective. Smaller programs as at Lethbridge and Brandon have scholars who attempt, through their duties in
“Modern Languages” programs, to address First Nations language issues within the constraints of their respective
programs, but again they cannot match our programs dedicated to First Nations languages.

First Nations University is the center for First Nations languages and Linguistics in Saskatchewan and beyond. We
can be that center for the entire country. Taking the exact opposite approach at this moment in Canadian history is
a foolhardy mistake that could have dire consequences for First Nations Education, the health of Saskatchewan and
Canadian society, and Canada’s reputation internationally. I would like to personally thank the opposition parties
for their unanimous support of our institution and their understanding of the importance of FNUniv to First
Nations Education at all levels. And I urge the Provincial Government of Saskatchewan and the minority Conserva-
tive Government of Canada to reconsider their current position on First Nations University and restore funding to
allow us to do the important work that is so obviously necessary for our society.

ahāw, ēkosi.

Arok Wolvengrey
Associate Professor, Department Head
Indian Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics
First Nations University of Canada
1 First Nations Way
Regina, SK
S4S 7K2

awolvengrey@firstnationsuniversity.ca
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cc: Del Anaquod, Chief Operating Officer, FNUniv
Joely BigEagle, Chair, Board of Governors, FNUniv
Randy Lundy, Chair, Academic Council, FNUniv
Diane Adams, President, Students’ Association, FNUniv
Chief Guy Lonechild, Chief, Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations
Dr. Vianne Timmons, President, University of Regina
Brian Wildcat, Director, Miyo Wahkohtowin Community Education Authority
Dr. Marie-Odile Junker, Carleton University
Dr. Kees Hengeveld, Universiteit van Amsterdam
Dr. Peter Bakker, Aarhus Universitet
Dr. Daniel García Velasco, Universidad de Oviedo
Dr. Marize Dall’Aglio-Hattnher, Universidade Estadual Paulista
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CHAPTER 173

Action #3: March from Royal Sask Museum to the Sask Legislative
Building

onday, March 22, 2010
11:30 am to 1 pm

Leave the Royal Saskatchewan Museum at 11:30
Arrive at the Provincial Legislature at 12:00 noon

Time to Rally for the First Nations University of Canada!!

While Rob Norris is holding a summit on the “Future of Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education in Saskatchewan” in
Saskatoon, FNUniv Supporters Will March and Rally at the Sask Leg Building to Say:

FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY IS THE FUTURE OF ABORIGINAL POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION IN
SASKATCHEWAN!!

Please come support the University. Let’s tell Rob Norris and Premier Brad Wall that FNUniv IS the FUTURE!
They need to restore their funding, and demand the Federal Gov’t do the same!

Let’s meet at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum— Corner of Albert St and College Ave at 11:30 am.

We will march down Albert Street, to the Legislature, where we will rally and tell the government it’s time to defend
our institution and our province!

At 12:00 we will hit the legislature, have an honour song and speakers (to be announced)! BRING SIGNS THAT
SAY FNUC IS THE FUTURE!
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Reason #22, Action #4: Four Friends Video

lease support and help us save First Nations University of Canada.

1. Send this video to FOUR Friends
2. Go to fnuniv.wordpress.com
3. Print the letter of support and send it to your MP, Minister of Indian Affairs, and/or the Prime Minister.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO SAVE OUR SCHOOL!

The Four Friends video can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zc1xmmQlOY
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Letter #40: Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting

arch 20, 2010

An Open Letter to the Elected Officials of Saskatchewan and Canada:

We, the Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting which is facilitated by the University of Regina’s Seniors Education
Centre, are a nationally recognized network of grandmothers of many cultures whose purpose is to build bridges of
understanding, respect, trust, and friendship among races and generations. We work with schools to teach children
about cross-cultural understanding and we have produced a book that won the Saskatchewan Book of the Year
Award.

We are writing about the First Nations University of Canada and the provincial and federal governments apparent
refusal to acknowledge their own “effective mechanisms of redress for any action which has the effect of depriving
the First Nations people of their cultural values and identities” (United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples, Article 8, 2(a). The situation at hand requires that the governments recognize that the new non-politi-
cized board at the First Nations University of Canada as well as the administrative partnership with the University
of Regina IS in fact the effective mechanism of redress for the action that the governments are still proposing. If one
or both levels of government refuse to recognize the mechanisms in place, which both levels had requested, the
withholding of funds to the First Nations University of Canada will, with no doubt, have the effect of depriving First
Nation’s people of their cultural values and identity in Saskatchewan and beyond.

We would like to remind both levels of government that they are not ‘without sin’. Past provincial and federal gov-
ernments have been at times notoriously wracked by abuses of power. Just as members of the Devine government
were brought to justice, we fully expect that the individuals that abused their power at the First Nations University
of Canada will also be brought to justice. That being said, no government is without fault and this is not a time for
political games. Keep in mind that for twenty-nine years prior to the last five, the First Nations University of
Canada and its predecessor the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC) was managed very well and those
university executives must be given fair weight and consideration for what is possible. Clearly, there are First
Nations university executives that are capable of managing institutions well.

We must also address another disturbing message being parroted to the public that both levels of government “pro-
vide a lot of opportunities outside of the First Nations University for First Nations people to get post-secondary
education”. While this fact is true, those post-secondary education opportunities that you refer to are entirely dif-
ferent from the one offered at First Nations University of Canada. Your message deflects the public from learning
more about the unique mission and areas of study offered by the First Nations University of Canada and, ulti-
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mately, about the issue at hand. Allow us to bring you up to speed on the facts so that you can engage more
thoughtfully in a decision that could either preserve or deprive First Nation’s students, Canada, and the world of
cultural values, areas of study, and languages indigenous to Canada.

If other universities could duplicate what First Nations University does, they would. But they cannot and they
won’t. That is why there are many non-First Nations students from around the province, Canada, and the world
that choose to receive post-secondary education in the unique areas of study that the First Nations University of
Canada offers including 1,100 University of Regina (U of R) students currently enrolled in classes there. That is why
the Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT), the University of Regina, and many others in many uni-
versity communities in Canada and abroad support the unique and important work of First Nations University.

Now that the First Nations politicians have stepped aside, it is high time for the provincial and federal politicians to
do the right thing, which means funding the First Nations University of Canada at adequate levels comparable to
the way in which other federated colleges are funded in Saskatchewan. This means that the province must provide
$10,000 per registered full time student and the federal government must uphold its fiduciary responsibility and the
principles articulated in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which Canada agreed
to support only a few weeks ago in the federal Throne Speech. The implementation of the new non-politicized
board at the First Nations University of Canada as well as the administration of the university under the University
of Regina must be recognized immediately as the effective mechanism of redress for the pulling of funding.

It is a fact that First Nations University specializes in areas of study and delivery not available anywhere else in the
province, the country, and the world; and, it is a fact that students stand to lose post-secondary education in their
area of study.

• First Nations University is the ONLY university in the world to offer a post-secondary education in the five First
Nations languages of Saskatchewan (Cree, Saulteaux, Dene, Nakota and Dakota) as well as numerous dialects;

• First Nations University is the ONLY university between Simon Fraser in BC and Ottawa in Ontario to offer a
post-secondary education in Linguistics.

• First Nations University is the ONLY university in Saskatchewan that infuses First Nations cultural values and
identity in all areas of study with culturally appropriate delivery that First Nation’s students have an internation-
ally recognized right to receive.

The governments must not continue to deprive the First Nations people of their right to their cultural values and
identities as delivered through the First Nations University of Canada. It is time to get on with adequately funding
areas of study unique and indigenous to Canada and, not available elsewhere for the sake of everyone in Saskatch-
ewan, Canada and the world.

Sincerely,

Intercultural Grandmothers Uniting (IGU)

Phyllis Kretschmer, Chairperson
Sheila Brass
June Mitchell
Carolee Taylor
Catherine Verrall
Mary Saso
Sadie Jimmy
Florence Wuttunee
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Mary Hill
E. Pearce
Inez Deiter
Frances Keller
C. Deiter
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CHAPTER 176

Overwhelming Support for First Nations University of Canada from
Alumni

arch 19, 2010

First Nations University of Canada provides a unique academic and cultural post-secondary education experience.
With over two-thousand and five hundred graduates working regionally, nationally and internationally our Alumni
are educators, social workers, artists, nurses, doctors, lawyers, policy analysts, researchers and Chiefs.

Our Elders teach us that education, or ‘the new buffalo’, is the key to prosperity, livelihood and economic independ-
ence. A post-secondary education is a good investment. Canadians cannot ignore the detrimental effects that the
lack of education among Aboriginal Peoples is having on all Canadians.

Canada originally was a partnership between three Nations: the Anglophones, Francophones and First Nations.
Through binding legal agreements now called Treaties, First Nations people allowed for peaceful settlement and
access to the land in exchange for support to participate in the new economy. These Treaty rights are enshrined in
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms as Part II of the Constitution Act, 1982 Sec. 35. First Nations Univer-
sity of Canada is a manifestation of those Federal constitutional obligations.

The First Nations University of Canada Alumni executive support the vision of first-class education. Achieving this
vision will be for the benefit of all Canadians, with current alumni having made positive contributions to communi-
ties across Canada.

We invite all Canadians who share this vision to challenge governments on all levels to clearly demonstrate how
their actions both current and future will support the First Nations University of Canada. The time for rhetoric is
over. The Federal Government and the Province of Saskatchewan must provide clear and detailed firm commit-
ments which support the First Nations University of Canada.

Aboriginal Peoples and Canadians deserve nothing less.

Respectfully,

FNUC Alumni Executive Team
Milton Tootoosis, BA, PAED, President
Alika Lafontaine, M.D., BSc.
Marmie Poitras, B.Admin.
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Pearl Yuzicappi, B.Admin.
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Letter #41: Dr. Rosalyn Ing

arch 20, 2010

Dr. Rosalyn Ing
227-12931 Railway Avenue
Richmond, BC
V7E 6M5

The Honourable Chuck Strahl, MP
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs
607 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Strahl:

I am writing a letter of support for the First Nations University of Canada (FNUC). I was deeply disappointed in
your decision to withdraw government funding from this academy. Bad political decisions made in the past have
hurt and damaged the prestige of this institution. However, to my knowledge, the faculty and students have con-
tinued to function with utmost integrity, commitment, and dignity despite the stress of all these decisions, that
includes yours.

The FNUC has become a symbol of hope and a place of reconciliation through education for First Nations students
and others. The structure itself is a significant monument created by architect Douglas Cardinal, whose vision for
the design came from the spiritual guidance of his elders. Students carefully choose to study there because of the
First Nations content with cultural (includes languages) aspects connected with the curricula. This environment
provides a feeling of pride, safety and confidence since Elders are a fundamental component of it.

I have a vested interest in urging you to reconsider the reinstating of the funding. I am a Cree Elder from Manitoba
and was sent to Residential School in Saskatchewan in the 1950’s. I, and several members of my family, were present
at the opening of the FNUC by Prince Edward in 2003; we took some younger family members to witness this mile-
stone; in time 2 of them returned to study there; I also had 2 family members who were faculty at FNUC and were
instrumental in forging unique and innovative courses in Distance Education and International Indigenous Legal
Issues; and finally, I studied at the University of British Columbia at a time when courses were available in FN cul-
ture. This contributed greatly to my education and confidence. I taught at a FN education centre where pride in
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culture was foremost in the design of the programs and experienced first-hand how important this was to FN stu-
dents’ learning and success. I value post-secondary education and promote it strongly by encouraging FN students,
and my own family, to pursue it AS A WORTHWHILE GOAL.

I believe that Joely Bigeagle acted responsibly in removing the past President and I am confident that she can “move
forward to ensure that the financial and sustainability of the university is addressed.” I ask that you give her a fair
chance to act on behalf of all the students and faculty of that institution who have become innocent victims in a
political fiasco. I read the Begay Report and others, and I believe that a new board could deliver on the recommen-
dations.

I request that you please carefully reconsider reinstating the funding of $7.2 Million. It is a very small proportion in
terms of the vast total expenditures of the Canadian government.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent issue. I await your reply.

Sincerely,

Rosalyn Ing, B.S.W., M. Ed., Ph.D.

Cc: Stephen Harper
Todd Russell, Federal Liberal Indian Affairs Critic
Jean Crowder, Federal NDP Indian Affairs Critic
Ralph Goodale, MP (Wascana) and Liberal House Leader
Lillian Dyck, Federal Liberal Senator
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Letter #42: G. William Rice

huck Strahl, Minister of Indian Affairs, Ottawa
Rob Norris, Minister of Advanced Education, Labour and Immigration, Province of Saskatchewan

Gentlemen:

Please understand that the work being done at First Nations University in Saskatchewan, Canada, is important not
just to the First Nations’ people in Canada, but to other Indigenous persons located in other countries. The lan-
guage program there, as well as their learning environmental structures supporting the development of Indigenous
students are models for the development of similar programs in the United States and other countries where Indig-
enous peoples reside.

While certainly managerial and fiscal irresponsibility must be addressed in the proper forums and context, it is not
generally profitable to destroy an institution because of indiscretions by management — particularly when trans-
parent attempts are being made by some of the institutional partners to address the underlying issues. Certainly, all
governmentally funded institutions, including universities, operate within a political context in that their manage-
ment and funding come from one or more political entities.

That being said, universities have a unique place in society in that they should be teaching much more than Aris-
totle’s curriculum. In this context, the development and study of a curriculum designed by First Nations’ people and
their academic partners from a non-Eurocentric world view is a valuable venture in academic freedom and substan-
tive learning development. We on the outside are left to wonder whether the Canadian government would with-
draw funding from, and terminate the mission of, one of its “mainstream” non-Indigenous universities were it to
encounter similar problems of management and fiscal troubles over a 3 or 4 year period, or would Canada instead
bring all the stakeholders to a common table to address the underlying causes in a prudent way?

Respectfully,

G. William Rice, Associate Professor of Law
Co-Director, Native American Law Center
University of Tulsa College of Law
3120 East Fourth Place
Tulsa, OK 74104
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Letter #43: Angelina Weenie

etter to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs

March 21, 2010

My name is Angelina Weenie. I am Plains Cree from Sweetgrass First Nation. I am a fluent Cree speaker. My lan-
guage, my culture, and my identity as a Nehiyaw Iskwew (Cree woman) mark the most important aspects of my
place and being. I am a mother, grandmother, teacher, and academic.

I started at First Nations University of Canada, formerly SIFC, in August 1997. I have been the Department Head of
Indigenous Education for the past eight years. I was hired as a lecturer on the basis of nineteen years elementary
teaching experience and a Post-Graduate Diploma. I completed my Master of Education degree in 2002. I started
my PhD program at the University of Regina in 2005. I submitted my doctoral thesis on December 21, 2009, and I
am now moving to my thesis defense. I refer to this timeline as I would not have pursued doctoral studies had I not
been at the First Nations University of Canada. It is the support, encouragement, and mentorship of colleagues at
the First Nations University of Canada that has helped me to where I am in my educational journey.

I am committed to the First Nations University of Canada as we all work to uphold First Nations languages, cul-
tures, traditional values and customs. Our university is truly unique and other mainstream institutions can try to
emulate what we have but the work that we do here cannot be replicated so easily. All of the programs and courses
that we offer reflect the evolution of First Nations education in Saskatchewan. For thirty four years, this university
has existed to support the needs and interests of First Nations communities.

I am committed to the Indigenous Education program. I am proud of our program and of our students. They are
our leaders of tomorrow and we work hard to create a nurturing environment wherein they will grow and develop
as First Nations professionals. A testament to our work was given by one of the Indigenous Education students
when she was interviewed in the Leader Post. She stated “this is home” (Janice Friesen, March 16, 2010). First
Nations University of Canada is truly home to us. First Nations University of Canada is a place where I feel valued
and respected as a First Nations person. In turn I have worked hard to make the vision of our Elders, our grand-
mothers and grandfathers, a reality.

My youngest son is currently a first year student at Northern Campus. My grandsons have participated in the
Health Science Camp for the past two summers and they are looking forward to participating again this summer. I
had hoped that they would continue on with their education at the First Nations University of Canada.
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The Elders, faculty, staff, and students that I work with on a daily basis are special in my heart. We are all dedicated
to this university and it truly breaks my heart that the federal government will close the doors to an institution that
we have put our heart and our souls into.

Angelina Weenie
Department Head
Indigenous Education
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Reminder: Rally, Monday, March 22, 11:30 am-1:00 pm

Time to Rally for the First Nations University of Canada!!
Monday, March 22, 2010

While Rob Norris is holding a summit on the “Future of Aboriginal Post-Secondary Education in Saskatchewan” in
Saskatoon, FNUniv Supporters Will March and Rally at the Sask Leg Building to Say:

FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY IS THE FUTURE OF ABORIGINAL POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION IN
SASKATCHEWAN!!

Please come support the University. Let’s tell Rob Norris and Premier Brad Wall that FNUniv IS the FUTURE!
They need to restore their funding, and demand the Federal Gov’t do the Same!

11:30 Meet at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum (Corner of Albert St and College Ave)

We will march down Albert Street, to the Legislature, where we will rally and tell the government it’s time to defend
our institution and our province! We have a permit to close the street while we march.

12:00 we will hit the leg, have an honour song and speakers!

BRING SIGNS THAT SAY FNUC IS THE FUTURE!

Confirmed Speakers Include:

Cadmus Delorme: Master of Ceremonies, First Nations University of Canada Students’ Association
Shauneen Pete: First Nations Educator and Activist
Cam Broten: MLA and NDP Advanced Education Critic
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March 19 Update on First Nations University from University of Regina
president Vianne Timmons

arch 19, 2010

Since my last update, the FNUniv Working Group has continued its efforts to finalize an agreement that would
create a new working relationship between the University of Regina and First Nations University. The group met
earlier this week, and is meeting again today.

On a related note, I have been asked to speak on Tuesday, March 23 as part of a panel presentation on the House of
Commons Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development. This request as made as part of
a motion passed by the Committee as it examines the circumstances at FNUniv.

Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development mandate includes all areas covered by the
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development (INAC), which is the federal government department
that has to this point funded First Nations University of Canada. The Committee can study any aspect of INAC’s
management and operation, as well as any legislation, programs or policy areas administered by the Department.

I have been asked to provide a five-minute statement to the Committee. The following is the speech I plan to
present to the Committee:

Address to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development

March 23, 2010

Dr. Vianne Timmons

Thank you for the invitation to speak with you today.

I speak today as the President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Regina, and my words convey a shared
vision passed on from my predecessors, the past Presidents of the University of Regina - a shared vision of First
Nations University of Canada as an institution founded “to enhance the quality of life, and to preserve, protect and
interpret the history, language, culture and artistic heritage of First Nations people.” Thirty-four years after its ini-
tial creation as the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College, First Nations University of Canada continues to fulfill
this vision.

M



First Nations University of Canada is one of three Federated Colleges of the University of Regina. The University of
Regina approves all First Nations University courses and provides quality assurance on all programs. First Nations
University students graduate with a University of Regina degree. This is an innovative approach to the post-secon-
dary education of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students, and it works. This unique educational model has been -
and remains - very successful.

First Nations University’s enrolment has grown over the years. In total, 40% of Saskatchewan’s Aboriginal univer-
sity students take courses through First Nations University. As well, more than 1,000 University of Regina students
- many of them non-Aboriginal and many of them from beyond Saskatchewan - broaden their knowledge of Abo-
riginal culture by taking courses at First Nations University each year. For many, these courses are required for their
degree completion at the University of Regina. First Nations University is not a segregated institution but rather a
unique Canadian institution that specializes in indigenous knowledge - something that is most definitely needed in
Canada.

Today, First Nations University offers 18 undergraduate degree programs and more than 10 certificate and diploma
options. The institution is a unique centre of indigenous knowledge in Canada, with more PhD-holding faculty
members of Aboriginal descent than any university in Canada.

Just as importantly, First Nations University of Canada has more than 3,000 alumni - Aboriginal and non-Abo-
riginal graduates alike who are positive contributors to our province and our country in no small part because of
their understanding of and respect for Aboriginal culture which was fostered at First Nations University. These
alumni are all around us - alumni like Joely Big Eagle, a civil engineer and First Nations University of Canada grad-
uate who is committed to making a difference as Interim Chair of First Nations University’s new Board of Gover-
nors.

First Nations University has recently experienced challenges and they have been addressed. The University of
Regina is committed to a new working relationship with First Nations University, one that provides management
oversight of all operations.

I could provide you with a detailed and painful list of the effects that the federal government’s six-week notice of the
withdrawal of funding will have on students, faculty and staff of First Nations University of Canada.

Let me share one story. In Saskatoon I met a faculty member from First Nations University, a Cree woman my age.
She is very close to completing her Ph.D. She is the sole provider for her grandchildren. This pulling of funding will
mean she will not be able to afford to complete her degree, and will likely lose her home. She is terribly afraid,
because she knows the impact this will have on her grandchildren. There are many more such stories.

Without federal government support for First Nations University, any gains made over the past 34 years will be lost
- and lost forever. Fewer Aboriginal learners will realize the benefits of post-secondary education, and Canada will
be a less inclusive society as a result. That is not what I want for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students alike, and
it is not what I want for your and my grandchildren.
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Letter #44: National Council of Women of Canada

arch 18, 2010

The Right Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P
Prime Minister of Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister:

RE: FUNDING CUTS TO FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY

It has come to our attention that funding to the country’s only First Nations University (a federated college of the
University of Regina) has been cut, which means that the University will have to close as of March 31, 2010, unless
the Federal Government restores $7.2 million in funding.

It is also our understanding that FNUC, FSIN (Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations) and the University of
Regina had put together a transitional management arrangement that would allow the University of Regina to
oversee financial matters for a period of four years after which full control would revert to FNUC. The Canadian
Association of University Teachers is also fully in support of having funding restored to FNUC.

We strongly urge this government to reconsider this decision and restore funding to FNUC immediately.

Sincerely,

Karen Dempsey
NCWC President

cc: Hon. Michael Ignatieff
Hon. Jack Layton
Hon. Gilles Duceppe
Hon. Chuck Strahl

The National Council of Women of Canada is a federation comprised of Local Councils, Provincial Councils, and
National Organizations. Founded in 1893, it was incorporated by an Act of Parliament in 1914 and has been desig-
nated by the Government of Canada as being of national historic significance for its role in Canadian women’s his-
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tory. For more information, consult our web site at www.ncwc.ca or contact our national office at #506, 251 Bank
Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 1X3.
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Letter #45: Senator Lillian Dyck

ear Minister Strahl

Your recent decision to withdraw $7.2 million dollars in core funding to the First Nations University of Canada
(FNUC) has drastic consequences and I ask that you reverse it.

FNUC is a world leader in Indigenous Education. It began teaching in the areas of Indian social work, Indian art,
and Indian languages over 30 years ago. Within the sciences, for example, two unique bachelor degree programs
(the Environmental Health & Science program and the Resource & Environmental Studies program) which incor-
porate First Nations traditional knowledge and culture have been developed. Furthermore, FNUC is involved
research funded by Health Canada into the environmental and health impacts from environmental chemicals in
First Nations Communities. This program, the National First Nations Environmental Contaminants Program is the
only such program in Canada. These unparalleled science educational and research programs will end unless you
restore operational funding to FNUC.

The University of Regina (UofR) and the FNUC have reached an agreement concerning the management of FNUC
finances. The president of the UofR, Dr. Vianne Timmons, states that “The University of Regina has agreed to the
principles of a shared management model where the stewardship of the administrative and financial management
of FNUniv is placed with the University of Regina through a contractual relationship for a four-year period.” Please
allow sufficient time for the partners to submit a written MOU to your office.

Federal funding for FNUC has been guaranteed annually under the Indian Studies Support Program for funding
First Nation post-secondary institutions. Please honor the federal obligation to fund the FNUC.

All the steps required to make FNUC more open, transparent and accountable have been taken. The financial
administration of FNUC is now being overseen by UofR. The administrative difficulties have also been rectified.
The structure of the board of governors has been changed. It has been depoliticized and downsized. A new interim
Chair and new board members have been appointed. The new board has fired the President of FNUC.

Please reverse your decision and restore the $7.2 million funding for FNUC the upcoming year.

Sincerely,

Senator Lillian E. Dyck
Saskatchewan
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House Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs meeting on First
Nations University

he House Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs meeting on First Nations University will be broadcast live
on parlvu (web cast) at 1:30 Saskatchewan time (CST), 3:30 to 7:30 EDT.

It will be shown on the parl-vu web site: parlvu.parl.gc.ca. Viewers should use the English feed - the “floor feed”
won’t be translated.

The committee’s membership is as follows:

• Chair: Bruce Stanton (Con)
• Vice-Chairs: Jean Crowder (NDP) and Todd Norman Russell (Lib)
• Opposition Members: Larry Bagnell (Lib), Anita Neville (Lib), Yvon Lévesque (Bloc), Marc Lemay (Bloc)
• Conservative members: Rob Clarke (Con), Earl Dreeshen (Con), John Duncan (Con), LaVar Payne (Con), Greg

Rickford (Con)

The opposition parties, with six members, have an operational majority on the committee - the chair cannot vote.

More information about the committee and members can be found at their web site at: http://www2.parl.gc.ca/
CommitteeBusiness/CommitteeHome.aspx?Cmte=AANO&Language=E&Mode=1&Parl=40&Ses=3

There will be two panels of one and a half hours each. Each panelist has been asked to provide a five minute
opening statement, then members will ask questions. The questions rotate between parties, starting with one ques-
tion from the Liberals, then one from the Bloc, then one from the NDP, then one from the Conservatives, then back
to the start again. So far, the following people are confirmed for the panels:

• First panel: Diane Adams, Randy Lundy, Chief Guy Lonechild and Dorothy Myo, Vianne Timmons, James Turk,
and someone yet to be confirmed for the province.

• Second panel: Christine Cram, INAC, Del Anaquod and others to be confirmed.

T



CHAPTER 185

Letter #46: Megan Morrison

ear Minister,

I am 26 years old and currently starting my PhD in Community Health in St. John’s Newfoundland. I would like to
stress the significant impact that the professors and classroom style that First Nations University of Canada has had
on my education and life-skills success. This university is important because it recognizes the fact that not all stu-
dents learn in the same ways, but it actually moves beyond this recognition and adapts so that they can learn. I
know that some students attend to learn more about their own culture. I attended hoping to learn more about their
history, and ended up with the realization that it is our history. I witnessed students that I had previously heard
making racist remarks about First Nations people, take classes there and then stand up against the racist remarks
after having completed the semester.

This university is responsible for educating first nations students and non-first nation students, at a much deeper
level and a much more important level, than any other university in Canada.

If you revoke their funding, plain and simple, you are un-doing years of education, you are supporting every stu-
dent that has made negative or racist comments, and you are setting the people of my generation on a backwards
path, where once again, “white” takes away from “non-white” and makes those two categories stand out and stand
apart even more.

Sincerely,

Megan Morrison
Department of Women’s Studies
Memorial University of Newfoundland
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Letter #47: Rosealee Naumann

o: MLA of Prince Albert

Dear Mr. Furber,

The Media has released information that will affect First Nations University of Canada. On Feb 8, 2010 it was
released that the federal government was to cut its funding. The amount of funding to be cut is $7.2 million. This
non-renewal of $7.2 million in funding is another severe loss in addition to the already withheld $5.2 million dollars
in funding from the provincial government.

As a student enrolled in programming facilitated by the FNUniv I am seriously concerned about the future of aca-
demic programs being gravely affected by these funding cuts. These funding cuts will have detrimental affects
throughout Prince Albert and northern communities. Please understand that these cuts are not just associated with
the Regina and Saskatoon campuses but will have serious implications for the Prince Albert Campus.

Currently there are 440 students to date that are enrolled in various programs, at different sites within Prince
Albert, and Northern communities such as Ile la Crosse, Black Lake, La Ronge. The dissolution of the FNUniv, pri-
marily in Prince Albert will affect these 440 students and surrounding areas. And this is the largest student body of
the FNUniv of Regina campus and Saskatoon. A majority of these students are from northern communities, have
traveled great distance to be part of the greater good of educating themselves and have uprooted there families, fam-
ilies which contribute to the downtown core of Prince Albert.

This institution is very important to everyone. We have the only Dental Therapy program offered in Canada, the
Nursing Education Program of Saskatchewan is truly unique, the Indian Social Work program is a non transfer-
rable program, where are these students going to go? The impact to Prince Albert is comparable to the loss of
Weyerhaeuser.

Please understand that these funding cuts are severing any hopes and dreams of future Native and Non Native stu-
dents to access quality world class education in Prince Albert Saskatchewan. The funding cuts proposed to FNUniv
will negatively impact the core downtown area of Prince Albert. The economic impact will be felt if the FNUniv will
have to close its doors.

Please advocate on our behalf to reinstate the funding for FNUniv.

Respectfully Attending student at FNUC
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Reason #23: Our Annual Spring Celebration Pow-wow

ur annual Spring Celebration Pow-wow is a major community event in Saskatchewan. For over 30 years, our
pow-wow has marked the beginning of the pow-wow season in the province. With 7000 attendees each year,

both First Nations and non-First Nations, it is now the largest university-sponsored community event in the
country (with the possible exception of one or two of the largest football games).

The Pow-wow is a longstanding cultural tradition for the First Nations University. This ceremony is one of the ways
that the University “gives back” to the community - a gift of sharing and spirituality. This celebration of life and
healing is a part of the cultural fabric of our institution. It is a special part of what makes us different and sets us
apart from other Universities – there is beauty in the way that we live.

An end to funding to First Nations University will bring an end to this unique community service provided by First
Nations University. If you are alarmed by this potential loss, write Chuck Strahl today.

O
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